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the petition of the Committee on Legislation
Superintendents’ Association for a revision of
school attendance, truancy and child labor.

17.

Cljc Commontoealtf) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.

AN ACT
To amend and codify the Laws relative to School attendance
and to the Employment of Minors.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as

1
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follows:
Section" 1. Section one of chapter forty-four of the
Revised Laws as amended hy chapter three hundred and
twenty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and five
and hy chapter three hundred and eighty-three of the
acts of the year nineteen hundred and six, is hereby
amended by striking out said section and substituting
Section 1. Every child betherefor the following:
tween seven and fourteen years of age, and every child
under sixteen years of age, who does not possess such
ability to read and write in the English language as is

9

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.
11
12

[Jan.

required for admission to the fifth grade of the public
schools of the city or town in which he resides, shall at-

tend a public day school in said city or town or some
14: other day school approved by the school committee, dur15 ing the entire time said public schools are in
session,
16 subject to such exceptions as are provided for in sections
17 five and six of this chapter and in section three of
13

IS

19

chapter forty-two; hut such attendance shall not he required of a child whose physical or mental condition is

20 such as

to render attendance inexpedient or imprac21 ticable, or who is being otherwise instructed in a manner
■>9
approved in advance by the superintendent of schools or
9.5!
the school committee. The superintendent of schools or
21
25
26

teachers in so far as authorized by said superintendent
or by the school committee may excuse cases of necessary absence for other causes not exceeding five day

27

sessions or ten half-day sessions in any period of six

28

months.

For the purposes of this section, school committees
30 shall approve a private school only when the instruction
31 in all the studies required by law is in the English
32 language, and when they are satisfied that such instruc33 tion equals in thoroughness and efficiency and in the
29

made therein the instruction in the public
35 schools in the same city or town; but they shall not refuse
36 to approve a private school on account of the religious
i
teaching therein.

31 progress

•>

Section 2. Section two of said chapter forty-four is
9
hereby amended by striking out said section and sub3 stituting therefor the following:
Section 2. Every
1 person having under his control a child as described in
5 section one, shall cause him to attend school as therein
1

6 requited,

and if he fails for five day sessions or ten half-
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day sessions within any period of six months while such
control obtains, to cause such child so to attend school,
he shall, upon complaint by a truant officer and conviction thereof, be punished by a line of not more than
twenty dollars, and no physical or mental condition which
is capable of correction, or which renders the child a lit
subject for special instruction at public charge in institutions other than public day schools, shall avail as a
defence under the provisions of this section, unless it

16 shall be made to appear that the defendant has employed
17 all reasonable measures for the correction of the condition
18 and the suitable instruction of the child.

Whoever induces or attempts to induce a child to ab-20 sent himself unlawfully from school, or holds or harbors
21 a child while school is in session, shall be punished by a
22 fine of not more than fifty dollars.
19

Section 3. Section three of chapter forty-four as
2 amended by chapter two hundred and sixty-eight of the
1

3 acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven is hereby

4 amended by striking out said section and substituting
5 therefor the following;
Section 3. Every child shall
6 have a right to attend the public schools of the city or
7 town where he actually rei ides, subject to the provisions
8 of section four, following, and to such reasonable regula9 tions as to numbers and qualifications of pupils to be
ther schoc
school
10 admitted to the respective schools and as to other
time
to tim
11 matters as the school committee shall from

No child shall be excluded from a public
13 school of any city or town on account of race, color

12 prescribe.
14 religion.

Section 4.

