
HOUSE No. 841

Bill accompanying the petition of Norman H. White and another
for legislation to provide for a reorganization of the State Board of
Health. Public Health. January 15.

AN ACT
To provide for Reorganizing the State Board of Health and

to prevent the Spread of Disease.

Oic Commontucaldb of QjLissadiusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter seventy-five ol

2 the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
8 whole of said section and by substituting therefor the
4 following: Section 1. There shall be a state board
5 of health consisting of five persons appointed by the
I! governor with the advice and consent of the council.
7 For the first term one member shall be appointed for
8 one year, one for two years, one for three years, one for
9 four years, and one for five years ; and thereafter as the

10 terms of office expire each year, one member shall be
11 appointed for a term of five years. Vacancies on the
12 board shall be filled for unexpired terms by the governor
13 with the advice and consent of the council. A chairman
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14 shall lie designated by the governor with the advice and
15 consent of the council.
16 The chairman shall receive an annual salary of eight
17 thousand dollars and the other members of the board, an
18 annual salary of one thousand dollars each

1 Section 2. Section four of chapter seventy-live of
2 the Revised Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following paragraphs :

4 It shall have power to establish such systems of in-
-5 spection, to make, alter, modify, revoke and enforce
6 regulations for the prevention of disease to be carried out
7 by local boards of health, as in its judgment may be
8 necessary to prevent or to minimize diseases of all kinds,
9 to prevent and abate all conditions which endanger the

10 public health.
11 Any person who shall neglect or refuse to obey such
12 regulations or who shall wilfully obstruct or hinder the
13 execution (hereof shall be punished for each offense by a
14 fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than
15 five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
16 six months or by fine and imprisonment. If the local
17 boards of health or selectmen or other officials acting as
18 such are negligent in the performance of their duties, or
19 refuse or neglect to carry on the rules and regulations as
20 laid down by the state board of health, or for any reason
21 the interests of the public health require such action, the
22 state board of health shall have at all times and may, in
23 its discretion, exercise all the power and authority in
24 each city and town which by law is given to the local
25 boards of health.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage


