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AN ACT
To provide for Compulsory School Attendance for Children

between the Ages of Seven and Sixteen Years.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter forty-four of the Eevised Laws
2 as amended by section one of chapter three hundred and
3 twenty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and five
4 and by chapter three hundred and eighty-three of the acts
5 of the year nineteen hundred and six is hereby further
6 amended by striking out the word “ fourteen ”, in line
7 one, and inserting in place thereof the word : sixteen,
8 —and by striking out the word “ sixteen,” in line two,
9 and inserting in place thereof the word : eighteen,

10 so as to read as follows : Section 1. Every child,
11 between seven and sixteen years of age, and every
12 child under eighteen years of age, who cannot read at
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13 sight and write legibly simple sentences in the English
14 language, shall attend some public day school in the city
15 or town in which he resides during the entire time the
16 public day schools are in session, subject to such excep-
-17 tionsas to children, places of attendance and schools as
18 arc provided for in section three of chapter forty-two and
19 sections three, five and six of this chapter. The super-
-20 intendent of schools or, if there is no superintendent of
21 schools, the school committee, or teachers acting under
22 authority of said superintendent or committee, may
23 excuse cases of necessary absence. The attendance of a
24 child upon a public day school shall not be required if he
25 has attended for a like period of time a private day school
26 approved by the school committee of such city or town
27 in accordance with the provisions ofthe following section,
28 or if he has been otherwise instructed for a like period
29 of time in the branches of learning required by law to
30 be taught in the public schools, or if he has already
31 acquired such branches of learning, or if his physical or
32 mental condition is such as to render such attendance
33 inexpedient or impracticable. Every person having
34 under his control a child as described in this section shall
35 cause him to attend school as herein required ; and if he
36 fails for five da}' sessions or ten half day sessions within
37 any period of six months while under such control to
38 cause such child, whose physical or mental condition is
39 not such as to render his attendance at school harmful
40 or impracticable, so to attend school, he shall, upon
41 complaint by a truant officer and conviction thereof,
42 be punished by a fine of not more than twenty dollars :

43 provided, however , that no physical or mental condition
44 which is capable of correction, or which renders the child
45 a fit subject for special instruction at public charge in
46 institutions other than the public day schools, shall avail
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47 as a defence under the provisions of this section unless it

48 shall be made to appear that the defendant has employed
49 all reasonable measures for the correction ofthe condition,

50 or the suitable instruction ofthe child. Whoever induces
51 or attempts to induce a child to absent himself unlawfully
52 from school, or employs or harbors a child who, while
53 school is in session, is absent unlawfully from school shall
54 be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.




