
HOUSE . . . .  No. 902

Bill accompanying the petition o f the Team Owners’ Association 
and others for  an amendment o f  the law relative to contagious dis
eases among domestic animals. Agriculture. January 16.

d i e  Commontoealtj) of £$assactu setts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.

AN ACT
To amend the Laws relative to Contagious Diseases o f 

Domestic Animals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as folloivs:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Section six o f chapter ninety o f the Re-
2 vised Laws is hereby amended hy striking out the last
3 sentence thereof and inserting in place thereof the fol-
4 low ing: —  I f  any cattle which are condemned as infected
5 with tuberculosis, or horses, asses or mules infected with
6 glanders are killed under the provisions o f this section,
7 the full value thereof at the time o f condemnation in
8 cases of tuberculosis, not exceeding forty dollars for any
9 one animal, and two-thirds o f the sound value thereof in 

10 cases o f glanders, not in any case to exceed the sum o f



11 two hundred dollars for any one animal, shall he paid
12 to the owner by the commonwealth, if  any such animal
13 has been owned within the commonwealth six consecutive
14 months prior to being killed, or i f  it has been inspected
15 and satisfactory proof has been furnished to the board
16 by certificate or otherwise that it is free from  disease,
17 and if  the owner has not prior thereto in the opinion of
18 the board, by w ilful act or neglect contributed to the
19 spread of tuberculosis or glanders, but such decision shall
20 not deprive the owner o f the right o f arbitration as here-
21 inafter provided, —  so that the section as amended shall
22 read : —  Section 6. I f  the board or any one o f its mem-
23 bers or agents, by examination o f a case of contagious
24 disease o f domestic animals, is o f opinion that the public
25 good so requires, it or he shall cause the diseased animal
26 to be securely isolated or to be killed without appraisal
27 or payment. A n order for killing shall be issued in writ-
28 ing by the board or any o f its members, may be directed
29 to an inspector or other person, and shall contain such
30 direction as to the examination and disposal o f the car-
31 cass and the cleansing and disinfection of the premises
32 where such animal was condemned as the board or com-
33 missioner consider expedient. A  reasonable amount may
34 be paid from  the treasury o f the commonwealth for the
35 expense o f such killing and burial.. I f  thereafter it
36 appears, upon post mortem examination or otherwise,
37 that such animal was free from  the disease for which it
38 was condemned, a reasonable amount therefor shall be
39 paid to the owner by the commonwealth. I f  any cattle
40 which are condemned as infected with tuberculosis, or
41 horses, asses or mules infected with glanders are killed
42 under the provisions o f this section, the full value thereof
43 at the time o f condemnation in cases o f tuberculosis, not



44 exceeding forty dollars for any one animal, and two
45 thirds o f the sound value thereof in cases o f glanders, not
46 in any case to exceed the sum of two hundred dollars for
47 any one animal, shall be paid to the owner by the com-
48 monwealth, i f  any such animal has been owned within
49 the commonwealth six consecutive months prior to being
50 killed or i f  it has been inspected and satisfactory proof
51 has been furnished to the board by certificate or otherwise
52 that it is free from  disease and i f  the owner has not prior
53 thereto in the opinion o f the board, by wilful act or
54 neglect contributed to the spread o f tuberculosis or glan-
55 ders, but such decision shall not deprive the owner of the
56 right o f arbitration as hereinafter provided.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Section eleven o f chapter ninety o f the
2 Revised Laws as amended by chapter five hundred and
3 fifteen o f the acts o f the year nineteen hundred and eight
4 is hereby amended by adding thereto the following para-
5 graph: —  In Boston animals which in the opinion o f the
6 board o f health in Boston are infected with glanders and
7 which shall have been ordered killed by the said board
8 shall before killing be referred to the cattle bureau for
9 the purpose o f appraisal and compensation in accordance

10 with section six, chapter ninety, Revised Laws, —  so that
11 the section as amended shall read: —  Section 11. The
12 board o f health of a city or town, any member or agent
13 thereof or any other person who has knowledge o f or rea-
14 son to suspect the existence o f any contagious disease
15 among any domestic animals in this commonwealth, or
16 that any domestic animal is affected with such contagious
17 disease, whether such knowledge is obtained by personal
18 examination or otherwise, shall immediately give notice
19 thereof in writing to the chief o f the cattle bureau o f the
20 state board o f agriculture, or to an inspector o f animals
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for the city or town where the animal is kept. Whoever 
fails to give such notice shall he punished by a fine of not 
more than one hundred dollars; but no such notice shall 
he required in the city o f Boston relative to glanders, 
farcy or rabies, which shall be cared for by the board of 
health o f said city. Upon the receipt o f such notice, by 
said inspector, he shall proceed as provided in sections 
nineteen to twenty-two, both inclusive. Upon receipt of 
such notice by tire chief of the cattle bureau he shall in
spect or cause his agent to inspect such animal, and 
thereafter shall proceed as provided in section six.

In  Boston animals which in the opinion of the board 
of health in Boston are infected with glanders and which 
shall have been ordered killed by the said board shall be
fore killing be referred to the cattle bureau for the pur
pose of appraisal and compensation in accordance with 
section six. chapter ninety, Revised Laws.

