
HOUSE No. 488
Bill accompanying- the petition of John J. Conroy for legislation

to provide for the payment of damages to owners of land abutting
or adjoining the Boston Psychopathic Hospital. Public Charitable
Institutions. January 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.

AN ACT
To provide for Payment of Damages to Owners of Land

abutting or adjoining the Boston Psychopathic Hospi-
tal established on Fenwood Road in the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

Oc Commontoealti) of Qgassacfnisetts.

1 Section 1. The trustees of the Boston state hospital,
2 upon the application of the owner of any real estate in-
-3 jured by reason of the erection of a psychopathic hospi-
-4 tal as provided by acts of nineteen hundred and nine,
5 chapter four hundred and seventy, shall determine
6 whether said real estate is directly or indirectly decreased
7 in value by reason of the erection of said hospital or
8 other acts and doings of said board in connection there-
9 with, and may agree with such owner upon damages to

10 be paid for such injury or decrease in value, and if said
11 board and the owner of any such real estate cannot agree
12 upon such damages, such owner may within two years
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1-3 from the commencing of work upon said hospital, file
14 in the clerk’s office of the superior court for the county of
15 Suffolk a petition for the determination of such damages,
16 and thereupon said court, after notice by publication in
17 some newspaper published in said county of Suffolk, and
18 in such other manner as the court may order, that all
19 persons entitled to file such petitions shall be heard by
20 said court on the day therein named and a hearing theron,
21 shall from time to time appoint one or more commissions
22 each consisting of three disinterested persons. Each of

said commissions shall after notice and hearing determine
34 the damages specified in all such petitions as may be
25 filed as aforesaid and referred to by said court. Said
36 commissions shall from time to time report their deter-
-37 minations on petitions of such owners to said court.

1 Section 2. Said board shall upon agreeing upon any
2 damages, or upon the acceptance by said court of any
3 determinations specified in the preceding section, notify
4 the owner that they will pay the damages, and if such
5 owner shall, in accordance with such notice and within
6 one year after being so notified, deliver a release of such
7 damages to and satisfactory to said board, said board shall
8 then certify to the treasurer of the commonwealth the
9 amount to be paid such owner, and said treasurer shall

10 pay the same from the proceeds of bonds issued for that
11 purpose. Said board or any person whose property is
12 injured by the erection of said hospital or other acts in
13 connection therewith, if dissatisfied with any determina-
-14 tion of damages made by any commission, may at the
15 term on which said determination is filed in court or at

16 the succeeding term, claim a trial by jury to determine
17 such damages, and thereupon the damages shall be de-
-18 termined by a jury in said superior court and shall be
19 collected from the commonwealth.


