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AN ACT
To provide for the Abolition of Unemployment.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. (a) A co-operative garden city and farm
2 shall he established and conducted bv the state not far
3 from Boston, into which all unemployed persons, with
4 their families if they are married, shall be received.
5 These persons shall be provided with work, the products
6 of which to the extent of their needs shall be distributed
7 among them. The design of this project shall be to en-
-8 able the great numbers of more or less unemployed
9 people always existing to support themselves, to save

10 them from degeneration and disease, to remove them
11 from cities, and teach them a better mode of life, and
12 to give them industrial and intellectual training so that
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18 themay be better citizens and better able to earn a human
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14 living anywhere. To enable these things to be done the
15 garden city shall develop various industries. The work-
-16 ing time of all except the managers shall be divided in-
-17 to two parts, one part to be applied to manufacturing,
18 the other to work on the land when such work is season-
19 able. For those who pursue some course of education,
20 however, a portion of the dayr shall be reserved to be de-
-21 voted to it. Public recreation and entertainment of
22 good quality shall be provided and no inferior entertain-
-23 ments shall be allowed.
24 (b) To establish the garden city and farm a commis-
-25 sion of seven members, two of whom at least shall be
26 women, shall on the passage of this act be appointed by
27 the governor with the advice and consent of his council
28 which commission shall serve without pay, and shall dur-
-29 ing or before the second week of January, 1913, report
30 a complete plan, embodying it also in a bill or bills for

1 its immediate execution. The said commission may

32 employ experts and all necessary clerical and other assis-
-33 tance, and may incur such reasonable expenses, includ-
-34 ing travelling expenses, as may be authorized by the
35 governor and his council. Before incurring any ex-
-36 penses the commission shall from time to time, estimate
37 its probable amount, and submit the estimate to the gov-
-38 ernor and council for their approval, and no expense
39 shall be incurred by the commission beyond the amount
40 so estimated and approved. To carry out the purposes
41 of this act there may be expended from the treasury of
42 the commonwealth a sum not exceeding ten thousand
43 dollars.

1 Section 2. A commission of five persons to be ap-
-2 pointed by the governor and approved by his council
3 upon the passage of this act, shall secure the free loan of
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4 plots of vacant land in and near Boston to be cultivated
5 bj working people or their families during the coming
6 two summers, in order to reduce the cost of living to
7 the unemployed and insufficiently employed. This com-
-8 mission shall be called the vacant land commission. It is
9 empowered to employ a manager of the work and to ex-

-10 pend from the treasury of the commonwealth not more
11 than two thousand dollars each year for total expenses
12 in which shall be included aid in supplying seeds and
13 tools to the most needy workers.

1 Section 3. The state labor bureau shall prepare and
2 submit to the general court in this session a plan for
3 a labor exchange, to be conducted in Boston by the State
4 labor bureau, to co-operate with employers of labor to
5 bring about the organization of then’ work in such a way
6 as to eliminate irregularity of employment as is now
7 being done with success in some other countries.

1 Section 4. Each city of thirty thousand or more in
2 habitants shall provide and maintain two municipal lodg-
-3 ing houses, one for men, the other for women, in a cen-
-4 tral part of the city, in which thoroughly healthful and at-
-5 tractive single rooms may be rented for any length of
6 time at a low price. Lodgers who cannot otherwise pay for
7 their rooms shall, as far as may be, receive employment
8 in doing the work of the house. The rooms shall be
9 kept perfectly clean and sanitary, the houses shall con-
10 tain a laundry, and an attractive general room or rooms
11a reading room, a gymnasium, and a hall for lectur

1 Section 5. Every city of thirty thousand or more
2 inhabitants shall maintain a soup and coffee kitchen

every winter from November first to April first, wh
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4 substantial bowl of soup containing some meat, a cup of
5 coffee with a thick slice of bread, and a doughnut may

6 be bought for five cents.

2 inhabitants shall have and maintain a labor lodge, and it
3 shall so be called, similar in principle to the Hawkins
4 street wayfarer’s lodge in Boston, but much more cheer-
-5 fully and fittingly constructed in every respect, where
6 men with no money may obtain supper, lodging and
7 breakfast in exchange for a certain amount of manual
9 labor. There shall be no limit to the number of nights

10 of an individual’s occupancy of this lodge, in order that
11 no men or boys shall be obliged to sleep on pavements
12 or doorsteps or walk the streets winter nights. The food
13 at this lodge shall be substantial and appetizing, the
14 lodge shall contain a pleasant reading room, the appli-
-15 cants may or may not be residents of the city in which
16 the lodge is, and the work required may be done by
17 those who prefer it on the afternoons preceding the nights
18 spend in the lodge, instead of on the morning fol-
-19 lowing, so that the men may go out early and fresh to
20 look for work. The Hawkins street lodge shall be im-
-21 mediately remodelled to conform to these requirements.

1 Section 6. Every city of thirty thousand or more


