
HOUSE No. 457

Bill accompanying the petition of Frank J. Donahue for legisla-
tion to provide for placing upon the official ballots the names of
candidates for United States senator. Election Laws. January 11.

AN ACT
To provide for Placing upon the Official Ballots the Names

of Candidates for the United States Senate.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of affording members of
2 the legislature information as to the preference of the
3 voters for candidates for senator in the congress of the
4 United States, the secretary of the commonwealth shall
5 place upon the official ballots at the direct primaries next
6 preceding the election of a senator in the congress of
7 the United States by the legislature of Massachusetts
8 the names of all candidates for senator in the congress
9 of the United States who have been nominated in the

10 manner now or which may hereafter be provided by
11 law for the nomination of candidates to be voted for at

Cbe Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.
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primary for offices to be filled by all the voters of the
unmonwealth.

Section 2. The votes cast for candidates for United
States senator in a direct primary shall be canvassed and
returned in the same manner as the votes for candidates
for nomination for state office.

Section 3. At the state election following such pri-
maries the secretary of the commonwealth shall place
upon the official ballots the names of the successful can-
didates in such primaries for the nominations for senator
iu the congress of the United States. The votes for, such
candidates shall be canvassed and returned in the same
manner as the votes for candidates for state office.

File secretary of state shall transmit duplicate copies
of the returns of such votes to the legislature assembled
at its next ensuing session, one of which copies shall be
addressed to the senate and the other to the house of
representatives of the state
ident of the senate and the

f Massachusetts. The pres-
leaber of the house of repre-

14 sentatives shall open and lay the same before the separate
15 houses when assembled to elect a United States senator

1(1 as now required by the act of congress. It shall be the
17 duty of each presiding officer to announce the candidate
8 for senator having the highest number of votes, ai

19 thereupon the legislature shall proceed upon the election
20 of a United States senator as required by the act

1 congress and the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Section 4. In the case of a candidate seeking nomina-
tion for the office of senator or representative in the
general court, he may include one of the following two
statements in his nomination paper:
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STATEMENT SO. 1.
6 During my term of office I will always vote for that
7 candidate for senator in the congress of the United States
8 who has received the highest number of the people’s
9 votes for that position at the state election next preceding

10 the election of a senator in the congress of the United
11 States, without regard to my individual preference.

(Signature of the candidate).12

13 STATEMENT NO. 2.
14 During my term of office I shall consider the vote of
15 the people for senator in the congress of the United States
16 as nothing more than a recommendation, which I shall
17 be at liberty to wholly disregard if the reason for doing
18 so seems to me to be sufficient.

(Signature of the candidate).19

1 Section 5. All existing provisions of law relating to
2 primaries and elections not inconsistent with this act
3 shall apply thereto as far as practicable.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