1
ar

Section four of said chapter forty-four
hapter

three hunch

y-f

1
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3 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and five and chap-4 ter two hundred and sixty-eight of the year nineteen
5 hundred and eleven is hereby amended by striking out
6 said section and substituting therefor the following:
7 Section -L It shall be the duty of the school committee
8 of each city and town to provide for the attendance of all
9 children of school age resident therein and to enforce
10 the same under the provisions of section one of this chap-11 ter. But if a child resides temporarily in a city or town

12 other than that of the legal residence of his parent or
13 guardian for the especial purpose of attending school
14 there in preference to the place of such legal residence, the
15 said city or town may for the tuition of such child during
16 the period of such attendance recover from the parent or

17

guardian,

whether he resides within

or

without the com-

18 monwealth, a sum equal to the average expense per pupil
19 of such school for that period, unless under the provisions
20 of section three of chapter forty-two or of section five
21 of this chapter such tuition is recoverable from the city

22 or town in which the parent or guardian resides. For
23 the tuition in the public schools in any city or town of
24 any child betwen the ages of five and fifteen years who
25 shall be placed elsewhere than in his own home by the
26 state board of charity, or by the trustees of the Lyman

27 and industrial schools, or kept under the control of either
28 of said boards in said city or town, the commonwealth
29 shall pay to said city or town, and for such tuition of any
30 such child so placed by the trustees for children of the
31 city of Boston, or so kept under the control of said trus-32 tees, the city of Boston from its appropriation for school
33 purposes, shall pay to said city or town, fifty cents for
34 each week of five days, or major part thereof, of attend-35 ance of

every

such child in the public schools.

For the

1912.1

HOUSE

No. 1136.

36 transportation to and from a public school of any child
37 whose tuition is payable by the commonwealth or by the
38 city of Boston under the provisions of this section, the
39 commonwealth or the city of Boston, as the case may be,
40 shall pay to the city or town furnishing such transporta-

-41 tion, for each week of five days or major part thereof,
42 an amount equal to the average amount for each child
43 paid by said city or town per week for the transporta-44 tion of children to and from school over the route bv
45 which such child is conveyed. Settlements of the ac-46 counts of the several cities and towns with the common-47 wealth and with the city of Boston shall be made annu-48 ally on the first day of April, and the amounts found due
49 shall be paid within three months thereafter.

The

50 money received by said cities and towns under the pro-51 visions of this section shall be applied to the support of
52 schools. For the tuition in the public schools in any
53 town of less than ten thousand inhabitants of any child
54 between the ages of five and fifteen years not theretofore
55 resident in such

town,

who is an inmate of an institu-

56 tion containing more than six inmates, said town may
57 recover from said institution the extra school expense
58 incurred, as may be determined jointly by the school eom-59 mittee of said town and the trustees of managers of said
60 institution, or, in case of disagreement between said
61 school committee and said trustees or managers, as may
62 be decreed by the probate court; but no demand shall be
63 made upon said trustees or managers without a vote of
64 the town instructing

the school committee to that effect.

Section 5. Section one of chapter forty-six of the Be
2 vised Laws as amended by chapter two hundred and fifty
3 six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and two is
4 hereby further amended by striking out said section and
1

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

6
u

6

8
9

10

[Jan.

substituting therefor the following: Section 1. The
county commissioners of each county, except the counties
of Barnstable, Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire, Dukes
County and Nantucket, shall maintain either separately
or jointly Avith the commissioners of other counties as
hereinafter provided, in a suitable place, not at or near

n a penal institution, a school for the instruction and train12 ing of children committed thereto as habitual truants,
13

absentees or school offenders. The county commissioners
14 of two or more counties may, at the expense of said
15 counties, establish and maintain a union school Avhieh
16 shall be organized and controlled by the chairmen of the
17

county

commissioners of said counties.

The chairmen

of the respective boards of county commissioners of the
19 counties of Norfolk, Bristol and Plymouth, ha\dng the
20 management of the Norfolk, Bristol and Plymouth union
21 training school, shall each be paid the sum of one hun90
dred dollars annually by said counties, respectively. The
18

county commissioners of the counties of Barnstable,
24 Berkshire, Franklin, Hampshire, Dukes County and
A A
Nantucket shall assign a training school established by
26 luav as tbe place for the instruction and training of
27 children committed Avithin their respective counties as
28 habitual truants, absentees or school offenders, and shall
Of!

