
HOUSE No. 655
Bill ying the petition of J. Howard O’Keefe for leads

lation relative to orders by the probate, police, district and munic
ipal courts allowing the marriage of certain minors. Joint Judi

,ry. January 9,

AN ACT
Relative to Orders by the Probate, Police, District and

Municipal Courts allowing the Marriage of Certain Minors.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty of chapter one hundred
2 and fifty-one of the Revis'
3 one hundred and fifty-nin
4 teen hundred and seven,

Laws, as amended by chapter
>f the acts of the year nine-
hereby further amended br

striking out the words “The judge of probate for the
(5 county in which ”, in the first and second lines, and

inserting in place thereof the words : A judge of pro-

f a police, district or municipal court8 ba u

within whose jurisdiction,— and by striking out the

10 word “ probate” in the thirteenth line, and bv inserting’

(U)c Conummtucalti) o! epassadnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.
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11 after the word “probate” in the fifteenth line, the
12 words —or justice of a police, district or municipal
13 court,— so as to read as follows : Section 20. A judge
14 of probate or a justice of a police, district or municipal
15 court within whose jurisdiction a minor under the age
16 specified in the preceding section resides may, after a
17 hearing, make an order allowing the marriage of such
18 minor, if the father of such minor or, if he is not living,

19 or if he lives out of the commonwealth or has deserted
20 his family, the mother or, if neither parent is alive and
21 resident in this commonwealth, a legal guardian duly
22 appointed has consented to such order. If the parent
23 whose consent would be required if living in this com-

of the commonwealth and the24 monwealth lives outside
known, such notice of the25 address of such parent

2ii proceedings shall be given to such parent as the court
27 may order : —provided, that no notice shall be required to
28 be given to a parent who has deserted his family. Said
29 judge of probate or justice of a police, district or
30 municipal court may also after a hearing make such
31 order in the case of a person whose age is alleged to
32 exceed that specified in the preceding section, but who
33 is unable to produce an official record of birth, whereby
34 the reasonable doubt of the clerk or registrar, as exer-

35 cised under the provisions of section twenty-eight, may
36 be removed. Upon receipt of a certified copy ot such

3 7 order bjr the clerk or registrar of the city or town in

38 which such minor resides, he shall receive the notice
39 required by law and issue a certificate as in other cases.

tion 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


