
SENATE No. 214

To accompany the petition of William J. Holbrook and another
that railroad corporations be required to adopt greater precautions
against the setting of fires by sparks from locomotives. Railroads.

AN ACT
Relative to Injuries by Fire Communicated by a Loco-

motive.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section two hundred and seventy of chapter one
2 hundred and eleven of the Eevised Laws is hereby
3 amended by adding after the word “ recovery ”,

4 in the ninth line thereof, the words: only in the
5 event that the communication of such fire could
6 not have been prevented by it, and after the
7 word “ thereon ”, in the thirteenth line of said sec-
-8 tion, the words: only in the event that the com-
-9 munication of such fire could not have been pre-

-10 vented by it, —so that said section will read as
11 follows: Section 270. Every railroad corpora-
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12 tion and street railway company shall be liable in
13 damages to any person or corporation whose build-
-14 ings or other property may be injured by a fire
15 communicated by its locomotive engines, and shall
16 have an insurable interest in the property upon its
17 route for which it may be so held liable, and may
18 procure insurance thereon in its own behalf. If
19 it is held liable in damages, it shall be entitled to
20 the benefit of any insurance effected on such prop-
-21 erty by the owner thereof, less the cost of premium
22 and expense of recovery, only in the event that the
23 communication of such fire could not have been
24 prevented by it. The money received as insurance
25 shall be deducted from the damages, if recovered
26 before they are assessed; and if not so recovered,
27 the policy of insurance shall be assigned to the
28 corporation which is held liable for damages, and
29 it may maintain an action thereon, only in the
30 event that the communication of such fire could not
31 have been prevented by it.