29

pay for their support in said school such reasonable sum

30

as the county commissioners having control of said school

For the purposes of this chapter the
parental school of the city of Boston shall be deemed the
county training school of the county of Suffolk, and
commitments from the towns of PeA7 ere and Winthrop
and the city of Chelsea shall be to the training school
for the county of Middlesex. The city or toAvn from
which an habitual truant, absentee or school offender is

may determine.
f!0

34

3f
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38 committed to a county training school shall pay to the
39 county within which it is located one dollar a week
40 towards his support, and shall receive from said school
41 monthly reports of the condition and progress of its
42 pupils, hut the towns of Revere and Winthrop and the
43 city of Chelsea shall pay to the county of Middlesex, for
44 the support of each child committed to the truant school
45 of said county, two dollars and fifty cents a week, and
46 such additional sums for each child as shall cover the
47 actual cost of maintenance.
Section 6.

Section three of said chapter forty-six as
2 amended by chapter three hundred and thirty of the acts
3 of the year nineteen hundred and three and by chapter
1

4 two hundred and

twenty

of the acts of the

year

nineteeen

5 hundred and four is hereby further amended by strik-6 ing out said section and substituting therefor the folSection 3. A child between seven and sixteen
-7 lowing:
8 years of age who wilfully and habitually absents himself
9 from school contrary to the provisions of section one of

,

10 chapter forty-four shall be ieemed to be an habitual tru11 ant, and, unless placed on probation as provided in sec12 tion seven of this chapter may, upon complaint by a
13 truant officer and convict! >n thereof, if a boy, be com14 mitted to a county trainin y school, and, if a girl, to the
15 state industrial school for iris; but if the girl is under
16 twelve years of age she shall be committed to the custody

17 of the state board of charity, if they so request, for not
18 more than two yean

Section 7. Section h air of said chapter forty-six as
2 amended by chapter three hundred and thirty of the acts
the year nineteen hun ired and three and by chapter
1

4 two

hundred and twenty

f the acts of the

year

nine-

8
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5 teen hundred and four is hereby further amended by
6 striking out the words “or to the Lyman school for

7 boys

so that it shall read as

follows:
Section J+. A
8 child between seven and sixteen years of age who may
9 be found wandering about in the streets or public places
”,

10 of any city or town, having no lawful occupation, habit
11 ually not attending school, and growing up in idleness

12 and ignorance, shall be deemed to be an habitual absentee,
13 and, unless placed on probation as provided in section
14 seven, may, upon complaint by a truant officer or any
15 other person and conviction thereof, if a boy, be com16 mitted to a county training school, and, if a girl, to the
17 state industrial school for girls; but if the girl be under
18 twelve years of age she shall be committed to the custody
19 of the state board of charity, if they so request, for not
20 more than two years.

1
2
3
4
5

Section five of said chapter forty-six as
amended by chapter three hundred and thirty of the acts
of the year nineteen hundred and three and by chapter
two hundred and twenty of the acts of the year nineteen
hundred and four is hereby further amended by striking
Section 8.

6 out of the first line of said section the word “fourteen”,

7 and

substituting

therefor the word:

8 by striking out the words
)

Bovs

”,

10 tion 5.

11 ently

so

“

and

sixteen,

or to the Lyman School

that the section shall read as follows:

A child under sixteen
violates the reasonable

years

of

age

regulations

who

for
Sec-

persist-

of the school

12 which he attends, or otherwise persistently misbehaves
subject for exclusion
to render himself a fit subject
13 therein, so as to

be an habitual school
15 fender, and, unless placed on probation as provided in
16 section seven, may, upon complaint by a truant officer
17 and conviction thereof, if a boy, be committed to a
14 therefrom shall he deemed to

19.12.]
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county training school, and if a girl, to the state industrial school for girls; but if the girl be under twelve
years of age she shall be committed to the custody of the
state board of charity, if they so request, for not more
than two years.

Section 9.

