
HOUSE No. 4

ate Board of Education,

Ford Building, Boston, Jan. 1, 191

Hon. James W. Kimball, Clerk of the House of Representatives, State
House, Boston, Ma.

My Dear Sir: I have the honor to send herewith for
transmission to the General Court a copy of the report of the
Board of Education relative to chapter 97 of the Resolves of
1911, in the matter of a state normal school in or near Boston.

Yours very truly,

DAVID SNEDDEN

Cbe Commontoealtl) of Soaosacfnisctts.





REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION RELATIVE
TO CHAPTER 97 OF THE RESOLVES OF 1911, IN
THE MATTER OF A STATE NORMAL SCHOOL IN
OR NEAR BOSTON.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representativ

The Board of Education ha
report and recommendations

the honor to submit the following

I. Text of resolve:
Resolve directing the board of education to consider the ex-

pediency OF ESTABLISHING A STATE NORMAL SCHOOL IN OB NEAR

THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Resolved, That the board of education is hereby directed to consider
the expediency of establishing in or near the city of Boston a state
normal school for the training of elementary school teachers, or of ac-
cepting from the city of Boston a transfer to the commonwealth of the
Boston normal school, or of making an agreement between the common-
wealth and the city of Boston whereby a certain sum may be paid
by the commonwealth to the city of Boston for each pupil educated
in the said school under such conditions as to supervision, as the said
board may require. For this purpose the said board shall confer with
the municipal authorities of the city of Boston. The board shall re-
port to the next general court not later than the second Wednesday
in January, with such recommendations for legislation, or otherwiS'
as it may deem expedient.

11. The commonwealth now controls and operates through
the board of education nine normal schools devoted mainly to
the training of teachers for the elementary schools; and also
the Normal Art School in Boston, in which are fitted teachers
of drawing and manual training. The city of Boston controls
and operates the Boston Normal School for the training of
elementary school teachers for that city. The standards of
this school are approximately the same as those of the state
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normal schools. The state normal schools are free to residents
of Massachusetts; pupils from other states pay tuition. The
Boston Normal School is free to residents of Boston but pupils
from outside the city must pay a tuition fee of one hundred dol-
lars per year. Nonresident pupils in this school come mainly
from municipalities adjacent to Boston, the nearest state
normal school being at Salem. During the current school year,
five of the two hundred and twenty-eight pupils in this school
are nonresidents.

111. The establishment of normal schools additional to
those now in existence is not required or justified by the inter-
ests of public education in the commonwealth. The demand
for teachers trained in normal schools exceeds the supply,
and the increase in population requires the addition of approx-
imately two hundred and fifty new teachers a year to the
teaching force in the elementary schools of Massachusetts.
But sound policy requires that, to meet this increased demand,
the existing schools should be enlarged and their effectiveness
increased.

IV. The state normal schools nearest to Boston are at
Salem, Framingham and Bridgewater. These schools are now
crowded even to greater extent than are the other state schools.
Each of these schools carries on special lines of training in addi-
tion to the preparation of elementary school teachers. In the
Bridgewater state normal school young men are trained to be
principals of schools; in the school at Salem teachers of commer-
cial subjects are trained; and at Framingham more than half
the students are qualifying themselves to teach household arts
in the high and elementary schools of Massachusetts. It may
prove wise to devote the normal school at Framingham exclu-
sively to the work of training teachers of household arts in
which event fewer pupils than at present, seeking training as
elementary teachers and coming from towns in or adjacent to
the Greater Boston, could find opportunities in existing state
normal schools. A state normal school conveniently located in
the metropolitan area of Greater Boston would undoubtedly
attract many pupils who now find the state schools inconven-
iently remote and the tuition of the Boston Normal School too
heavy a charge.
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• The Massachusetts Normal Art School, located on New-
bury Street, in Boston, has outgrown its plant and is working
under great disadvantages. It cannot be enlarged or developed
on its present site. Before submitting recommendations as to
a new site and new buildings for the Normal Art School, the
board deems it necessary that a careful inquiry should be made
as to the lines along which the Normal Art School should be
developed in order that it may most effectively serve the inter-
ests of the school system and the industries of Massachusetts.
In the opinion of the board, the matter of the possible transfer
of the Boston Normal School to the state and the matter of the
relocation of the Normal Art School should be considered to-
gether and, for the present, no action should be taken as to
either until a comprehensive plan shall have been worked out
as to both.

