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Secretary of the Commonwealth
•.husetts.

To the Hon. Albert P. Langtry,
of Massai

with section 6 of chapter 18
rnmonwealth, as amended by

Deae Sie : In compliance
of the Revised Laws of the C<
chapter 452 of the Acts of the
Highway Commission has the
that part of its annual report

year 1910, the Massachusetts
honor to transmit herewith

which contains recommenda-
tions or suggestions for legislative action, together with drafts
of bills embodying the legislation recommended.

pectfully,Very re

WM. D. SOHIER
E. T). KEMP,

Massachusetts Highway Commission
Boston. Mass., Jan. 3, 191
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Suggestions for Legislation.

Damage to Hightvays.
1. Some law should he passed to prevent undue damage to

highways by traction engines, heavy motor trucks, etc., and
when any serious damage is done by any person to a highway,
such person should he required to repair the same or the cost
should be recovered by the authorities in charge of the repair
and maintenance of the road.

The commission suggests the passage of a law providing
that no person shall operate upon the highways in this Com-
monwealth any vehicle with wheels so constructed as to cause
any unusual amount of damage to such highways, and that
no traction engine, motor truck, or other vehicle shall be
operated on the highways, having upon the wheels any clamps,
ribs or other device which may cut into or injure the road
surface.

Motor vehicles are being run at comparatively high rates
of speed and constantly increasing weights. Traction engines
are likely to become numerous in this country, and many of
them are fitted with steel clamps or ribs which, with the
weight of the vehicle (from six to eighteen tons), cut directly
into the surface of the highway, whether constructed of
macadam or bituminous material. With an increase in this
traffic in the future, many of the bridges in the Common-
wealth, especially in the poorer towns, will be found insuffi-
cient, such bridges are likely to be destroyed and accidents
may happen thereon.

The Commission suggests that the Legislature consider
whether it would not be advisable to have some law regulating

Clie CommonUiealtJ) of Massachusetts.
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the weight of the vehicles, the kind of wheels that should be
used and the speeds at which such vehicles should be operated.

It might be well to have a law providing that no traction
engine, motor vehicle or other vehicle of greater weight than
six tons, including the vehicle and load, shall pass over any
bridge insufficient to carry that weight, and that any damage
to such a bridge shall be paid by the owner of the vehicle,
provided the authorities post notices to that effect at such
bridges. The law might also provide for the issuing of per-
mits allowing heavier vehicles or weights to be moved.

A tentative draft of an act tending to accomplish the above
is submitted herewith to indicate the lines along which such
legislation might proceed.

Appropriation for State Highways.
2. The commission suggests that an act be passed in 1912,

substantially in the form in which it has been passed heretc
fore (in 1902 and 1907), appropriating the sum of $5,000,-
000 for the use of the commission for the construction of
highways for the five years beginning with the year 191
one-fifth of said appropriation to be made available each year.

Under the act of 1907, the amount of $500,0Q0 a vear has
been available since the year 1908 for the construction of
State highways and the improvement of roads in so-called
“ small towns.” The increased appropriation is suggested
for the reason that the appropriation of $500,000 a year is
inadequate, in the opinion of the commission, to enable it
to complete the main important through lines of travel within
a reasonable length of time.

In this connection it should be remembered that many

the neighboring states are appropriating very much larger

urns of money than are available in this State, and are, th
fore, building main lines of highway much more rapidly.

The Commission is informed that the highway commis-
sioner of Connecticut has $3,000,000 available for worl
1912, and at the end of the year will have spent r

than the State of Massachusetts. New York has appropriated
$50,000,000 for a period of ten years, making $5,000,000
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a liable each year, and the commissioners of that State have
ave $22,000,000 available for
This will enable them to build
lachusetts boundary where this

stated publicly that they will 1
work during the ensuing year.
several lines of road to the Masi
Board will be utterly unable t
roads. The State of Rhode I
appropriated quite large sums

i connect with the New York
land, from time to time, has
)f money, considering the size

of the State, and has most of its important main through
lines of road almost entirely completed.

Even with the $1,000,000 a year suggested, the Commi
ion cannot, of course, compete with the states that have s

much money available, but the money could undoubtedly be
spent economically without any large increase in the office
expenses or any proportionately large increase in engineering
due to the fact that longer sections of road could be laid out
and constructed at a given time. This money would enable
the commission to complete or come near completing several
of the most important through routes, filling in the missing
links.

It must be remembered that the automobiles are paying a
large sum into the State treasury, nearly $400,000 a year
being available for the maintenance of State highways and
for the construction, improvement and repair of through
roads in the smaller towns. If Massachusetts roads are to
maintain the same reputation in the future as they have had
in the past, it will be necessary to make this money available.
Perhaps of equal importance is the money which' would
thereby be made available for work in the so-called “ small
towns,” where it is manifestly impossible, with the money
available, to build State highways. Under the Highway Act
fifteen per cent, of the money appropriated is available for
the improvement of roads in such towns, and this money has,
in the opinion of the commission, been of great value, not
only to the towns themselves, but to the traveling public, by
reason of the excellent facilities afforded in providing for
connections with State highways.

During the past few years the commission has not had
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nearly enough money available to meet appropriations made
by towns desiring aid under the provisions of the statute
whereby certain municipalities making appropriations for
particular roads can be alloted an equal amount from the
State. If $1,000,000 a year is made available, the commis-
sion will be able to meet more propositions of that kind and
thus not only provide good roads, but also aid greatly in in-
structing the towns as to the best methods of using the money
that they have.

A draft of an act is submitted herewith.

3. The Commission feels that in many cases where serious
automobile accidents occur in other states, in which Massa-
chusetts operators, licensed by this board, are involved, it
would be desirable for the commission’s investigators to go
into those other states and investigate the causes of the acci-
dents and make reports thereon.

As the question has been raised as to whether the expense
so incurred was authorized without special authority from
the Governor and Council in each instance, the Commission
would suggest that it be authorized by law to incur such ex-
pense, the amount to he charged to the automobile fees, and
suggests the passage of the act which accompanies this recom-
mendation.

Investigation of Automobile Accidents in Other States.




