
HOUSE No. 297
Resolve accompanying the petition of the Massachusetts State

Branch of the American Federation of Labor for legislation to pro-
vide for an amendment of the Constitution authorizing the submis-
sion to the voters of proposed amendments of the Constitution and
certain acts and resolves. Constitutional Amendments. January 3.

RESOLVE

Providing for an Amendment of the Constitution authoriz-
ing the Submission to the Voters of Proposed Amend-
ments of the Constitution and of Certain Acts and
Resolves.

1 Resolved’, That it is expedient to alter the constitu-
-2 tion of the commonwealth by the adoption of the sub-
3 joined article of amendment; and that the said article
i being agreed to by a majority of the senators and tw>

5 thirds of the members of the house of representatives
6 present and voting thereon, be entered on the journals
7 of both houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon,
8 and be referred to the general court next to be chosen;
9 and that the said article be published, to the end that

10 if agreed to in the manner provided by the constitution,

Clie Commontocaltj) of sgassacfcusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.
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11 by the general court next to be chosen, it may be sub-
-12 mitted to the people for their approval and ratification
13 in order that it may become a part of the constitution

1- of the commonwealth.

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

The legislative authority of the commonwealth shall
be vested in the general court, but the people reserve to
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themselves the initiative, which is the power to propose
acts, statutes, laws, resolves and amendments to the
constitution, and to enact, adopt or reject the same at
the polls independently of the general court, and the
people also reserve to themselves the referendum, which
is the power at their own option to approve or reject at
the polls any act or resolve of the general court or any
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part or parts thereof24

constitution proposed in the
id by the general court at its

If an amendment to the
.general court is not adopte
first submission, by a majc
thirds of the members of
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irity of the senators and two-
the house of representatives

9 V
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present and voting thereon, in the form in which it is
proposed or as amended with the consent of all the peti-
tioners before the yeas and nays are taken thereon as
provided in the constitution, then, upon a petition filed
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the office of the secretary of the commonwealth within
ninety days after disposition thereof by the general
court, the petition being signed by qualified voters of
the commonwealth in number equal to fifteen per cent
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f the total number of votes cast for governor at theu

next preceding state election, not more than twenty per
cent of the signers being residents of the same con-
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gressional district, the amendment shall be submitted
to the general court at its next session in the same man-
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42 ner as if it had been adopted by the general court upon
its first submission, as aforesaid. If the amendment
fails of adoption by the general court for the second
time, it shall be submitted to the voters of the common-
wealth at the next succeeding state election in the same
manner as if it had been twice adopted by the general
court. If the proposed amendment upon its second sub-
mission to the general court as aforesaid is adopted by
the general court, it shall then be submitted to the
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51 people in the same manner as if it had been twice
52 adopted by the general court.

If the proposed amendment should be adopted by
54 the general court at its first submission, and at it
55 second submission in the following year should fail of
56 adoption by the general court, then upon a petition
57 signed and filed, as aforesaid, within the time afore-
-58 said, the said proposed amendment shall be submitted
59 to the people at the ensuing state election; provided,

that the petition is filed not less than sixty days prior60

61 to the date for holding the next state election, and
otherwise the proposed amendment shall be submitted62

to the qualified voters of the commonwealth at the next63

64 following state election.
If a majority of the votes cast on a proposed amend-65

ment to the constitution submitted to the people at the66

67 state election, as aforesaid, shall be in the affirmative,

the amendment shall be adopted, and shall become a68

part of the constitution on the thirtieth day following69

70 the election
No act or resolve passed by the general court shall
ce effect earlier than ninety days after the date of its

71

tak72
approval by the governor, or its becoming law without
his approval, or by a passage over his veto, excepting

i
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acts providing appropriations for the usual current ex-
penses of the state, and excepting also hills or resolves
declared to be emergency measures. An act or resolve
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declared to be an emergency measure shall contain a
preamble setting forth briefly the facts constituting
the alleged emergency. A separate vote shall be taken
on the preamble of such an act or resolve by a call of
the yeas and nays, and unless the preamble is adopted
by a two thirds vote of the total membership of the
senate and by a two thirds vote of the total member-
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ship of the house, the act or resolve shall not be ans

