
HOUSE No. 215

State Board of Charity

State House, Boston, Dec. 31, 1912,

Hon. Albert P. Laxgtbtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State
House, Boston, Mass.

Deae Sie : I have the honor to submit herewith drafts
of four proposed bills embodying legislation recommended by
the State Board of Charity for enactment by the incoming
Legislature, together with a statement comprising that part
of the report of the said Board which contains the recom
mendations for legislative action embodied in the said bills
as follows:

1. In view of the success met with by the state and local
authorities in placing children in homes, the necessity for
retaining children in almshouses is rapidly disappearing.
The Board recommends an amendatory statute providing
that a child though accompanied by its mother may not be
retained in an almshouse beyond the age of three, unless he
falls within those special classes already recognized in the
law as exceptional.

2. The present laws require all charitable corporations to
make an annual report to the State Board of Charity.
Through the operation of this statute it is found that numerous

charters are lying inactive; legally alive but defunct in fact.
It is contrary to good government that such unused rights
should remain outstanding. Such concerns should be wound
up in the same manner as business corporations. The Board
therefore recommends legislation abrogating such charters
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after failure for two years to render an account as required
by the provisions of chapter 402 of the Acts of 1903.

3. Yearly since 1908 the Board has called attention in its
reports to the need of a small channel extending from the
wharf at Penikese Island. The purpose in this improvement
is to remedy an unsafe passenger landing, and to render
the delivering of supplies less expensive. While the Board
does not ask an appropriation for this purpose this year,
it believes that the dredging of such a channel must be done
in the near future. A more immediate necessity is that of
some facility for the transfer of freight and passengers.
The institution at present has a very serviceable cat-boat
used for the lightering of passengers and some freight from
the larger boats that have not enough water to reach the
wharf. A forty foot boat with auxiliary power, sufficient
to carry ten to twelve tons of freight would be able to
navigate the bay in all ordinary weather and would save a
great deal of freight which is now paid to hired boats at two
dollars a ton from Yew Bedford. The Board recommends
an appropriation of $3,500 the estimated cost of construe
tion and fittings of a shallow-draft vessel of the above dimen
sion

4. Existing statutes are silent as to the authority of the
Board to discharge patients from Penikese Hospital. An
amendment is proposed granting such authority in cases
where in the judgment of the Board the patient’s health and
the public welfare will not be endangered thereby.

5. In requesting authority to reissue the mannual of laws
relating to the State Board of Charity, revising the same to
date, the Board seeks to meet not only its own needs but a
constant demand from state and local authorities who desire
such a compilation of laws for daily use. The manual in its
present condition is out of print and no further copies are
available.

Very respectfully

ROBERT W. KELSO.


