
HOUSE No. 489
Bill accompanying the petition of John W. Haigis for legislation

relative to the burial of paupers and to the allowance therefor made
by the Commonwealth. Public Charitable Institutions. January 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.

AN ACT
Relative to the Burial of Indigent Persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Section twenty of chapter eighty-one
2 of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out in line eleven the word “ fifteen ”, and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the word; thirty-five, and
5 also by striking out in line thirteen the word “ ten ”,

6 and inserting in place thereof the word; twenty,
7 —so as to read as follows: The overseers of the
8 poor of each place shall also relieve and support
9 and may employ all poor persons residing or found

10 therein, having no lawful settlements within this
11 commonwealth, until their removal to the state hos-
-12 pital, and if they die shall decently bury them.
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13 They shall also decently bury all deceased persons
14 who, although without means of support while liv-
-15 ing did not apply for public relief, and all unknown
16 persons found dead. The expense thereof may be
17 recovered of their kindred, if any, chargeable by
18 law for their support in the manner hereinbefore
19 provided; and if the expense of their burial is not
20 paid by such kindred, an amount not exceeding
21 thirty-five dollars for the funeral expenses of each
22 pauper over twelve years of age, and not exceeding
23 twenty dollars for the funeral expenses of each
24 pauper under that age, shall be paid by the com-
-25 monwealth.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


