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AN ACT
Relative to District, Police and Municipal Courts and their

Officials and Practice.

1 Section 1. Assistant clerks and clerks pro tempore
2 of district, police and municipal courts, in addition to
3 all other existing powers, shall have all the powers of a
4 clerk whose office is created by law, in receiving oom-
-5 plaints, administering oaths to complainants and others,
6 issuing warrants, search warrants, summonses, writs and
7 other processes, and in admitting persons to bail.

1 Section 2. A prisoner or witness admitted to bail
2 out ot court shall not be released until the officer having
3 him in custody shall have received from the person tak-
-4 ing bail a memorandum setting forth the names of the
5 prisoner or witness, the person taking bail and the
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6 surety or sureties, if any, and the amount of the bail,
7 and the officer shall cause said memorandum to be deliv-
-8 ered without delay to the clerk of the court before which
9 the prisoner was recognized to appear.

1 Section 3. A complaint need not bear date, pro-
-2 vided the date of its reception appears in the jurat
3 thereto.

1 Section 4. The execution of orders of commitment
2 to the Lyman school, the industrial school for girls, the
3 industrial school for boys, and the state board of charity,
4 umy be suspended, and such suspension continued or
5 revoked, in the same manner and with the same efiectas
6 the execution of sentences in criminal cases.

1 Section 5. Section forty of chapter one hundred and
2 sixty of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by insert-
-3 ing after the word “ courts ”, in the sixth line, the words:
4 “ and approved by the justices ”, so as to read as fol-
-5 lows : Section 40. The justices and clerks of police,
6 district and municipal courts, except the municipal court
7 of the city of Boston, may procure all law books relating
8 to the laws of the commonwealth, including the reports
9 of the supreme judicial court, the Massachusetts digests,

10 all blank books, blanks, stationery and other incidentals
11 which may be required by said courts and approved by
12 the justices. The expenses thereof shall be certified by
13 the justices monthly, and shall be transmitted to the
14 county commissioners who shall audit the bills therefor
15 and order payment thereof by the county.

1 Section 6. Section eighty-one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and sixty-eight of the Revised Laws is hereby
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3 amended by striking out all of said section preceding
4 the word “ the ” in the eighth line, so as to read as fol-
-5 lows : Section 81. The court may enforce its decrees
6 by proceedings for contempt as a court of equity might
7 do ; but not more than fourteen days’ imprisonment shall
8 be ordered by the court as punishment for any one such
9 contempt. The debtor may be released by order of the

10 court at any time, upon payment of the claim and costs
11 or upon his giving a bond to the creditor, with one or
12 more sureties who shall be approved by the court, con-
-13 ditioned that he will comply with all existing or sub-
-14 sequent decrees of the court; or, after seven days’ im-
-15 prisonment, he may be released by order of the court,
16 upon filing in court his personal bond, conditioned that
17 he will thenceforth comply with all decrees of the court.
18 If the debtor is released upon his personal bond, as
19 aforesaid, he may, if he does not comply with said
20 decree within sixty days after his release or fails to show
21 to the court good cause for his non-compliance, again be
22 cited to appear before the court by the creditor and pro-
-23 ceeded against as for a further contempt of court.

1 Section 7. Section forty-two of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and sixty of the Revised Laws is hereby amended
3 I)}' striking out the whole of said section and by insert-
-4 ing in the place thereof the following: Section 42.
5 If all the parties to an action in a police, district or
6 municipal court, other than the municipal court of the
7 city of Boston, file a written waiver ot the right of
8 appeal, there shall be no appeal from the judgment in
9 such action.




