
HOUSE No. 713
Bill accompanying the petition of Edward K. Hathaway and an-

other for legislation relative to the school committee of the city of
New Bedford. Cities. January 15.

AN ACT
Relative to the School Committee of the City of New Bed-

ford.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. The school committee of the city of ISTew
2 Bedford shall consist of the mayor, ex-officio, and six
3 members who shall he elected at large. In the year
4 nineteen hundred and twelve, there shall be elected at the
5 annual city election three members to serve for two
6 years, and three members to serve for one year, and
7 annually thereafter there shall be elected three mem-
-8 hers to serve for the terms of two years.

1 Section 2. The school committee shall elect a super-
-2 intendent of schools and may, under the laws regulating
3 the civil service, appoint, suspend, or remove at pleasure
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4 such subordinate officers or assistants, including janitors
5 of school buildings, as it may deem necessary for the
6 proper discharge of its duties and the conduct of its
7 business; it shall define their terms of service and their

duties and shall fix their compensation. No member of
9 the school committee except the mayor shall, during the

10 term for which he is elected, hold any other office or
11 position the salary or compensation for which is payable
12 out of the city treasury.
13 The committee shall organize on the first Wednesday
14 in January, and shall elect one of its members as vice-
-15 chairman, whose duty it shall be to preside at all meet-
-16 ings of the committee at which the mayor is not pres-
-17 ent.

1 Section 3. The school committee, in addition to the
2 powers and duties pertaining by law to school committees,

3 shall have power to provide, when they are necessary,
4 temporary accommodations for school purposes, and shall
5 have the control of all school buildings and of the grounds
6 connected therewith, and the power to make all repairs,
7 the expenditures for which are made from the regular
8 appropriation for the school department, except as is
9 otherwise provided herein.

1 Section 4. No site for a school building shall be
2 acquired by the city unless the approval of the site by
3 the school committee is first obtained. No plans for the
4 construction of or alterations in a school building shall
5 be accepted, and no work shall be begun on the construc-
6 tion or alteration of a school building, unless the ap-
-7 proval of the school committee therefor is first obtained.
8 Nothing herein contained shall require such approval
9 for the making of ordinary repairs.
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1 Section- 5. All meetings of the school committee shall
2 be open to the public. Four members shall constitute a
3 quorum. All votes shall be taken viva voce by yea and
4 nay, and all votes shall be entered in the records of the
5 committee.

2 reasonable rules and regulations for the management of
3 the public schools of the city and for conducting the
4 business of the committee, provided that such rules are

not inconsistent with any laws of the state

1 Section 7. If a vacancy occurs in the school commit-
-2 tee by failure to elect, or otherwise, the city council and
3 the remaining members of the school committee shall
4 meet in joint convention and elect a suitable person to
5 fill the vacancy until the next election. The mayor, if
6 present, shall preside at the convention.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
-2 ance by a majority of the voters present and voting
3 thereon at the next annual state election. The vote shall
4 be taken by ballot in answer to the question: “ Shall an
5 act passed by the general court in the year nineteen hun-
-6 dred and twelve, entitled, 'An Act relative to the School
7 Committee of the City of Hew Bedford be Accepted? ’ ”

8 The said question shall be printed on the official ballot.

1 Section 6. The school committee shall make all




