
HOUSE No. 568
Bill accompanying the petition of William M. McMorrow for an

amendment of the law relative to party enrollment as a prerequisite
for signing nomination papers and for voting at primaries. Elec-
tion Laws. January 12.

AN ACT
To abolish Party Enrollment as a Prerequisite for Signing

Nomination Papers and for Voting at Primaries.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as foUovis:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter five hundred and
2 fifty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eleven is hereby amended by striking out all after the
4 word “ committees ”, in the fourth line, to and including
5 the word “ parties ”, in the sixth line, and by inserting
6 the following in place thereof: ward leaders and
1 town leaders; and by striking out in the last paragraph
8 of said section all except the last sentence of said para-
-9 graph, and by inserting the following in place thereof:

qO —Each political party shall in every senatorial district

Ct)c CommontoealtJ) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.
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11 annually elect not more than one district member of
13 the state committee, and in every ward or town not more
13 than one ward leader or town leader, who shall hold office
14 for one year from the first day of January next follow-
-15 ing their election and until their successors meet for
16 organization. Upon the death or resignation of a town
17 leader the state committee shall fill the vacancy; upon
18 the death or resignation of a ward leader the city com-
-19 mittee shall fill the vacancy. In a city the ward leaders
20 shall constitute a city committee, - so that said section
31 shall read as follows: Section 1. The nomination of

22 candidates of political parties for all offices to be filled
23 at a state election, excepting the office of presidential
24 elector, and the election of district members of state com-
-35 mittees, ward leaders and town leaders, shall be by direct
26 plurality vote in primaries.
27 Each political party shall in every senatorial district
28 annually elect not more than one district member of the
29 state committee, and in every ward or town not more
30 than one ward leader or town leader who shall hold office
31 for one year from the first day of January next following

their election and until their successors meet for organi-
3 zation. Upon the death or resignation of a town leader
4 the state committee shall fill the vacancy; upon the death
i 5 or resignation of a ward leader the city committee shall
6 fill the vacancy. In a city the ward leaders shall consti-

-7 tute a city committee. Wherever in this act the word
38 “ aldermen” is used it shall include the boards or offi-
39 cials having the powers of aldermen in a city which does
40 not have a board of aldermen.

1 Section 2. Section five of said chapter five hundred
nd fifty is hereby amended by striking out after th

hree in line four, to and inclusive of the word
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4 “ represents ” in the fourth line, and inserting the fol-
lowing in place thereof: the name of the political party

6 whose nomination he seeks, and bv striking out in the
7 second paragraph thereof all after the word “ shall ”, in
8 the first line of said paragraph to and inclusive of th
9 word “ party ” in the fourth line of said paragraph, and

10 inserting the following in place thereof: —be signed by
11 members of the political party whose nomination the
12 candidate seeks, and shall contain a statement that the

upport the candidate named13 signers thereof intend to
nit the last paragraph thereof14 therein, and by striking
in place thereof; Not more15 and inserting the following

16 than one candidate shall be nominated on a nomination
17 paper, so that said section shall read as follow
IS Section 5. Every nomination paper shall state, in addi-
19 tion to the name of the candidate, (1) his residence, with
20 street and number thereof, if any, (2) the office for which
21 he is nominated, (3) the name of the political party
22 whose nomination he seeks, and the paper may state, in

the occupation of the candi-not more than eight word
h he has held, or that he is a24 date, the public offices whi

25 candidate for renomination, provided he is at the time
26 an incumbent of the office for which he seeks renomina-

27 tion for another term, but not otherwise. Every voter
28 who signs such paper shall sign it in person, with his full
29 surname, his Christian name, and the initial of every

10 other name which he mav have, and shall state his re
lay of April, as well as flu1 dence of the previous first

32 place where he is then living, with the nber

thereof; but any voter who is prevented by physical di
34 ability from writing, or who had the right to vote on the

day of Mav in the year eighteen hundred and fif
nav authorize rson to write his name and
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37 residence in his presence; and every voter may sign as
38 many nomination papers for each office to be filled as
39 there are persons to he nominated for or elected thereto
40 and no more.
41 Such nomination paper shall be signed by members of
42 the political party whose nomination the candidate seeks,
43 and shall contain a statement that the signers thereof
44 intend to support the candidate named therein; and who-

falselv to a statement on a45 ever knowingly subscribe
46 nomination paper shall be punished by imprisonment for

r by a fine not exceeding fifty47 not more than five clay
48 dollars.