Section 3. Section seventeen of chapter ninety of the 
Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first 
two sentences thereof and inserting in place thereof the 
following sentences: —  Section 17. Said inspectors shall 
make regular and thorough inspections o f all neat cattle, 
sheep and swine, horses, asses and mules found within the 
limits o f their several cities and towns, except as provided 
in section eleven in regard to the city o f Boston, where 
such Inspection o f horses, asses and mules provided in that 
section shall be cared for by the board o f health of said 
city. Such inspection shall be made, except as provided 
in section eleven, at such times and in such manner as 
the cattle bureau shall from  time to time order. And by 
inserting at the end o f said section the following para
graph : —  In such inspection for glanders the agents of 
the cattle bureau and o f the Boston board of health shall



IT have the right to employ any diagnostic agent approved
18 by their respective bureaus, —  so that the section as
19 amended shall read: —  Section 17. Said inspectors shall
20 make regular and thorough inspections o f all neat cattle,
21 sheep and swine, horses, asses and mules found within
22 the limits of their several cities and towns, except as pro-
23 vided in section eleven in regard to the city o f Boston,
24 where such inspection o f horses, asses and mules provided
25 in that section shall be cared for by the board o f health
26 of said city. Such inspection shall be made, except as
27 provided in section eleven, at such times and in such man-
28 ner as the cattle bureau shall from time to time order.
29 They shall also from  time to time make inspections o f all
30 other domestic animals within the limits o f their several
31 cities and towns i f  they know, or have reason to suspect,
32 that such animals are affected with or have been exposed
33 to any contagious disease, and they shall immediately in-
34 spect all domestic animals and any barn, stable or prem-
35 ises where any such animals are kept whenever directed
36 so to do by the board or any o f its members; but the pro-
37 visions of this section shall not apply to the inspection of
38 sheep or swine slaughtered in wholesale slaughtering
39 establishments, or to the obtaining o f a license for the
40 slaughtering o f such sheep or swine.
41 In  such inspection for glanders the agents o f the cattle
42 bureau and o f the Boston board o f health shall have the
43 right to employ any diagnostic agent approved by their
44 respective bureaus.

1 S e c t i o n  4. Section twenty-six o f chapter ninety of the
2 Bevised Laws is hereby amended by adding, in the third
3 line thereof, after the word “  tuberculosis ”  the w ords: —
4 or glanders, -—  so that the section as amended shall read :
5 —  Section 26. I f  the owner who is entitled to compen
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sation under the provisions o f section six for the destruc
tion o f an animal affected with tuberculosis or glanders 
cannot agree with the commissioner condemning the same 
as to its value, the value shall be determined by arbi
trators, one o f whom shall be selected by ‘the commis
sioner and one by the owner, or i f  the owner neglects or 
refuses for twenty-four hours to select one the arbi
trator already selected shall select another, and i f  such 
arbitrators cannot agree, they shall select a third arbi
trator. Such arbitrators shall be sworn faithfully to per
form  the duties o f their office, and shall determine the 
value o f such animal according to the provisions o f section 
six ; and the fu ll value, so determined, shall be paid to 
the owner as provided in said section. Either party ag
grieved by the doings of the board or any o f its members, 
under the provisions o f section six, or by the award of 
such arbitrators, may file a petition for the assessment of 
his damages in the county in which such animal was 
killed, or in the superior court for the county of Suffolk. 
Such petition shall be by or against the board o f cattle 
commissioners, and a copy thereof shall be served upon 
the respondent or, i f  the petition is against said board of 
cattle commissioners, upon one o f the commissioners, in 
the same manner as other civil process. The petition shall 
be filed in the clerk’s office o f the superior court within 
thirty days after the killing o f such animal or animals 
and shall be subject to the provisions o f sections fifty-six 
and seventy-four o f chapter one hundred and seventy-three 
and the petition may be tried in the same manner as other 
civil cases. I f , upon the trial, it is determined that such 
animal was not affected with the disease for which it was 
condemned, reasonable compensation may be awarded 
therefor, and i f  the owner recovers damages in excess of



39 the amount previously awarded to him by the arbitrators
40 or allowed to him by the commissioners, he shall recover
41 costs; otherwise he shall pay costs. The damages, costs
42 and expenses incurred by the commissioners in prosecut-
43 ing or defending such action shall be paid by the com-

44 monwealth.

1 S e c t i o n  5. Chapter ninety o f the Revised Laws is
2 also amended b j adding the following section: —  Horses,
3 asses and mules imported into this state after July first,
4 nineteen hundred and twelve, unless accompanied by a
5 satisfactory certificate o f test approved by the cattle
6 bureau dated not more than ten days prior to the date o f
7 entry and signed by a veterinary inspector o f the United
8 States bureau o f animal industry or a similar certificate
9 from  a reputable veterinarian approved by the cattle 

10 bureau shall be quarantined and tested by the cattle bu
l l  reau for glanders. I f  found to be free from  glanders such
12 animals shall be admitted; i f  found to be glandered such
13 animals shall be slaughtered without compensation. Suit-
14 able quarantine stations may be established and main-
15 tained by the cattle bureau for the purpose o f this act.
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