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DETAILED REPORT OF THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE
STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE, UNDER SECTION 8 OF CHAPTER 89 OF THE REVISED LAWS,
WITH RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
IN THE INTEREST OF AGRICULTURE.

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

As the year of 1912 draws to a close, your attention should
be called to the manifold signs of progress in rural thought and
activity throughout the Commonwealth. The significant fact
that the ever-widening wave of interest in things agricultural
on the part of the city dweller and the amateur agriculturist
as well as among the rank and file of our farmers, has continued
to spread and enlarge and to engulf a larger and still larger
proportion of the population of the Commonwealth, is forcibly
impressed upon your secretary. Herein, perhaps, lies one of
the most important phases of the work of the State Board of
Agriculture,
and of all organizations whose aim it is to
the redirecting of thought
benefit the people of the State,
and action into agricultural channels that the hills and valley
of the Old Bay State may be repopulated; that the land m
be tilled to a greater extent and with a greater efficien
and that those crowded dwellers of our cities and manufacturingtowns, who feel the call of agriculture and are willing and able
to take up the business of farming in the accepted modern and
businesslike manner, may avail themselves of the opportunity.
Such an awakening is now being experienced. Starting several
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years ago, it has shown a constant and almost amazing progress, and this year has seen no relaxation of interest. One
and the one which is, perhaps, the greatest
factor, however,
check to this movement, —is the inability of the would-be
farmer to secure funds, either for buying or for stocking a
farm after it is purchased. Very few of the great( working
clasfe, which forms such a vital part of our whole population,
are able to accumulate sufficient funds to enable them to
establish themselves on the land. Were there funds made
available in the shape of bonds issued by the State, procurable
at a reasonable rate of interest, and available to farmers and
those who desired to become farmers, the greatest hindrance
in this work of assisting those who have the desire and ability
for the calling of agriculture would be overcome.
The Interest in agriculture of the capitalist, or, perhaps we
may better say, the interest of the man with money to invest,
which was mentioned in the last annual report, has not only
continued, but has greatly increased. The recent exhibitions
of what Massachusetts and New England can produce in fruit
and other produce have caused the scales to fall from the eyes
of those who have seen only the possibilities of the west, and
who have been blind to the greater opportunities lying beneath
their hand and in close proximity to the best markets of the
world. With these demonstrations of what can be done in a
commercial way before them, these men are casting about for
suitable locations for investing their money, not for a pleasure,
not as a toy, but as a real business venture.
The study and research for the improvement of agriculture,
to which we are so greatly indebted for the wonderful progress
of the past several years, has been taken up in the only logical
way. The first step was the study of the soil itself in connection with the crop to be grown. The enemies and diseases
to which the crop was subject were then taken up, and their
subjection and control was accomplished so far as possible.
Attention has more lately been given to the preparation of
the product for the market, and great efforts have been made
to secure the adoption of the most approved methods now
known. Now comes, then, the next step, the solution of the
marketing problem itself. The selling of the product, the
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final step, is indeed one of the most important of all. How
shall the product be placed in the hands of the consumer in
the best possible condition? How can this be done with the
least expense? How can the producer secure the very largest
possible share of the consumer’s dollar? How can he secure
the portion of that dollar which is just and proportionate to
the importance of his part in making available to the consumer the various products of the soil? These are some of the
problems which now present themselves in this connection,
and which are now receiving the attention of progressive
farmers and those others who are directly interested in the
promotion of our agriculture, among whom the State Board is
by no means least. A committee of this Board now has this
matter under consideration and will report at this meeting.
The advent of the parcels post, limited though it may be, it
is hoped may help to solve some of these problems; may
narrow the gulf between producer and consumer, at least in so
far as the ratio of amount received to price paid is concerned.
The solution of the problem of marketing lies in earnest study
and practical application. These factors are now being brought
to bear, and with the solution of this problem, which must
shortly come to a realization, we can be assured of a contin
uance of the remarkable progress of the farmer, and of agri
culture as a whole, which has characterized the past decade.
the weather and
Turning to a consideration of the season,
and
its general effect on crop production,
of the progress
and results of the work, we find that, in general, conditions
have been very satisfactory. While crops, as a whole, and for
the country as a unit, have been excellent when compared
with some of the yields of recent years, the figures from this
State show that, in general, they have been a very good average.
The month of May was exceedingly cold and wet, and at the
end of the month the season was from ten days to two weeks
late. Although this was bad for market-garden and farm
crops, it was, on the other hand, a wonderful help to grass
lands and pastures. After the su< cessive and severe droughts
of the past several years this was the one and only thing that
could put the sward into such a condition as to enable it to
produce a satisfactory crop. Conditions changed, however,
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and scarcely any rain fell from the Ist of June until late in
July. Thus, what promised to be an excellent hay crop proved
to be a trifle below the normal, although somewhat better
than for several years. On high, ordinarily dry land, early
planted crops germinated well, but owing to the lateness of
the season and to scarcity of help, planting in general was
very much behind. The drought of the early summer also set
back the crops to some extent. The value of the use of the
summer silo, supplementing the shortage in the pastures,
was again strikingly illustrated, and attention was directed
to this important adjunct to the dairy industry by an article
in the July Crop Report by one of New England’s most successful and most practical dairymen. Farmers, however, were
much more fortunate than in 1911, in that the lateness of the
spring was largely offset by a corresponding lateness in the
fall, the month of September being unusually favorable to the
development of the backward crops. While there were neither
late frosts in the spring nor early frosts in the fall to do serious
damage, it is worthy of note that not a month passed during
the year which was not accompanied by light, but more or less
general, frosts.
The season of 1912 as a whole can be considered as a fairly
profitable one, although the scarcity and high price of help,
low prices for certain products, excessive cost of repairs to
tools and buildings, high prices of grains and feeds and the
high cost of the necessities of life were all factors in reducing
materially the profits which might have been realized in the
absence of these drawbacks.
The apple crop was somewhat below the average in quantity, but in quality it was excellent. The results of the edu-