Relate shall be nominated on aNot more than one can49

nomination paper.50

Section 3. Section six of said chapter five hundred
and fifty is hereby amended by striking out all after the
word “ voters ” in the seventh line thereof, to and inclnd-

1
9,

0

ing the word “ paper ” in the tenth line, and by striking
out all after the word “ committees ” in the fourth line of

4
5

the second paragraph of said section, so that said section
shall read as follows: Section 6. Every nomination
paper shall be submitted on or before five o’clock in the
afternoon of the Saturday preceding the day on which it
must be filed to the reefstrars of the city or town in

6

t

8

H

10

which the signers appear to be voters, and in Boston to
the election commissioners, who shall forthwith certify
thereon the number of signatures which are names of
voters, both in citv or town and in the district for which

n
12

1oO
14
15 the nomination is made. They need not certify a greater

number of names than are required to make a nomina-
tion with one fifth of such number added thereto. Names
not certified in the first instance shall not thereafter be

16
17

18

tilled on the same nomination papers. The seer19
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20 of the commonwealth shall not he required in any case
21 to receive nomination papers for a candidate after re-
-22 ceiving papers containing a sufficient number of certified
23 names to make a nomination, with one fifth of such nutn-

-24 her added thereto.
25 No person shall be a candidate for nomination for
26 more than one office for which nominations are made
27 under this act; but this shall not apply to candidates for
28 membership in political committees.

1 Sectiox 4. Section ten of said chapter five hundred
2 and fifty is hereby amended by striking out all after the
3 word “ candidates ” in the seventh line thereof, to and
4 including the word “ committees ” in the eighth line
5 thereof, and inserting the following in place thereof:
6 by the ward leaders and town leaders, and by striking

Nt the word “ committees ” in the eleventh line and
8 inserting in place thereof the word: leaders, —so as
9 to read as follows: Section 10. If a person nomi-

-10 nated to be voted for at a primary under this act dies
11 before the day of the primary, or withdraws his name
12 from nomination, or is found to be ineligible, the vacancy

13 mav be filled, in the case of a candidate for nomination,

14 bv the state committee, if the candidate is one to be voted
15 for by all the voters of the commonwealth; and in the
16 case of all other candidates bv the ward leaders and town

17 leaders, in the wards and towns comprising the respec-
-18 five districts, and in the case of a candidate for election
19 by the said ward and town leaders; provided, hoivever,
20 that the death, withdrawal or ineligibility of a candidate
21 for nomination shall not be treated as creating a vacancy
22 to be filled unless by reason of such vacancy there would
23 be no candidate for the party nomination for the office-
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Ired and fifty is hereby amended by striking out the last
3 paragraph thereof and inserting the following in place
1 thereof: The names of the candidates of all political

5 parties shall he printed on the same ballot, hut the names
6 of candidates of each political party shall he arranged
7 in party columns, two adjoining columns being given to
8 each political party. At the head of said party columns
9 shall be printed “ official ballot of (here shall follow the

10 party name.) At the top of the ballot, extending the
11 entire length shall be printed the words “ For ballot to
12 he counted, vote for candidates of one party only.”
13 The party columns shall be arranged in such order as
14 may he determined by lot under the direction of the
15 secretary of the commonwealth, who shall notify each
16 state committee and give a representative of each commit-
-17 tee an opportunity to he present, so that said section shall
18 read as follows: Section 12. Ballots for use at pri-
-19 maries under this act shall be prepared and provided, and
20 the number thereof determined, by the secretary of the
21 commonwealth, and no other ballots shall he received or
2 counted: provided, however, that if the ballots provided

23 for any polling place are not delivered, or if after deliv-
-24 ery they are lost, destroyed or stolen, the city or town
25 clerk or election commissioners shall prepare ballots sim-
-26 ilar as far as possible, which ballots may be used.
27 The names of the candidates of all political parties
28 shall be printed on the same ballot, but the names of can-
-29 didates of each political party shall be arranged in party
30 columns, two adjoining columns being given to each polit-
-31 ical party. At the head of said party columns shall be
32 printed “official ballot of (here shall follow the partv

name.) At the top of the ballot, extending the

1 Section 5. Section twelve of said chapter five hun-
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34 length shall he printed the words “ for ballot to be
35 counted, vote for candidates of one party only.” The
36 party columns shall be arranged in such order as may he
37 determined by lot under the direction of the secretary of
38 the commonwealth, who shall notify each state committee
39 and give a representative of each committee an opportu-
ne nity to be present.

