
SENATE No. 337

Executive Department,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
I urge you to memorialize Congress immediately on behalf
Canadian Reciprocity

The President has submitted to Congress his recommenda-
tions upon that subject; but it would seem from press reports
that the present Congress is unlikely to act upon them.

In view of these conditions, and in view of the emphatic
stand which the people of this Commonwealth have taken in
favor of Reciprocity, I deem it to be of the greatest impor-
tance that the Congress receive at once from you a memorial
to take prompt action in support of the President’s recom-
mendations.
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It is encumbent upon you to see that the Congress of the
United States and the people generally understand the posi-
tion of our State.

The President, acknowledging the universal demand of the
country, is seeking to secure the necessary legislation, and
it is our duty to uphold his efforts in order that the demands,
not only of our State hut of the whole country, shall he met.

Reciprocity, beginning with our relations with Canada,
will broaden out until it includes the whole Western Hemi-
sphere in a common bond of unobstructed trade.

And, when we have united the entire Western Hemisphere
in a bond of mutual trade concessions; when we have linked
both North and South America together by the power of our
united industry and trade, we shall have established a mighty
force for the maintenance of peace. We shall have ensured
peace in our own half of the world, and gone a long way
toward ensuring it all over the world.

For, when we have thus united the Western Hemisphere in
these bonds of reciprocity and peace, no nation on earth can
contemplate an attack upon us individually or together. Con-
trolling in one common policy so large a part of the food sup-
plies of the world, we shall become vital to the welfare of every
nation.

Thus, in memorializing Congress at once, you have not only
the opportunity to fulfil your obvious duty to the citizens of
Massachusetts, but to advance our Commonwealth to that
position of leadership in determining matters of federal policy
to which her history and traditions entitle her.

Moreover, with the realization of reciprocity on the con-
tinents of North and South America, the fortification of the
Panama canal becomes unnecessary. There will be no reason
to anticipate its hostile use, and no reason to incur the fearful
costs of its fortification. For, through a progressive policy of
reciprocal trade treaties, our country will become the arbiter
of world peace, and thus attain to the position, not only of
greatest power hut of greatest honor, to which any nation can
aspire.

EUGENE N. FOSS.


