
HOUSE No. 799

Bill accompanying the petition of Frederick T. Fuller and others
for legislation to provide for the elimination of private profit in
the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors. The Liquor Law,
January 15.

AN ACT
To make the Manufacture and Sale of Intoxicating Bever-

ages a State Monopoly.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as folloius:

1 Section 1. In order to lessen the consumption of al-
coholic beverages and the social and political evils re-

ulting therefrom, the manufacture and sale of intoxicants
I is hereby made a public monopoly

1 Section 2. A commission is hereby established, tc
2 be known as the alcohol commission, to consist of three
8 persons to be appointed by the governor, one of whom
1 shall be a member of an organized society for the pro-

-5 motion of temperance. The three members of the com-
6 mission shall be appointed in the first place for terms of

Cl)e Commontoealti) of Siaosticljusett.s.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.



Intoxicating beverages. [Jan.9.

7 one, two, and three years respectively, and thereafter
8 their successors shall be appointed for terms of three
9 years. The chairman of the commission shall engage

10 in no other business, and shall receive a salary of ten
11 thousand dollars annually. The salary of the other mem-

-12 hers shall be five thousand dollars each. The members
13 of the commission shall also he allowed such sums for
14 their expenses as may be approved by the governor and
15 council.

1 Section 3. The commission shall proceed to take pos-
-2 session in the name and on behalf of the commonwealth
3 of all breweries and manufactories of intoxicating liquors
4 within the commonwealth. The compensation to be paid
5 therefor shall he determined in the manner provided by
6 section seven of Part II of chapter four hundred and
7 sixty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and six in
8 regard to takings of the property of railroad corporations.

1 Section 4. On and after May one, nineteen hundred
2 and thirteen, no person other than a salaried agent or
3 employee of the alcohol commission shall manufacture or
4 sell, or aid in manufacturing or selling, any beverage
5 containing above one per cent of alcohol, except as such
6 sales may he under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United
7 States as a matter of interstate commerce. No such agent
8 or employee shall make a profit, directly or indirectly,
9 upon intoxicants sold by him, nor shall the amount of

10 his salary be increased or diminished in consequence of
11 an increase or diminution in the amount of such sales.
12 Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall he
13 punished by a fine of not less than one hundred, nor more
14 than ten thousand dollars, and by imprisonment of not
15 less than one month, nor more thanfive years.



HOUSE No. 799.1912.] 3

1 Section 5. In cities and towns voting “no ” upon
3 the license question, persons to whom licenses of the sixth
3 class have been issued shall have a clerk authorized or
4 supplied by the commission who shall have exclusive con-
5 trol of all sales made under the authority of such license
6 and shall account therefor to the commission. In cities
7 and towns voting “ yes ”, the commission shall establish
8 such public bars and dispensaries of liquors as it deems
9 expedient, but the total number of such selling agencies

10 shall in no case exceed the ratios to population now per-
il mitted by law. Hotels and clubs licensed to dispense
12 intoxicants to guests and members, and persons holding
13 sixth-class licenses, shall be supplied by the commission with
14 special clerks under its direct control as above provided,
15 and in no case shall dispense intoxicants except through
16 the agency of such employees of the commission.

1 Section 6. No liquor shall be sold at wholesale by
2 the commission or under its authority, and the retail
3 prices now established by custom or competition shall
4 not be reduced. The profits of the business shall an-
-5 nually be turned in to the state treasury, and shall not
6 be used to reduce taxation, but any surplus remaining
7 after paying the interest and providing for the redemp-
-8 tion of the bonds hereinafter authorized shall be divided
9 at the discretion of the governor and council between the

10 boards of education, charity, insanity and prison commis-
-11 sioners and used by them to maintain free coffee-rooms
12 and social centres, to promote education upon the conse-
-13 quences of indulgence in alcoholic stimulants, and in
14 general to mitigate the social consequences of alcoholism.

1 Section 7. No advertising of intoxicating beverages,
2 and no display thereof in any manner calculated to at-
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Section 10. Sections two, three and eight of this act
shall take effect upon the first day of May, nineteen hun-
dred and thirteen. The remainder of the act shall take
effect upon its passage.4
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tract buyers, shall be permitted in this commonwealth,
and any person so advertising or displaying the same shall
be liable to the penalties provided in section four; but a
descriptive list of such beverages may be furnished by
the commission to persons applying therefor.

Section 8. To meet the expense of the takings au-
thorized by this act, and to provide the commission with
the necessary working capital, the treasurer and receiver
general shall from time to time issue bonds running from
two to twenty years, in such amounts and upon such terms
as the commission shall authorize and the governor and
council shall approve.

Section 9. The employment of agents and other
employees of the commission shall be subject to the rules
of the civil service, except that persons of good character
already engaged in the manufacture or sale may, at the
discretion of the commission, be retained therein with-
out examination.


