
HOUSE No. 45

Foe Moth Stjppeessioj.'.

(1) That the customary appropriation for moth work,
which has been $315,000 a year for several years, be now
curtailed with a view to gradual elimination of State aid,
according to the following gradation:

1912, $250,000, a saving of $65,000
1913, 200,000, a saving of 115,000
1914, 150,000, a saving of 165,000
1915,
.......100,000, a saving of 215,000

It is believed by your State Forester that with our present
method of supervision and the growing efficiency of the
work, together with the fact that the United States govern-

ment is now taking the responsibility for checking the spread
and relieving the State of the expense of the parasite labora-
tory, we should begin to gradually rest the burden upon the
towns and cities themselves.

In making the recommendation I do so with the under-
standing that your State Forester be given even greater dis-
cretionary powers than in the past to deal with cities and
towns according to the merits of their respective cases.

When cities or towns have once been assisted by the State
that the work can be maintained at a comparatively small
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should then exercise sufficient
to allow indifference to again

annual expense, the State
compulsory supervision no
creep in.

the approval of the local moth
in less changes except for im-

The law giving this office
superintendent has resulted
proved conditions and a better grasp of the situation on the
part of the men themselves.

In order to systematize our efforts and carry out a definite
business-like campaign, however, it is believed that the State
Forester should he given the above amounts by this General
Court for the three succeeding years, thus eliminating the
annual appropriation which is often passed so late in the
season that the work is greatly impaired. With a curtail-
ment in appropriation each year from that of the previous
one, it will he necessary to be as constantly efficient as possi-
ble. With this program carried out our expenditures for
the next four years will total SYOO,OOO, as compared with
$1,260,000 for the past four years. As $150,000 has already
been appropriated towards this year’s work, the additional
appropriation, therefore, asked for this year for the whole
period for the next four years is only $550,000.

The encouraging features of the outlook in this moth worl
are as follows:

(a ) Better supervision and method
(&) Improved equipment.
(c) A more definite State policy.
(d) Better co-operation with United States government.
(e) Local town and city politics largely eliminated and

local moth superintendents held responsible for results.
(/) Modern forestry methods proving as great factors in

successful economic moth suppression.
(g) Parasites and diseases proving more and more effi-

cient.
Foe General Forestry

(2), That an increased appropriation be made for the gen-
eral expenses of the State Forester’s department in order to
meet the enlarged demands from reforestation and forestry
management, and to render assistance in combating the
chestnut hark disease.
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(3) That the forest fire work, which has been well organ-
ized during the past season, be given additional funds for
its further perfection.

(4) That the resolve to provide for an amendment of the
Constitution relative to the taxation of wild or forest lands,
which passed the last General Court, based upon a special
message of Governor Foss, may receive favorable considera-
tion for the further benefit of forestry in Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

F. W. RAN E,
State Forester




