
HOUSE No. 474

Bill accompanying the petition of Charles H. Morrill and others
for legislation to provide additional work upon state highways in
times of industrial distress. Labor. January 11.

AN ACT
To authorize Additional Work upon State Highways in

Times of Industrial Distress.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and, by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. In times of industrial distress among
2 laborers, arising from scarcity of work, the governor and
3 council may direct the treasurer and receiver-general to
4 issue bonds, scrip or certificates of indebtedness to such
5 amount, not exceeding in any one year the sum of five
6 hundred thousand dollars, as they shall determine.

3 coupons attached, and shall bear interest at such rates as
4 may be approved by the governor and council, and be

1 Section 2. Such scrip or certificates of indebted
2 ness shall be issued as registered bonds or with interes;
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5 payable semi-annually. They shall be designate!
6 their face as the State Highway Emergency Fund I
7 shall he countersigned hy the governor, and shall b<

8 deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the common
!) wealth; and the principal and interest thereof shall be

10 paid at the times specified therein in gold coin of the

11 United States or its equivalent. They shall be sold at
12 public auction, or dispose
13 such times and prices, in
14 of interest, not exceeding
15 as shall be deemed best.
16 by chapter four hundred
17 the year eighteen hundrei

:1 of in such other manner, a
nch amounts and at such rate;

four per centum per annum,
The sinking fund established

and ninety-seven of the acts of
d and ninety-four shall also be

18 maintained for the purpose of providing for the pay-
-19 ment of the bonds issued under authority of this act, and
20 the treasurer and receiver-general shall apportion thereto
21 from year to year an amount sufficient with the accumu-
-22 lations of said fund to extinguish at maturity the debt
23 incurred by the issue of said bonds. The amount neces-

24 sary to meet the annual sinking fund requirements and to
25 pay the interest on said bonds shall he raised by taxation
26 from year to year.

1 Section 3. The governor and council may direct the
2 Massachusetts highway commission to expend, and it shall

he the duty of the eomn sion to expend the said sum or
ivernor and council may desig-

■ repair of state highways, such
the regular work of that year,
don, said commission shall pro-
ns or repairs, not hv means of

4 such part thereof as the
5 nate, in the construction
6 work to be in addition to
7 Upon receiving such direc
8 ceed with such construct!

) contracts, but under the wn supervision; and for thi
10 purpose they shall employ such suitable persons, includ
11 ing civil engineers and foremen, as may be necessary



HOUSE —No. 474.M] J

1 Section 4. The mayor of any city or the selectmen
2 of any town may petition said commission to construct
3 or repair state highways as aforesaid within the limits of
4 such city or town; and the commission shall thereupon
5 investigate the need of such work and the need of employ-
-6 ment in such city or town, and if the governor and council
7 deem it proper, shall undertake such work.

1 Section 5. In case the commission is directed to
2 undertake such work in any city or town, they shall
3 employ as laborers and mechanics such persons as shall be
4 recommended to them by the mayor of the city or the
5 selectmen of the town, giving preference to men out of
6 work, and especially to men having persons dependent
7 upon them for support, provided that such employees
8 come within the limitations specified in section twenty-
-9 one of chapter five hundred and fourteen of the acts of

10 the year nineteen hundred and nine. And the treasurer
11 and receiver-general is hereby directed to pay to the Massa-
-12 chusetts highway commission, or to their order, such
13 sums from the said fund as the governor shall authorize
14 so to he paid, as above provided

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