Section six of said chapter forty-six
is hereby amended by striking out of the second line
of said section the word “truant”, and substituting
therefor the word: -—• training, —so that the section shall
read as follows:
Section 6. The court or magistrate
by whom a child has been committed to a county train-

-7 ing school may make an order relative to the payment by
8 his parents to the county of the cost of his support while
9 in said school, and may from time to time revise and
10 alter such order or make a new order as the circumstances
11 of the parents may justify.

Section 10. Section eight of said chapter forty-six
2 as amended by chapter two hundred and twenty of the
3 acts of the year nineteen hundred and four is hereby
4 further amended by striking out of said section the
5 word
truant ”, wherever it occurs and substituting
training, —so that the section shall
6 therefor the word;
Section 8. County commissioners, if
7 read as follows:
8 they think it will be for the best interest of any child who
9 has been committed to a county training school under
10 their control, after! notice and an opportunity 'to be
11 heard has been given to the superintendent of schools
12 or if there is no superintendent, to the school committee
13 of the city or town from which such child was committed
1

“

14 to said school, may permit him to be at liberty upon

conditions as said commissioners may deem best
with the approval of the court which imposed the

15 such
16 or,

10
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sentence, they may discharge him from said school; and

such parole or discharge they shall make an entry
their records of the name of such child, the date
20 of parole or discharge and the
reason therefor; and a
21 copy of such record shall he transmitted to the court or
99
magistrate by whom such child was committed and to the
18 upon

1.9 upon

school committee of the city or town from which he was
24 committed. If such child, in the opinion of said commis9K
sioners, violates the conditions of his parole at any time
95?

26

previous to the expiration of the term for which he was
27 committed to said school, such parole may be revoked.
28 If a superintendent of schools or a school committee
29 furnishes evidence satisfactory to said commissioners of
30

the violation by a child of the conditions of his parole,

31 said commissioners shall revoke such parole, and may
32 thereupon issue an order directed to the truant or police
O'J
officers of any city or town to arrest such child wherever
4 found and return him to said
)'

school.

Such officer shall

arrest such child and return him to

said school, where

36 he shall be held, subject to the provisions of this chap37 ter, for the residue of the term of the original sentence
38 The expense of such arrest and return so far as approved
39 by the commissioners, shall be paid by the county or
40 counties maintaining said school. A child who has been
41

42
43

44
-45
46

committed to a county training school, whether he be
confined at the county training school or on parole a
provided in this section, shall be discharged from the
custody and care of such school upon his becoming sixteen years of age. Eeleases from the parental school of
the city of Boston shall be governed by the provisions of

47 chapter five hundred and fourteen of the acts of the
48 year eighteen hundred and ninety-six, and shall be made
49 by the trustees for children who shall have and exercise

1912.]
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50 tlie powers given by said chapter to the institutions com-51 missioner of said city.

1
Section 11. Section ten of chapter forty-six as
2 amended by chapter three hundred and eight of the acts
3 of the year nineteen hundred and three is hereby amended
4 by striking out of the first line of said section the word
5 “truant”, and substituting therefor the word:
train-6 ing, —so that the section shall read as follows:

Sec-

7 tion 10. An inmate of a county training school or of the
8 parental school of the city of Boston who persistently
9 violates the reasonable regulations thereof, or is guilty
10 of indecent or immoral conduct, or otherwise grossly mis-11 behaves, so as to render himself an unfit subject for
12 retention therein, may, upon complaint by the officer in
13 control of said school and conviction thereof, if under
14 fifteen years of age, be committed to the Lyman school
15 for boys; if over fifteen years of age, to the Massaehu-10 setts reformatory. If a girl who is committed to the
17 custody of the state board of charity under section three,
18 four or five of this chapter, proves unmanageable in a
19 private family, she may be committed by the state board
20 of charity to the state industrial school for girls.

