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Bill accompanying the petition of Henry C. Long for legislation
for the establishment of a court of domestic relations. Joint Judi-
ciary. January 8.

AN ACT
To establish a Court of Domestic Relations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows:

1 Section 1. That there is hereby established a court
2 to be known as the Court of Domestic Relations.

1 Section 2. Said court shall be presided over by a
2 justice to be appointed by the governor in the same
3 manner as a justice of the superior court.

1 Section 3. The justice of this court shall be paid
2 an annual salary of eight thousand dollars a year and

3 shall sit in such places and at such times as directed by
4 the chief justice of the superior court.

Clje Commontocalth of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.



COURT OF DOMESTIC RELATIONS. [Jan.7.

2 said court to investigate thoroughly all cases of divorce
3 whether contested or uncontested as soon after the filing
4 of the libel therein as is reasonably possible.

1 Section 5. All the hearings of said court shall be
2 private and no one shall be admitted to any hearing with-
-3 out permission of said justice.

1 Section 6. For the purpose of investigating, said
2 court shall have the right to appoint a number of in-
3 vestigators, not more than three, whose duty it shall
4 be to thoroughly investigate all cases assigned to them
5 by the court and perform such other duties as the court
6 may direct. The salaries of said investigators shall be
7 two thousand dollars a year.

1 Section 7. It shall be the duty of the court on a
2 report of said investigators or on his own motion to
3 summon in the principal parties involved with a view
4 to adjusting the difference between the contending parties
5 and to attempt to maintain and re-establish felicitous re-
-6 lations between contending parties in order that the in-
-7 tegrity of the home and family may be preserved.

1 Section 8. In order to carry out the purpose of this
2 act said justice shall not sit as a court of law nor equity
3 but shall exercise the rights of law and equity necessary
4 and lawful to accomplish the aforesaid purposes so far
5 as it may be possible.

4 the county in which said action is brought.

1 Section 4. It shall be the duty of the justice of

1 Section 9. Said justice shall make a report in each
2 case brought to his attention and file the same in the
3 usual manner in the office of the clerk of the court in
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1 Section 10. In all eases said report may be used as
2 part of the evidence in sucb divorce cases as proceed to
3 trial.

1 Section 11. In all uncontested cases of divorce
2 where the court is fully satisfied that there is no possi-
-3 bility of a reconciliation and a divorce ought to be
4 granted, he may grant the same without further trial.

1 Section 12. On petition of aggrieved parties said
2 court may hear other cases of domestic infelicity where

or home is threatened, if, in
iuch hearing might result in
of the home.

3 the integrity of the family
4 the opinion of the court ;

5 preventing the destruction

1 Section 13. The deci ions of said court shall be
to points of law, which may2 final in all cases except a

3 be appealed to the supreme judicial court as in other
4 cases.

1 Section 14. This act shall take effect upon it
2 passage.




