
HOUSE No. 1686

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Herewith I transmit with my approval pending appropria-
tions for Penikese Hospital, as follows

Salaries, wages and labor, $4,170 00
Food, 2.000 00
Clothing and material,

....... 550 00
Furnishings,

......... 400 00
Heat, light and power, 1,110 00
Repairs and improvements, 700 00
Farm, stable and grounds, 1,124 00
Miscellaneous, 1,515 00

$11,569 00

I also transmit herewith a letter from the Secretary of the
State Board of Charity, conveying official information of the
iestruction of the Administration Building, by fire, at the
Penikese Hospital, on January 13

Superintendent Franklin H. Parker had accumulated a
valuable library of books, largely relating to leprosy. This
library was probably the principal one of its kind, and al
though collected without cost to the State, it was used in the

rvice of the State in the study of this disease and in the
treatment of the lepers maintained at Penikese

Obviously the State must make immediate provision for
replacing the Administration Building, and the question
arises also whether the State can properly reimburse Superin
tendent Parker for the loss of his library.

Cfie CommonUicaltf) of 9£aosacfjusctto.
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There appears to be some precedent for legislative action
reimbursing men in the employ of the State for personal losses
suffered from fire.

No precedent, however, appears to fully meet the present
conditions.

T therefore lay the question before you
I enclose a communicaton, under date of January 25th,

from the office of the Attorney-General, citing instances in
which the State has reimbursed State employees for losses
through fire or accident.

His Excellency Eugene N. Eosi G vernor, State House.
Dear Sir : I regret to inform you that shortly after noon

on the 13th inst. the administration building at Penikese
Hospital was completely destroyed by fire, and that all of the
personal effects of Superintendent Eranklin IT. Parker and of
Mrs. Parker, his wife, including a considerable sum in cash
and a valuable library of books, were consumed.

The State Board of Charity respectfully requests that legis-
lation be sought with a view to reimbursing the loss and for
the rebuilding of administration quarters.

Very respectfully,
ROBERT W. KELSO,

Secretary.

His Excellency Eugene N. Foss, Governor of the Commonwealth.

Sir : I beg to acknowledge receipt of your reference of
January 16th enclosing therewith a letter from Mr. Robert
W. Kelso, secretary of the State Board of Charity, to Your
Excellency, dated January 15th, informing you that the ad-
ministration building at Penikese Hospital was completely
destroyed by fire on January 13th, and that all of the per-
sonal effects of Superintendent Eranklin IT. Parker and Mrs.
Parker, his wife, including a considerable sum in cash and a
valuable library of books, were consumed. The secretary of
the State Board of Charity requests that legislation be sought
with a view to reimbursing the loss and for the rebuilding of

EUGENE N. EOSS.
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administration quarters. Your reference requests the opin-
ion of the Attorney-General as to whether there is any prece-
dent for this and whether the Commonwealth should properly
reimburse them.

An examination of the resolves for various years shows that
it is quite common for the Commonwealth to reimburse per-
sons who suffer injury or loss, either while in the employ of
the Commonwealth themselves or if such injury or loss is
occasioned by acts of persons in the employ of the Common-
wealth.

By the Resolves of 1909, chapter 22, a sum not exceeding
$1450 was appropriated to reimburse the members of the
fifth company, coast artillery corps, Massachusetts Volunteer
Militia, for personal clothing destroyed by fire, on April 12,
1908, in their armory in the city of Chelsea, while said mem-
bers were on duty.

Resolves of 1909. chapter 28, provides that $30,000 shall
be expended for the Massachusetts Agricultural College under
the direction of the trustees, to replace a barn and its con-
tents destroyed by fire, and for extra expenses thereby in-
curred. The resolve sets forth in detail the various buildings
and articles of property destroyed.

Resolves of 1909, chapter 137, provided that the sum of
$l5 should be paid to James B. Rockefeller, of New Bedford,
for losses sustained and expense incurred by him on account
of injury to a musical instrument owned by him, which oc-
curred during a severe storm at Pine Camp, in June, 1908,
while he was in the service of the Commonwealth as a mem-
ber of the regimental band of the sixth regiment.

By the Resolves of 1910, chapter 82, Lulu Thayer was
awarded $5OO, which the Auditor informs me was for in-
juries received by her while standing at a railroad station,
caused by being struck by pieces of a torpedo which some
members of the State militia thoughtlessly placed upon the
railroad track, and which was exploded by the passing of a
train.

Resolves of 1910, chapter 92, provided for the payment to
Giovanni Mastranduono of $250 for injuries received from a
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fall from a staging belonging to the Commonwealth and nsed
in the construction work of the State Colony for the Insane,
at Gardner.

Resolves of 1910. chapter 102, provided for the payment
to Annie M. Carney of $2,500 for loss of her left hand from
injuries received while an employee of the State Normal
School at Bridgewater.

By the Resolves of 1911, chapter 77, there was allowed to
Fortunat Levesque, of Fall River, the sum of $3OO for in-
juries received by him from a shot fired by a member of the
State militia engaged in target practice.

By the Resolves of 1911, chapter 96, there was allowed to
Harry J. Cosgrove the sum of $5OO for injuries sustained by
him in the performance of his duty as a member of company
E of the naval brigade, while serving the Commonwealth on
the United States ship Chicago, in October, 1910.

The above seem to be precedents which are more or less
applicable to the facts set forth in the letter of the secretary
of the State Board of Charity.

As to the latter part of the request, “ should the Common-
wealth properly reimburse them ”, I suppose that is a ques-
tion which would be suggested by Your Excellency in a mes

age to the legislature bearing upon the whole subject-matter
f the letter from the secretary of the State Board of Charity.
I am returning herewith the letter from Mr. Kelso to Your

Excellency.

Very respectfully yours

HENRY M. HUTCHINGS,
Assistant Attorney-General


