
HOUSE No. 350

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS IN-
CLUDED IN THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
STATE BOARD OF HEALTH (PUBLIC DOCU-
MENT NO. 34) FOE THE YEAR ENDED NOV.
30, 1912.

f the State Board of Health,
House, Boston, Jan. 2, 1912.

Office
Stat

1. Infantile Paralysis.

The study of Infantile Paralysis has been pursued by the
State Board of Health continuously since the year 1907, and
the results of this study have been recognized not only in
this country hut also in other parts of the world as of the
greatest interest and importance. In fact, in no other com-
munity except in Sweden has there been a continuous well-
planned campaign against this disease carried out.

The year 1912 has been remarkable for the discovery
under the auspices of the State Board of Health that in-
fantile paralysis can he transferred from monkey to monkey
through the agency of the stable fly (Stomoxys ealcitrans).
This discovery has been confirmed at the Hygienic Labora-
tory of the Public Health Service in Washington.

In order to prosecute properly the further investigations
indicated by this discovery, the Board will require during
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1913 an additional appropriation of money. It recommends,
therefore, that for this purpose there he appropriated by the
Legislature the sum of $lO,OOO.

2. Reports of Deaths from Diseases Dangerous to
the Public Health.

Although the reporting by physicians of diseases danger-
ous to the public health is improving slowly in Massachu-
setts, the Board is still far from having at its command
sufficient knowledge as to the incidence and localization of
communicable diseases in the Commonwealth. The Board
believes that such improvement along this line could be
brought about, if local boards of health were required to
report weekly to the State Board of Health the number of
deaths from diseases declared by said Board to be dangerous
to the public health.

Sale of Drugs Differing from the Professed
Standard under which They are Sold.

In one instance during 1912 it has come to the notice of
the Board that the preparations of morphine distributed hy
a well-known drug house have exceeded in amount that indi-
cated upon the label. It has been impossible, however, to
prosecute for the presence of such conditions, even though as
a result of this inexactitude symptoms of morphine poison-
ing were brought about in several instances, inasmuch as
Section 18 of Chapter 75 of the Revised Laws provides that
drug preparations shall not fall below a certain standard.
The Board, therefore, recommends that the phraseology of
this section be changed.

4. Eeponset Eivek.
In view of the fact that the engineering operations under-

taken by the Board in accordance with Chapter 655, Acts of
1911, Section 1, cannot be carried to proper completion upon
the appropriation originally voted for this purpose, the Board
recommends that a supplementary appropriation of $35,000
be made for the proper completion of this work.
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5. Index Catalogue eor the Use of the Food and
Drug Department.

The records of the food and drug department of the State
Board of Health are at the present time in an unsatisfactory
condition, due to the lack of provision for a systematic index
of the work performed in its various capacities. It is, there-
fore, highly desirable that the work done hy this department
should he properly classified and arranged and that the sys-
tem of records once brought up to date should he continued
in the future.

The Board recommends, therefore, strongly that the sum
of one thousand dollars he appropriated annually to the use
of this department for the adequate keeping of its records.

Respectfully submitted for the State Board of Health

MAEK W. EICHAEDSOE,
Secretary.




