
HOUSE No. 152

HOffice of Prison Commissioner!
•n, Jan. 3, 1912.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS IN-
CLUDED IN THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
BOARD OF PRISON COMMISSIONERS (PUB-
LIC DOCUMENT NO. 41) FOR THE YEAR
ENDING NOV. 30, 1913.

Departments foe Defective Delinquent:

1. According to the terms of chapter 595 of the Acts .of
1911 it is required that there shall he maintained at the
Reformatory for AVomen and the Massachusetts Reforma-
tory departments for defective delinquents; and for the

rpose of meeting this requirement it is recommended that
provide the needed buildingsan appropriation be granted t

and equipment and pay the
departments will consist of

f maintenance. These
groups of separate buildings,
r occupancy before the entire
id to avoid the confusion that

part of which will be ready f
establishment is completed; a
would be caused by committals in excess of the capacity, it
is suggested that the law should be changed so that the
courts shall not order a commitment when notified that there
are no vacancies in the buildings. It has been proposed that
the law should be further amended to differentiate the de-
fective delinquents who have already been committed to
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prison from those who are adjudged to he in that class when
on trial for some offence. As far as the departments herein
named are concerned the decision on this point can properly
be left in abeyance if the proposed amendment upon notice
to the courts is adopted, because in the first year it will
not be possible to provide room for a larger number than
will be found in the institution.

State Prison Parole.
2. The statutes of 1910, relative to the release of prisoners

on parole from the State Prison, should be amended so that
a parole may be granted to a prisoner who has been re-
moved to another institution without the formality of re-
turning the prisoner to the custody of the warden before
released. If a prisoner removed to the Massachusetts Re-
formatory is paroled, it is necessary to return him to the
State Prison for a nominal commitment before release in
order to make a technical compliance with the law.

Identification and Parole Agents.

3. The work of the agent for the identification of crim-
inals has increased so much that more help should be given.
This officer served a very important purpose in keeping
trace of the whereabouts of prisoners at liberty, and has fur-
nished much valuable information to other prison authori-
ties, and to the police departments of the cities and towns.
At present the entire time of another agent might not be
needed here, but as the parole work for the State Prison
demands more service on the part of the agents, a new man
could at once he fully employed in one way or the other, and
shortly his entire service would be required in the identi-
fication office. By that time another parole agent would
be needed. It is also suggested that the additional work that
will be caused by the establishment of a department for de-
fective delinquents will require the services of another woman
as agent. It is recommended that authority be given to this
Board to appoint such agents as the exigencies of the serv-
ice may demand.
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Sentences of Women.
4. There are now fewer women prisoners in Massachu-

setts than were held under imprisonment thirty years ago
when the State had only half its present number of inhabit-
ants; and the number of prisoners in the Reformatory for
Women is far below its capacity. This condition supplies
the reasons for renewing the recommendation which this
Board made a few years ago to the effect that all sentences
of women to the county prisons should be discontinued.

Salaeies of Officees at the Refoematoey foe Women.
5. It is nearly twenty-five years since the salaries of the

minor officers at the Reformatory Prison for Women were
regulated. In that time salaries in many other departments
hare been rearranged; and it is suggested that a new scale
of compensation should he adopted for the reformatory at
Sherborn. It is recommended that the titles of these officers
be merged in the one name of matron, and that the salaries
be graded according to the plan that was applied years ago
to the State Prison and the Massachusetts Reformatory.
It is urged that there should be a maximum salary of $6OO
to be reached through several terms of service.

Payments undee Ronsuppoet Law.
6. The law relative to prisoners committed for nonsupport

should be amended so that there will be no doubt as to what
source the money shall come from to make the payment.
Reliance cannot be placed upon the industries to provide an
income for this purpose, because in some places there is no
work at all, and in no place do the prisoners’ earnings amount
to 50 cents a day. It was doubtless the intention that this
should be a part of the expenses of the prison; and it is
recommended that section 8 of chapter 456 of the Acts of
1911 be amended to make this clear.
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Special Reports.
The commissioners will later present a special report upon

an inquiry into the treatment of prisoners suffering from
epilepsy and other nervous diseases; also a special report
concerning the employment of prisoners.

Removal of the State Prison.
In the special report on prison industries which will tend

towards an extension of the plan of making goods for the
use of public institutions, which has been in operation in
the State Prison and Massachusetts Reformatory for nearly
fourteen years, there will he a suggestion concerning a new
location for the State Prison. If the Legislature should
decide to authorize such an expansion of this method of
employment as would involve the making of furniture for
the schools and all other public departments there would
he great need of larger premises.

Respectfully submitted fc the Board of Prison Commis-
sioner

Fred E. Pettigeovi
Chairman.


