
HOUSE . . . .  No. 603
Bill accompanying the petition o f the mayor o f  the city o f  Boston 

for legislation to provide for the care by the Commonwealth o f  
persons suffering from tuberculosis in said city. Public Charitable 
Institutions. January 12.

Cl)c C om m onlue al t i )  of M a s s a c h u s e t t s .

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.

AN ACT
To provide for the Care by the Commonwealth o f Persons 

suffering from Tuberculosis in the city o f  Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, 
as follows:

1 Section  1 . The com m onwealth, after the first cla}̂

2 o f January, in the year nineteen hundred and thirteen,
3 shall by the officers and boards authorized thereto have
4 the care and control and treatment o f all persons afflicted
5 with tuberculosis or consumption, who are now cared for
6 by the city o f Boston or by  any board or officers thereof,
7 and the city o f Boston shall not hereafter establish any
8 hospital, sanatorium or other institution for the care o f
9 said patients, or after said date maintain any such insti-

10 tution or be liable for the board, care or treatment ol
11 any such person.
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S ection  2 . The institution or hospital in which such 
tubercular or consumptive persons are cared for shall 
after said date be called the Consumptives Hospital for the 
City o f Boston, and shall be subject to all laws so far as 
they apply governing said hospitals. The government 
o f said consumptives hospital for the city o f Boston 
when established shall be vested with a board of seven 
trustees, to be appointed by the governor with the 
advice and consent o f  the council, o f  whom five shall 
be men and two shall be women. One member shall 
annually in January be appointed by the governor with 
the advice and consent o f the council for the term of 
seven years from the first W ednesday o f  the February 
follow ing. Members o f  the board may be removed for 
cause by the governor with advice and consent of the 
council. Members o f  the board first appointed shall hold 
office from the time o f  their appointment for terms expir
ing one, two, three, four, five, six and seven years respec
tively, from the first W ednesday in February, in the 
year nineteen hundred and thirteen, the length of their 
terms to be designated at the time o f  appointment.

S ectio n  3 . The trustees o f  the state sanatorium for 
tubercular patients are hereby authorized, with the ap
proval o f  the governor and council, in the name and 
behalf o f  the commonwealth, to take or acquire by pur
chase or otherwise, the lands and buildings now con
stituting the Boston Consumptives Hospital in the City 
o f  Boston, together with any lands or buildings adjacent 
thereto which in their opinion may be necessary to 
accom plish the purposes o f  this act. In the event of 
the taking o f  said lands and buildings by said trustees, 
the trustees shall file in the registry o f deeds for the 
county o f Suffolk a description o f  the lands and build-
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13 ings so taken with a statement signed by said trustees
14 or a majority thereof, that the same are taken under
15 the provisions o f  this act in the name and behalf o f  the
16 commonwealth; and the said act and time o f  filing shall
17 be deemed to be the act and time o f  the taking o f  such
18 lands and buildings, and shall be a sufficient notice to all
19 persons that the same have so been taken. The title to
20 the lands and buildings so taken shall vest absolutely in
21 the commonwealth and its assigns forever. The com -
22 monwealth shall pay all damages sustained b y  the city
23 of Boston by reason o f  the taking o f  said lands and build-
24 ings, and said state board shall have full pow er, subject
25 to the approval o f the governor and council, to settle
26 with the mayor and board o f  trustees o f  said consump-
27 tives hospital for the oily o f Boston, the value o f  lands
28 and buildings taken as aforesaid ; and if said value can-
29 not so be agreed upon by them, the superior court, upon
30 application o f either party, within one year after said
31 taking, and after notice to the other party, shall appoint
32 three commissioners who shall determine said value, and
33 whose finding when accepted by  the court shall be final.
34 Onty one o f said commissioners shall be a resident o f
35 the county o f  Suffolk. The commissioners shall receive
36 such compensation as may be determined by  the court,
37 which shall be paid by the city  o f  Boston if the value
38 o f the said lands and buildings as determined by  the
39 commissioners, exclusive o f  interest, does not exceed
40 the amount which the commonwealth offered to pay
41 therefor prior to the application for the appointment o f
42 the com missioners; and otherwise the compensation o f
43 the commissioners shall be paid by the commonwealth.

1 S ectiox  4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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