1 Section 6. Section thirteen of said chapter five hull-
2,, dred and fifty is hereby stricken out and the following
3 is inserted in place thereof: Each voter desiring to
4 vote in a primary shall give his name and his residence
5 to one of the ballot clerks, who shall thereupon distinctly
6 announce the same; and if such name is found upon the
7 voting list by the ballot clerk, he shall check and repeat
8 the name and give one ballot to such voter, who shall then
9 be admitted within the guard rail.

1 Section 7. Section fourteen of said chapter five hun-
-2 dred and fifty is hereby repealed.

1 Section 8. Section fifteen of said chapter five hun-
-2 dred and fifty is hereby amended by adding the following

3 at the end thereof: —ln the counting of votes when the
4 ballots are removed from the ballot box they shall first

5 be sorted into piles, one for each party. If a voter marks
6 for candidates of more than one party his ballot shall be

i. Ballots so set aside and not7 set aside and not counted.
8 counted shall be marked “

9 and shall be preserved like
void ” on the outside thereof
fiber ballots, so that said

Section 15. Xo ballots10 section shall read as follow
11 cast at a primary under this ,ct shall be counted until the

12 close of the polls. In the counting of votes when the
13 ballots are removed from the ballot box they shall first be
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14 sorted into piles, one for each party. If a voter marks
15 for candidates of more than one party his ballot shall be
16 set aside and not counted. Ballots so set aside and not
17 counted shall he marked “ void ” on the outside thereof
18 and shall be preserved like other ballots.

1 Section 9. Section sixteen of said chapter five hun-
-2 dred and fifty is hereby amended by striking out all after
3 the word “ committees ” in the tenth line, and by striking
4 out all after the word “ for ” in the second line of the
5 second paragraph of said section, to and including the
6 word “ committees ” in said second line, and inserting
7 the following in place thereof: ward leaders and town
8 leaders, —so that said section shall read as follows:
9 Section 16. Upon the receipt of the records of votes

10 cast at primaries held under this act the city or town clerk
11 or election commissioners shall forthwith canvass the
12 same and make return of the votes for candidates for
13 nomination for state offices, and for election as members
14 of the state committee to the secretary of the com-
-15 monwealth, who shall forthwith canvass such returns,
16 determine the results thereof, notify the successful can-

-17 didates, and certify to the state committees the names of
18 the persons nominated for state offices and elected as
19 members of the state committees.
20 Said clerks or commissioners shall determine the re-
-21 suits of the vote for ward-leaders and town-leaders, issue
22 proper certificates thereof to the successful candidates,
23 and notify the chairman of the city and town committees
24 of the respective parties.

1 Section 10. Section seventeen of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by striking out all

after the word “ bv ”, in the sixth line, to and ineludino-
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4 the word “ committees ”, in the seventh line, and insert-
-5 ing the following in place thereof: —■ the ward-leaders
6 and the town-leaders; and by striking out the third
7 paragraph of said section, so that said section shall read
8 as follows; Section 17. In case of a tie vote for any
9 candidate for nomination for an office to he filled by all

10 the voters of the commonwealth the vacancy shall be
11 filled bv the state committee.
12 In case of a tie vote for any other candidate for nom-
-13 ination the vacancy shall be filled by the ward-leaders
14 and town-leaders in the wards and towns comprising the
15 districts for which the nominations are to be made.
16 All vacancies caused by ties shall be filled only by
17 the choice of one of the candidates receiving the tie
18 vote.

1 Section 11. Section eighteen of said chapter five
2 hundred and fifty is hereby amended by striking
3 out all after the word “ of ”, in the ninth line, to and
4 including the word “ town ” in the eleventh line, and
5 inserting the following in place thereof: the ward-
-6 leaders and town-leaders elected at the primaries, — 1 so

that said section shall read as follows: Section 18. A
8 political party may, upon the call of its state committee,
9 but not earlier than one week after the holding of the

10 primaries, hold a state convention for the purpose of
11 adopting a platform, electing such number of members
12 at large of the state committee as may be fixed by the
13 state committee, nominating presidential electors, and
14 for such other purposes not inconsistent with this act as
15 the state committee or the convention may determine.
16 Such convention shall consist of the ward leaders and
17 town leaders elected at the primaries, the members of the
18 state committee, the United States senators from Massa-
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husetts who are members of the party, the nominees pf19 c
all office to be filled at20 the state election
iii which no elections
aimbents of those office

and in year21 are held for such
■ffices, the in who are members5,9,

23 of the party.

This act shall take e fleet upon its pas1
•) ■age.

Section 1

the party