cational exhibits and demonstrations, conducted by this Board
and other organizations, are very gratifying in the larger application of modern accepted methods of producing and marketing
this fruit. This points the way to the supplanting of western
fruit in our New England markets by the choicer native products
grown in close proximity to our wonderful markets by the
farmers and fruit growers of Massachusetts and neighboring
States.

Market gardeners did fairly well, although early potatoes
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were nearly a failure, and onions were very low in price. Late
crops were favored with more congenial conditions than the
early ones.
Tobacco was fully up to the average in both quantity and
quality, and a slight increase in acreage is indicated. The
cranberry crop was not especially good, owing to frost and
worm damage combined. The poultrymen in the State are
quite optimistic and in general have had a very satisfactory
season, despite the high prices of grain and feeds. Prices for
all farm products for the year ruled about an average, with a
slight tendency upward, which, however, was more than offset
by the increased cost of materials which the farmer must purchase.
Road:

The State of Massachusetts ranks far ahead of most other
States in the percentage of “improved” roads to total mileage
of all roads. This means that the State realizes the value and
the importance of good roads. But there is one feature that
should he brought to your attention. While we have many
miles of macadam or so-called “State road,” the majority of
our country roads are unimproved. The main arteries of
travel, the through highways, are the ones which have been
improved; and they should be. But at the same time the
result of this improvement is an unjust tax for their construction and their maintenance upon the farmer. Not only must
he pay his proportionate tax upon the improved highways,
but he must also meet that very present assessment of wear
and tear on equipment which poor roads entail. The constant
and increasing use of the automobile on the town roads, necessitating a larger outlay for their maintenance, is the source
of further hardship to the farmer. Your secretary suggests,
for the relief of this situation, that the tax on automobiles be
increased, and that this additional revenue be put at the disposal of the towns which would be willing to co-operate in the
matter of road improvement, in addition to what is already
available from the State. This method, coupled with the continued policy of road improvement throughout the Commonwealth, will in time remedy the present unjust situation.
Good roads mean much for the country, larger profits for the
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farmer, closer communication with sources of Isupply and
distribution centers, and a larger, fuller life for the individual
and the community.
Dairying and Sheep Raising.

As we turn to the business of dairying, present conditions
forcibly impress upon your secretary the fact that the placing

of this industry on a basis which will be financially profitable
to the producer is the problem of the hour. This is fundamental
and must be accomplished if the industry itself is to be preserved. In this connection emphasis should be laid upon the
necessity of a discrimination on the part of the public in favor
of near-by Massachusetts milk of excellent quality and cleanliness, rather than the milk from neighboring States, of less
certain quality and of necessity older, owing to distance of
shipment. A valuable and practical suggestion is the labeling
of milk produced in Massachusetts. This, coupled with the
education of the consumer to the real value of milk, which is
being promoted by this Board, should greatly aid the situation.
Another point, the dairyman should raise his own cows. The
heaviest cost in raising a cow is during the first three months.
Pasturage is cheap, and upon reaching the age of from two
years to thirty months, they should freshen, and thereafter
pay their way. And in this connection your secretary would
urge upon the dairymen the value and practicability of the
“neighborhood sire,” the co-operative purchase and use of a
pure-bred animal of good descent. In view of the recognized
fact that the sire is half of the herd, and that the majority
of our dairymen have not the necessary capital to purchase
such an animal as would meet the requirements, this is a most
feasible solution. At the present time beef is higher than it
has been at any time since the civil war. With this fact in mind
the advantages of raising stock are even greater than otherwise, as the dairyman can in no way suffer loss, as, should an
animal prove for any reason unfit for the dairy herd, there is a
profit to be received from its sale as beef. Averse as are conditions for dairying in this State at the present time, strict as
the laws and regulations for the production of milk have been
made, the dairyman should avail himself of these opportunities
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to increase the profits which present conditions are doing so
much to reduce.
Sheep raising, with the present high prices of both meat and
wool, shoidd also receive more attention. The one great
obstacle to the sheep industry is the ravages of dogs. The
decline of sheep raising is graphically shown by the following
figures, giving the number of sheep in Massachusetts at different periods since I860;
1860,

