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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
I transmit herewith a letter from Mr. Gifford Pinchot,

President of the National Conservation Association, urging
measures to develop the great timber resources of the country
and to prevent forest fires.

As Massachusetts suffers heavily from forest fires, I hope
you will endorse Mr. Pinchot’s efforts.

Our natural resources should be built up; and particularly
the natural water powers conserved. For this latter purpose
the protection and development of our forest lands is the first
requisite.

Serious injury to our forest resources is done by the pres-
ent method of taxing the growing timber annually until it is
cut down. This system should be changed. Our present
methods of moth fighting being ineffectual, I hope this work
will in future be done more directly in co-operation with the
moth work which the Federal Government is conducting in
this State.

In reference to Mr. Pinchot’s request, I believe that a reso-
lution of the Massachusetts Legislature endorsing a broad,
national policy of conservation would materially advance the
cause of National Conservation.

EUGENE N. FOSS.

Cfte Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.



GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. [Apr. 1912,O

National Conservation Association,
Washington, D. C., March 21, 1912.

Hon. Eugene N. Foss, Governor of Massachusetts, Boston, Mass.
My Dear Governor: The Agricultural Bill has just

passed the House. The appropriation for the Eorest Service
is cut by over one million dollars. The item for building
roads, trails, bridges, and telephone lines was cut from $500,-
000 to $275,000, and the emergency fund for fighting forest
fires was reduced from $1,000,000 to $200,000.

Probably well within a month, the Agricultural Bill will
be before the Senate. There lies our only chance to get the
appropriation for roads, trails, bridges, and telephone lines in
national forests put back to $500,000 as well as to get restored
the $BOO,OOO cut from the emergency fund for fighting forest
fires. It cost $900,000 beyond the regular appropriation of
the Forest Service, to fight the great fires of 1910. In 1911,
unusually favorable conditions greatly reduced the number
of fires, and only about twenty thousand dollars of this emer-
gency fund was spent. But there is no assurance that the
emergency which arose in 1910, and which cost seventy-nine
lives, and twelve million dollars worth of timber, may not
arise again during the coming fire season. To fail to make
adequate provision for such an emergency is criminal negli-
gence. If the money is not needed, it will not be spent.

Now I want to ask your help. If you would write person-
ally to the Senators from Massachusetts, urging the public
necessity, both for the appropriation of $500,000 for roads,
trails, and telephone lines, and for the emergency fund of
$1,000,000, for fighting fires, it would be most helpful. I
am convinced that a letter will be most effective, coming di-
rectly from you, and I hope greatly that this Association can
have your help in this way. lam enclosing a copy of a report
the Association is just sending out, and which gives the facts
in some detail.

With best wishe
Sincerely yours

GIFFORD PINCHOT.