1
-2
3
-4
5
6

9
-10

Section 12. Section thirteen of said chapter fortysix is hereby amended by striking out said section and
Section 13. Trusubstituting therefor the following;
ant officers shall inquire into all cases arising under the
provisions of sections one, two, three, four and six of
chapter forty-four and sections three, four, five and eight
of this chapter, and may make complaints and serve legal
issued under the provisions of this chapter.
They shall have the oversight of children placed on probation under the provisions of section seven; of children

12

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

[Jan

11 suffering want to whom the provisions of chapter three
12 hundred and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
13 and four apply; of minors licensed by the school commit-14 tee under the provisions of chapter four hundred and
15 nineteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and ten; and of
16 children admitted to or attending shows or entertainments
17 contrary to the provisions of chapter three hundred and
IS fifty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and ten. A
19 truant officer may apprehend and take to school, without

20 a warrant, any truant or absentee found wandering about
21 in the streets or public places thereof.

Section 13. Chapter three hundred and eighty-nine
2 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and six, and all
3 acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of
1

4 this act, are hereby repealed.
1
2
3

4
5

Section 14. Section fifty-six of chapter five hundred
and fourteen of the acts of the year nineteeen hundred
and nine is hereby amended by striking out said section
and substituting therefor the following: —Section 56.
No child under fourteen years of age, and no child under

6 sixteen years of

age

who has not an

age

and schooling cer-

7 tificate as prescribed by section fifty-six of this chapter,
8 shall he employed in any factory, workshop, mercantile
9 establishment, or shall during the hours of public school
10 session in the city or town of his residence or before

o’clock in the
evening, he employed at any work performed for wages
or other compensation to whomsoever payable: provided,
however, that such minors over fourteen shall he permitted to work in mercantile establishments on Saturdays between the hours of six in the morning and seven

11 six o’clock in the morning or after seven

12
13
14
-15

-16
17 in the

evening.

1
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Section 15. Section fifty-seven of said chapter five
hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out
said section and substituting therefor the following:
Section 57. No person under twenty-one years of age
shall be employed in a factory, workshop or mercantile

6 establishment, unless his employer procures and keeps
7 on file accessible to the truant officer of the city or town
8 and to the district police and inspectors of factories and
9 public buildings, an age and schooling certificate as pro10 vided in section fifty-six, and keeps two complete lists
11 of all minors under sixteen years of age employed therein,

12 one on file and one conspicuously posted near the princi-13 pal entrance to the building in which such children are
14 employed. AVhenever such person under twenty-one years
15 of age leaves such employ his age and schooling certifi-16 cate shall he returned to him upon his request, and all

17 certificates remaining uncalled for after five days shall
18 he returned on the first of the following month to the
19 office from which they were issued.

1
2
3

-4
5
-6

Section 16. Section fifty-eight of said chapter five
hundred and fourteen as amended by chapter two hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven is hereby amended by striking out said
Secsection and substituting therefor the following:
tion 58. The age and schooling certificate shall be issued

7 only by the superintendent of schools of the city or town
8 in which the holder thereof resides during his employ-9 ment or by some person authorized by him in writing,
10 and only upon evidence by a certificate or register of

11 birth of such minor, a certificate of baptism, or in case
12 such register or certificate is not obtainable, by the school
13 census or school attendance record for a series of years,
14 or by such other data as may be satisfactory to the per-

14
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15 son issuing the certificate, but no member of a school
16 committee or other person authorized as aforesaid shall

17 approve such certificate for any minor then in or about
18 to enter his own employment or the employment of a
19 firm or corporation of which he is a member, officer or
20 employee.

The person issuing the age and schooling certificate
22 shall have authority to administer the oath provided for
23 therein, but no fee shall be charged therefor.
24
Whoever, being authorized to sign an age and schooling
21

25

certificate, knowingly certifies to any materially false

26 statement therein shall be punished by a fine of not more
27 than fifty dollars.