114,829

1885,

55,140

1910,

32,708

1912,

24,551

These figures show a decrease of practically 72 per cent, in
the number of sheep in the State during a period of fifty years.
In order that the sheep industry might be properly redeveloped, the proposition of a substantial increase in the
amount of our dog license should be considered, to include all
breeds which are a menace to this industry. Sheep should
roam our fields and hills instead of the wild deer which are
now so plentiful, and which each year exact such a toll from
our agriculture, a toll which is not, nor can be, returned to the
farmers by the State.
Waste Land;
Your secretary at this time would again call attention to
the advisability of developing our waste lands
swamps

which, by drainage projects could be made available to agriculture. This matter was brought to the attention of the Board
at the business meeting in June, and strong emphasis should
be laid upon it. While the more adequate tillage of the acres
now under cultivation, rural credit, the conditions in the dairy
industry and the adequate marketing of products should first
receive attention and correction, still, this subject of reclaiming
our present idle lands should be actively considered. The
situation is peculiarly a State problem, as there are many tracts
of valuable land, generally extending over a number of adjoining farms and often running over into different townships,
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which might be made available by drainage. The solution of
the problem is not within the reach of the individual landowner or town authority, but must be undertaken by the State.
There is no means of ascertaining the exact amount of land
which could be made available to agriculture by such drainage, but the amount of this land is surprisingly large, and I
bespeak your earnest consideration of this matter, and would
suggest that the Board declare itself in favor of the general
scheme of such reclamation, and that its committee appear
in favor of any measure which will result in thus materially
increasing the agricultural wealth of the State.
Legislation of

1912.

It was felt that the several recommendations of this Board
received fairly liberal treatment by the Legislature of 1912.
The appropriation for the dissemination of useful information
in agriculture was increased from $5,000 to $6,000, in accordance
with the enlarged demand for such information. The amount
of bounty available to the several agricultural societies represented on the Board was increased by $4OO for each society,
$2OO to be used for general awards and $2OO for the encouragement of agricultural thought and activity among children and
youths. In recognition of the most valuable work of the State
Ornithologist, a bill to increase the appropriation for the salary
of this official from $5OO to $2,000 was introduced, and finally
became a law after the amount had been reduced to $1,500.
An increase of the annual appropriation for nursery inspection
from $12,000 to $15,000 was granted. An annual appropriation
of $2,000 for the encouragement of agriculture by holding of
special exhibitions was granted. A bill carrying an appropriation of $2,000 for the purpose of making an exhibit at the
American Land and Irrigation Exposition in New York was
passed. A bill to provide for the encouragement of our declining dairy industry failed of enactment, as did also a provision for the publication of a farm catalogue; and a bill providing for the further consolidation of the State work for
agriculture, by bringing the work of the Cattle Bureau under
the direction of this Board, received unfavorable action by the
Legislature.

1913.]

HOUSE

9

No. 833.

Milk Legislation of 1912.
An act relative to the labeling of containers of condensed,
concentrated and evaporated milk and skimmed milk, and an
act to regulate the use of utensils for testing the composition
or value of milk and cream, were the only laws relating to the
dairy industry passed in 1912. The former perfects the labeling
act of 1911, while the latter insures that all utensils used in
testing milk and cream be accurate.
Legislative

Plans

for

191

At the special meeting at South Framingham, on December
3, the Board voted to present to the Legislature the following
projects;
1. A bill to provide for three years an annual appropriation
of $15,000 for the encouragement of dairying by offering prizes
for the best-kept stables, the lowest bacteria counts and best
quality of milk; by demonstrations; by instruction by agents;
by literature; or otherwise.
2. A bill providing for an open season on pheasants, and
allowing farmers or other persons to destroy pheasants found
injuring cultivated crops.
The Board further voted to support the bill, submitted by
the Massachusetts Association of Boards of Health, providing
for the protection of the public health by establishing a limit
of bacteria permissible in milk intended for sale.
The first-named bill is drawn in the identical form in which
both legislative committees on agriculture and ways and means
reported it to the last general court as “ought to pass.” It
is presented in the belief that business of any kind profits, and
may be boomed, by education and encouragement, and that
eternal inspection and no reward would, in time, drive even
the most profitable industry out of the State.
Other bills, drafted by your secretary, are called to your
attention under the headings to which they relate.
—

Work

of

the

Office.

