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Bill accompanying the first recommendation of the Controller of
mnty Accounts (House, No. 78). Counties. January 4.(

AN ACT
Relative to Payments by Counties to Law Library Asso-

ciations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
follows:

in

as

Secttox 1. Section four of chapter thirty-eight of
the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out
said section and substituting the following: —Section L

1

For the purpose of maintaining law libraries controlled
by legally established corporations and associations des-
ignated by sections one and three of this chapter and for
none other, county treasurers shall pay annually to such
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corporations and associations such amounts as the county
commissioners shall include in their annual estimate of9

Che CommonUiealth of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.

receipts and expenditures, granted and appropriated by
the legislature in the county tax, a separate amount
being fixed for each library, in case there is more than
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13 one in a county. All sums so paid shall be applied to
14 maintain and enlarge such libraries for the use of courts
15 and of citizens. The treasurer of the law library asso-
16 ciation, before receiving any money from the county

17 treasurer shall give bond, with sureties to the satisfac-
18 tion of the county commissioners for the faithful appli-
19 cation of such money and that he will make a return

30 annually to the county treasurer, under oath, of the man-

21 ner in which it has been expended, fully itemizing all
22 receipts and expenditures and accompanying the same
23 with proper vouchers.

1 Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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The law should be amended so that all law libraries must
be incorporated and appropriations therefor made in the
same way. Each library should have its separate appropria-
tion in the commissioners’ estimate, charged to general taxa-
tion. Clerks of courts fees should go into the general income
of the county. The treasurers account should be fully item-
ized and be subject to examination by this office, without any
question of the meaning of the law. Comparisons of the
cost of maintenance of the libraries could then be made and
a saving to the counties would undoubtedly follow.

I therefore recommend the passage of the accompany in
bill

Masters’ and Keepers’ Allowance
Section eight of chapter four hundred and fifty-six of the

acts of 1911 requires the superintendent, master or keeper
of any reformatory or penal institution to pay over to the
probation officer, under certain conditions, and at the end of
each week, a sum equal to fifty cents for each day’s hard
labor of certain prisoners in their institutions. In the case
of masters and keepers of jails and houses of correction the
act provides no funds from which to make these payments.

Section thirty-five of chapter six of the Revised Laws pro-
vides that officers who are authorized to expend money in
behalf of the commonwealth may, upon requisition, have
advanced them, by the commonwealth, money to meet such
expenses. But there is no provision of law authoriz-
ing advances to masters and keepers in order that they
may have funds from which to pay those expenses they
have to meet, either because of this new law or by other
laws such as that requiring advances to discharged prisoners,
and the laws relative to many small incidental expenditures.

This act of 1911 increases materially the amount they
have to advance from their own pockets and later ask the
county to reimburse to them. There is no reason why they
should be obliged to make these advances personally. The
county should advance them funds, under restrictions simi
lar to those imposed when the commonwealth makes ad
vances to them.

I therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying
bill.



Salaries of Deputies.

With the exception of the salary of the third deputy in
this office there has been no change in the deputies’ salaries
since the establishment of their offices. The third deputy’s
salary was raised from one thousand dollars to twelve hun-
dred dollars eleven years ago. The first deputy’s salary has
remained at eighteen hundred dollars for sixteen years and
the second deputy’s at fifteen hundred dollars for twenty-
one years. During this time the work has doubled. The
first and second deputies have held their positions for many
years and they, together with the third deputy, are extremely
efficient and valuable men. Their salaries average at least
five hundred dollars less than those of others in the employ-
ment of the Commonwealth, doing work of a somewhat simi-
lar nature but no more important and requiring not nearly
the same high standard of men. There is too great a differ-
ence in the salaries of the deputies. The work is the same
for each of them and the only difference between men of
about the same aptitude is that which experience makes.
Their salaries should all be raised so as to more nearly con-
form with the salaries paid others whose duties are of the
same general nature.

I therefore recommend the passage of the accompanying
bill.

Naturalization Fees,

Inasmuch as naturalization fees are now divided between
clerks of courts and the United States under the provisions
of the United States Naturalization Act of June 29, 1906,
the counties have no further claim upon them. And al-
though it may be that the second clause of section eighteen
of chapter one hundred and sixty-six of the Revised Laws,
making these fees payable by clerks of courts to county treas-
urers and by them to the treasurers of county law' libraries,

is, by implication, repealed by the United States law or nul-
lified by the decision of the Supreme Court of the Common-
wealth in the case of Hampden County v. Morris, clerk, I
recommend the passage of the accompanying bill.
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