86 emergency measure.
In case of any act or resolve passed by the general87

court which is not an emergency measure or appro-88

89 priation act as above provided if within ninety days
after such act or resolve is approved by the governor,90

91 or becomes a law without his approval, or is passed
over his veto, a petition is filed in the office of the secre-92

tary of the commonwealth signed by qualified voters93

94 of the commonwealth in number equalling five per cent
95 of the total number of votes cast for governor at the

next preceding state election, not more than twenty96

17 per cent of the signers being residents of the same con-
58 gressional district, protesting against the said act or

99 resolve, then the said act or resolve shall not become a
] 00 law, but shall be submitted to the voters of the common-

wealth at the ensuing state election; provided, that the
petition is filed not less than sixty days prior to the
date for holding the next state election, and otherwise
the proposed act or resolve shall be submitted to the
qualified voters of the commonwealth at the next fol-
lowing state election. If a majority of the votes cast
on such act or resolve is in the affirmative the act or
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108 resolve shall take effect in thirty days after the state
election, hut if the majority is in the negative, the act
or resolve shall be null and void.

309

no
In case of an emergency measure if, after such meas-

ure becomes a law, a petition is filed by the num-
ber of persons and within the time and under the con-
ditions last above stated, the measure shall be submitted
to the people at the ensuing state election, and shall
become void at the expiration of thirty days after the
election at which it shall have been disapproved by a
majority of the votes cast thereon.
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In case an act or resolve proposed in the general119

court fails to become a law in the form in which it is
proposed or as amended with the consent of all the
petitioners before such act or resolve shall pass to be
engrossed, then on a petition filed by the number of
persons, and within the time, and under the other con-
ditions last above stated, the said act or resolve shall
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126 be submitted to the next general court, and if it then

127 fails to become a law, it shall be submitted to the people
128 at the ensuing state election, and shall take effect on

the thirtieth day following the election if a majority of129

130 the votes cast on such act or resolve is in the affirmativ
131 otherwise it shall not take effect
132 In case an act or resolve is submitted to the people
133 at a state election under the provisions aforesaid, the
134 general court shall have power to cause to be sub-
135 mitted to the people an alternative act or resoh
136 that the vote of the people may be taken both on the

r resolve submitted s aforesaid, and upon the
übmitted to the people byalternative act or resolve138

the general court. Such an alternative act or resolve139
shall be submitted in cas' it is adopted by the general140
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court in the same manner in which an act or resolve
now becomes a law, receiving the approval of the gov-

141

ernor, or not being vet Ed by the governor within the
or being passed over the veto

143

time prescribed by law
of the governor.
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Lhe referendum mav be ordered by the general court16

on any act or resolve by a majority yea and nay vo
of all the members of each house.
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The veto power of the governor shall not extend t
measures approved by the people.
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Measures approved by the people at any one election
and in conflict in one or more of their provisions shall
all take effect as to provisions not in conflict. In each
case of conflicting provisions in such measures, that one
of the provisions in conflict shall take effect which was
contained in that one of such measures which received
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157 the greatest number of affirmative votes, and all others
158 of such conflicting provisions shall become void

The enacting style of all acts, statutes and laws, both159

160 those in a form proposed by initiative petition and
161 passed by the people and those in a form recommended

by the general court and approved by the people, shall163

163 be: “Be it enacted by the people, of the common-
164 wealth of Massachusetts and by the authority of the
165 same;” and of all acts, statutes, and laws approved
166 upon referendum shall be: —“ Be it enacted by the sen-
167 ate and house of representatives in general court assem-

bled, and by the authority of the same and by the168

approval of the people upon referendum. ■'169

170 neither a proposed amendment to the constitution
171 nor an act, nor a resolve, which has been submitted to

172 the qualified voters of the commonwealth under the
provisions of this amendment, shall again be submitted



HOUSE No. 297 i191

tion of three years after the d
175

amendment.
the com177 which shall he self-enforcing, the

d all other officers are to he guided by the
and hy the terms of this amendment until179 general

vision shall he made therefor by legislation,
isions of the constitution inconsistent here-

ISO furtl
Ad

hereby annulled.

In carrying out the provision;




