
HOUSE No. 837
Bill accompanying the petition of James P. Mnnroe and another

for an amendment of the law relative to reporting cases of disease
of the eyes of infants. Public Health. January 15.

AN ACT
Relative to the Prevention of Blindness in Infants.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventeen, chapter twenty-nine,
2 of the Revised Laws, is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “ explanations,” in the sixth line thereof,
4 the following words: ■— including an explanation that
5 chapter two hundred and fifty-one of the acts of nine-
-6 teen hundred and five requires physicians to report im-
-7 mediately to the local board of health every child one
8 or both of whose eyes become inflamed, swollen and red
9 and show an unnatural discharge within two weeks

10 after birth, —so that said section shall read as fob
11 lows: Section 17. The secretary of the commonwealth
12 shall, at the expense of the commonwealth, prepare and
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13 furnish to the clerks and boards of health of cities and
14 towns, and to the superintendent of the state hospital,
15 record books, hooks for indexes thereto, forms for re-
16 turns, on paper of uniform size, and any necessary in-
-17 structions and explanations, including an explanation
18 that chapter two hundred and fifty-one of the acts of
19 nineteen hundred and five requires physicians to report
20 immediately to the local board of health every child
21 one or both of whose eyes become inflamed, swollen and
22 red and show an unnatural discharge within two weeks
23 after birth. City and town clerks shall distribute the
24 blank forms as the secretary shall direct. A city or town
25 may provide such books and forms if they conform to
26 those prepared by the secretary.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