1
2
3

4
5

Section 17. Section fifty-nine of said chapter five
hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking
out said section and substituting therefor the following:
Section 59. An age and schooling certificate shall not
be valid unless it shows that the holder is over fourteen

6 years of age, nor shall one be issued to a minor under

7 sixteen years of age until he presents an employment
8 ticket duly made out, nor unless he possesses the educa-9 tional qualifications required in section one of chapter
10 forty-four of the Revised Laws: provided, however that
,

11 the superintendent of schools may issue a certificate to
12 a person over fourteen years of age, who has been a reg-13 ular attendant at day school
as prescribed in section
for a
14 one of chapter forty-four of the Revised Laws
15 period of not less than seven years, if in the opinion of
16 said superintendent said person is mentally incapable of

17 acquiring the educational qualifications required by said
18 section one, and in such case the superintendent shall
19 so certify upon the face of the certificate.
Duplicates of all age and schooling certificates issued
20
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21 to persons between fourteen and sixteen years of age and
22 such other data relative to these or other certificates as
23 the chief of the district police may require, shall be kept
24 on file at the office of the superintendent of schools.
1

Section 18. Section sixty of said chapter five hun-2 dred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and substituting therefor the following:
4 Section 60. The form of the employment ticket and of
5 the age and schooling certificate required under the pro-6 visions of this act shall be prescribed by the chief of

7 the district police, in conference with the officials of the
8 board of education and with the approval of the attorney
9 general. Printed blanks for the same shall be furnished
10 by the district police.

11
12
13

14

When duly made out, the ticket
shall show the name of the minor, a description of his
appearance, the signature of the employer, the intention
of the signer to employ the minor, the nature of the
work proposed, and a certificate of the minor’s physical

15 condition as prescribed in chapter two hundred and fifty-16 seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten.

17 The age and schooling certificate shall show the name of
18 the minor, a description of his personal appearance, the
19 place and date of birth, the nature of the evidence by
20 which the date has been verified, that the evidence is sai-

21 isfactory to the person is: ling the certificate, that the
22 minor does or does not po: sess the educational qualifica23 tions prescribed in section one of chapter forty-four of
24 the Revised Laws and in case of a minor under sixteen
25 years of age, a statement from the parent, guardian or
26 custodian of the minor, signed and sworn to in presence
27 of the certifying officer, that the date and place of birth
28 as given are correct and that the proposed employment is
29 approved by said parent, guardian or custodian, and a

16
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30 certificate of the physical fitness of the minor as prehundred and fifty-seven of the acts
32 of nineteen hundred and ten. The employment ticket

-31 scribed in chapter two

33 and the age and schooling certificate, may bear such fur-34 ther and explanatory matter as may be needed to facili-35 tate the enforcement of this act or to comply with future
36 provisions of the statutes.

Section" 19. Section sixty-one of said chapter five
2 hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and substituting therefor the following: •
4 Section 61. Whoever employs a person under the age of
5 sixteen years, and whoever procures or, having under his
1

—-

6 control a minor under such age, permits such minor to

7 be employed in violation of the provisions of sections fifty-8 six, fifty-seven or sixty-six of this act, shall for each
9 offence be punished by a fine of not more than two hun-10 dred dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than six

11 months; and whoever continues to employ a person under
12 twenty-one years of age in violation of the provisions of
13 either of said sections, after being notified thereof by a
14 truant officer or by an inspector of factories and pub-15 lie buildings, shall for every day thereafter while such
16 employment continues be punished by a fine of not less

17 than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars, or by
18 imprisonment for not more than six months; and whoever
19 forges, or procures to be forged, or assists in forging a
20 certificate of birth or evidence of the age of such person,

21 and whoever presents or assists in presenting a forged
22 certificate or evidence of birth to the superintendent of
23 schools or to a person authorized by law to receive eer24 tificates, for the purpose of fraudulently obtaining the
25 school certificate mentioned in section sixty, shall be
26

punished by a

fine of not less than one hundred nor more

1912.1
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27 than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not
38 less than three months nor more than one year, or by
39 both such fine and imprisonment.

1
2
3
4
5
6

7

Section 30.

