
HOUSE No. 496

Bill accompanying the petition of John J. Murphy for legisla-
tion to provide for the appointment of a commission to devise
means for preventing the spread of venereal diseases. Public
Health. January 11.

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Commission to devise

Means for preventing the Spread of Venereal Diseases.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. A commission is hereby appointed to be
2 known as the medical investigation commission, to con-

3 sist of nine members, five of whom shall be physicians
4 registered in this commonwealth, to be appointed by the
5 governor with the advice and consent of the council.
6 One member shall be nominated by each of the following
7 bodies: the Massachusetts medical society, the trustees
8 of the Massachusetts general hospital, the trustees of the
9 Boston city hospital, the trustees of the Harvard medical

10 school, the trustees of the Tufts medical school, the trus-

die Commontocaltl) of a^assadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.
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tees of the Boston university medical school, the state
board of health. At least one member of the said com-
mission shall he a member of the bar of the common-
wealth.

Section 2. The said commission shall investigate the
the spread of venereal dis-
shall investigate the extent
ieases, especially gonorrhea
twenty-five years, and shall

social circumstances affecting
eases in the commonwealth,
of the spread of venereal dii
and syphilis, during the past
investigate the special circumstances affecting the pre-
valence of these diseases in each city and town in the
tate. The commission shall ascertain, so far as is pos-
ihle, where these diseases are contracted, the number

of persons infected, the classes of persons most affected,
and the results of the said diseases, whether ending in a
complete cure, insanity, or death; the effect of such dis-
eases on childbirth and the physical condition of the
offspring of persons so infected. The commission shall
also determine what efforts have been made in this com-
monwealth to remedy the said evils.

Section 3. The commission shall have access to all
records in public and private hospitals, and shall have
the powers of the courts to summon witnesses, to take
testimony under oath and to require the production of

and documents.

Section 4. The commission shall he paid a salary to

he determined by the governor with the advice and con-
sent of the council, not exceeding five thousand dollars
for each member, with the exception of the chairman
who shall he named by the governor, with the advice and
consent of the council, and who shall receive a salary of
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7 not more than ten thousand dollars. The commission
8 shall have authority to expend in their investigations
9 such sums not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars in

10 the aggregate, as shall be approved by the governor and
11 council, the same to be paid from the treasury of the
12 commonwealth.

1 Section 5. The commission shall report in full to
2 the next general court, not later than the tenth day of

3 January, nineteen hundred and thirteen, accompanying
4 its report with a bill or bills embodying a plan and the
5 method of carrying it out whereby the danger of contain!-
6 nation from venereal diseases shall be lessened and
7 whereby the commonwealth shall reap material reward
8 as the result of its investigations, in the improvement in
9 health of the inhabitants of the commonwealth. The

10 commission shall pay particular attention to the evils
11 resulting from the marriage of persons who have or have
12 had venereal diseases.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage,