VI. The Boston Finance Commission in a special report
rendered to the Mayor of the city in 1910 relative to the Boston
Normal School recommended that Boston retain control of the
school and that the state be asked to contribute to its support.
In the opinion of the board, the commonwealth should not con-
tribute to the support of the Boston Normal School unless that
school becomes a state institution controlled by the state as are
the present state normal schools. Only in this way can a gen-
eral standard be developed and maintained and the necessary
correlation of all the schools as to scope, character of work, and
accessibility to residents of Massachusetts be secured.

If the state were to take over the Boston Normal School it
should conduct it as a state institution, open to all properly
qualified residents of Massachusetts, as are the other state nor-
mal schools. Administered as a state institution, the Boston
Normal School would, in all probability, become much larger
than it is at present. This probable expansion should be fore-
seen and planned for at the time of transfer.

VII. If the Boston Normal School be transferred to the state,
it might be for the best interests of the city and the state that
the state should acquire the building on Huntington avenue
now occupied by that school. It might even be consistent with
sound policy for the state to acquire the group of buildings on
Huntington avenue and to locate the Normal Art School in one
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of them. The group of three buildings referred to, one of which
is now occupied by the Boston Normal School, and the other
two by high schools, have a common heating plant and are
otherwise related in a single structural plan. The following
table shows the cost of the three buildings to the city of Boston
and also the number of pupils that can be accommodated by
them:

Square feet.
a. Area of lot (including 27,881 sq. ft. addition), . . 141,062
b. Area of buildings: Square feet.

Normal, ..... 18,541
Patrick A. Collins, .... 13,048
Girls’ Latin, 17,382
Gymnasium (about), . . . 9,000

57,971
c. Cost of original lot, . . . $168,163 55

Cost of additional land, . 73,332 00
5241,495 55

d. Cost of buildings:

Normal, $329,237 08
Girls’Latin, .... 291,116 39
Patrick A. Collins, . . . 176,663 79

5803,017 26

Total cost, ...... .$1,044,512 81

e. Pupils accommodated:
Normal, ...... 350
Girls’ Latin, ..... 600
Patrick A. Collins, .... 850

1,800

It seems probable that the Normal Art School could be ac-
commodated in this group of buildings and undoubtedly the
entire group could be used to advantage. It is quite possible
that the city of Boston could utilize the present Normal Art
School building and it might be willing to take the same in part
payment for its present Normal School building or the group of
buildings of which the Normal School building is one.

If it proves not to be wise to acquire any of the group of
buildings on Huntington avenue, it would undoubtedly be to
the advantage of the state to treat the acquisition of a site and
the erection of a building or buildings for both the Boston
Normal School and the Normal Art School as a single problem.
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VIII. Should the state take over the Boston Normal
School, it would be essential that arrangements be made with
the city of Boston for the provision of suitable facilities for
practice teaching; also if the building at present occupied by
the school were not to be acquired by the state, it should be
leased to the state by the city of Boston until a proper building
could be erected by the state for the accommodation of the
school.

IX. Believing that it is inexpedient to deal with the problem
of a possible transfer of the Boston Normal School to the state,
until the policy of the state with regard to the Normal Art
School shall have been determined, the board respectfully re-
quests that it be excused from recommending to the present
legislature any legislation with reference to the relation of the
state to the Boston Normal School. It respectfully submits

lideration, and recommends itsthe following resolve for con
passage:

Resolved, That the board of edui
the expediency on the part of the
State Normal Art School a site a
occupied by said school, and also
School should be taken over by tt
be made with the city of Boston
The board shall report its conch
next general court not later than
1913.

cation is hereby directed to consider
commonwealth of providing for the
nd buildings other than those now
whether or not the Boston Normal

Ie state and what arrangements can
to effect the transfer of the school

Ms and recommendations to the.si

the second Wednesday in January

Respectfully submitted,

FREDERICK P. FISH, Chairman
SARAH LOUISE ARNOLD,
ELLA LYMAN CABOT,
SIMEON B. CHASE,
LEVI L. CONANT,

THOMAS B. FITZPATRICK,
FREDERICK W. HAMILTON
PAUL 11. HANUS,
CLINTON Q. RICHMOND,

Members of the Board.