Section sixty-two of said chapter five
hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out
said section and substituting therefor the following:
Section 62. Truant officers may visit the factories, workshops, mercantile establishments, theatres, and places of
public exhibition in their several cities and towns and
ascertain whether any minors are employed therein con-

-8 trary to the provisions of this act and shall report any
9 cases of such illegal employment to the school committee
10 and to the chief of the district police or to the inspec-11 tor of factories and public buildings. Inspectors of

12 factories and public buildings shall visit all factories,
13 workshops and mercantile establishments within their
14 respective districts, and ascertain whether any minors
15 are employed therein contrary to the provisions of this
16 act, and shall enter complaint against whoever is found
17 to have violated any of said provisions. An inspector of
18 factories and public buildings who knowingly or wilfully
19 violates any provision of this section may be punished
20

1

by a

fine of not more than one hundred dollars.

Section 21. Section sixty-three of said chapter five
hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out
n

and

substituting

therefor the followin

4 Section 63. A truant officer may apprehend and take
5 to school, without a warrant, any minor under the age of
6 sixteen years who is employed in any factory, workshop
7 or mercantile establishment in violation of the provi-8 sions of sections fifty-six, fifty-seven, or sixty-one of this
9 act, and such truant officer shall forthwith report to the

18
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10 police, district or municipal court or trial justice within
11 whose judicial district the illegal employment occurs, the

12 evidence in his possession relating to the illegal employ-13 ment of any child so apprehended, and shall make com-14 plaint against whomever the court or trial justice may
15 direct. A truant officer who knowingly and wilfully
16 violates any provision of this section may be punished by

17 a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for each
18 offence.

Section 22. Section sixty-four of said chapter five
2 hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and substituting therefor the following:
4 Section 6A Inspectors of factories and public buildings,
1

5 and truant officers may require that the age and schooling
6 certificates and lists of minors who are employed in

7 factories, workshops or mercantile establishments shall
8 be produced for inspection.

A failure to produce to an

9 inspector of factories and public buildings or to a truant
10 officer an age and schooling certificate or list required by

11 law shall he a prima facie evidence of the illegal em-12 ployment of any person whose age and schooling certifi-13 cate is not produced or whose name is not so listed. A
14 corporation or other employer or any agent or officer
15 thereof, who retains an age and schooling certificate in
16 violation of the provisions of section fifty-seven shall he
17 punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than
me

hundred dollar

Section sixty-five of said chapter five
hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking
aid section the word “four
out of the second line of
five.
that the
4 and substituting therefor the word:
Section 65. Police, dissection shall read as follows:
1

Section 23.
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6 trict and municipal courts and trial justices shall have
7 jurisdiction of olfences arising under the provisions of
8 the five preceding sections. A summons or warrant is-9 sued by any such court or justice may he served, at the
10 discretion of the court or magistrate, hy an inspector

factories and public buildings, or by a truant officer,
12 or by any officer qualified to serve criminal process.
11 of

1

Section 24.

Section sixty-six of said chapter five
2 hundred and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out
3 said section and substituting therefor the following:

4 Section 66.

Ho person shall employ, and no parent,
5 guardian or custodian shall permit to be employed during

6 the term of evening school in the city or town of his
7 residence, any person under twenty-one years of age who
8 is not, as evidenced by his age and schooling certificate,
9 possessed of the educational qualifications prescribed in
10 section one of chapter forty-four, or is certified by the

11 superintendent of schools to be incapable of acquiring
12 such qualifications as provided in section fifty-nine of
13 this chapter, except so long as such minor is a regular

14 attendant at evening school or at a day school, and pre-15 sents to his employer each week a record of such attend-

When such record shows unexeused absence, such
17 attendance shall he deemed to be irregular. The super-18 intendent of schools, the school committee or teachers
19 acting under the authority thereof, may excuse justifiable
-16 ance.

20 absence.

Section 25. Chapter three hundred and ten of the
2 acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven, and all acts
3 or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this
1

4 act, are hereby repealed.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

20

[Jan. 1912.

Section 26. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.
1

1

Section 27.

-2 sage.

This act shall take effect upon its pas-