The widespread awakening as to the possibilities of agriculin Massachusetts and New England continues to be felt
ever-increasing demand upon the office of the Board for
the
in
ture
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literature and specific information. To meet this demand it
has been necessary to employ much additional office help during
the year, and this we have done to the full extent which our
funds would allow.
We were very unfortunate this year in the loss of our first
clerk and of our assistant librarian. Mr. Howard N. Legate
died very suddenly on March 28, and Miss Grace C. Hall
passed away soon after that date. Mr. H. Linwood White,
second clerk, was promoted to the position of first clerk shortly
afterward, and Mr. Erwin H. Forbush was secured to fill the
position of second clerk, being under provisional appointment
by the civil service, until an eligible list should be established.
A competitive examination for this position was assigned by
the civil service for August 1, which Mr. Forbush passed, and
his permanent appointment followed. A similar procedure was
necessary in the case of the assistant librarian, and Miss May
A. Connerney now fills that position. In addition to the regular
office force it has been found necessary to procure additional
help very frequently, and two stenographers have been regularly employed during the last three months of the fiscal year.
Much work has been done upon the library, and the information which it contains has thus been made available to a much
greater degree. This is a very important feature and should
have the entire attention of at least one individual. A recommendation lias been made for an increase in the appropriation
for extra clerical assistance which I trust will be favorably considered, and I would urge that the Board instruct its committee
on legislation to do everything possible to secure the favorable
action of the Legislature on this increase. This will provide
funds for the employment of a permanent stenographer, which,

with the intermittent employment of extra assistance, will be
sufficient for the present, although, if the work continues to
increase at the same rate which it has done during the last few
years, it will soon be necessary to have more office help. During
the year a new desk has been secured and the chief deputy
nursery inspector is now permanently located in the office, thus
greatly facilitating the nursery inspection work, but at the same
time further handicapping us for space in the office. This
fact, coupled with the loss of the private office of the secretary,
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and also the employment of additional office help which has
been necessary, has so crowded the main office that the work
is seriously handicapped. The preparation of much material
which is of original character, both by the secretary himself
and by his assistants, makes it imperative that there be a
room provided in connection with the office where this can
be done. All committee meetings, conferences, and Board
meetings must now be held in the main office, unless special
requisition is made for an assignment of another room, and
this is of added importance and the situation is all the more
regrettable, owing to the fact that various New England
organizations have looked upon the office of the Board as their
logical meeting place. It can readily be seen to what an extent
the work of the office is hindered by this arrangement, and with
the fast-increasing volume of routine work which must be
attended to, and with the additional work which is planned,
the State can ill afford to cripple the efficiency of the department in any way.
As your present secretary relinquishes the activities of this
office he feels that he should urge the advisability of an increase
in the salary attached to this position. In accordance with the
demands and the importance of the agricultural interests of
Massachusetts he feels that the remuneration should be such
as would attract the very best talent to the direction and
development of those interests, and would urge that this matter
receive your favorable consideration. This matter has previously been twice recommended by the Board.
Wild Deee.

The year of 1912 has seen no cessation in the enormous toll
which deer are constantly exacting from our agriculture, from
the pockets of our farmers, who, in any case, are never overpaid
for their efforts. Probably the greatest loss is experienced by
the fruit growers of the State, owing to the fact that, while
reparation is supposed to be made by the State upon complaint
of deer damage, it is very difficult to ascertain what the damage
to a young orchard really is, and the appraisers in such instances
invariably set this damage at too low a figure. The promotion
and proper development of our agriculture will sooner or later
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demand either the extermination of these handsome but destructive animals, or else their confinement in State parks.
The present law allowing the farmer to shoot them when they
are caught in the act of destroying his crops is an excellent
help, but he can ill afford to spend his time policing his fields
and orchards. The short open season in the fall in the western
counties helps out the situation, as it not only thins the ranks
of the deer, but also causes them to become a trifle more wild
and wary and not quite so bold in their advances. This backwardness, however, largely disappears by the following growing
season, and can hardly be called a help. The following figures
furnished by the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game indicate that the number of deer in the State is evidently not
decreasing. Deer killed in 1911: doing damage to crops, 230;
during open season, 1,269; total, 1,499. Deer killed in 1912:
doing damage to crops, 313; during open season, 1,231; total,
1,544. If the welfare of agriculture in Massachusetts is to be
considered, no change will be allowed in the present law which
will afford any greater protection to these animals, and your
secretary would urge that he be instructed to oppose any
alteration in the present law, and he would even advocate fuller
protection and more adequate reimbursement for the farmer
rather any change, prompted by sentiment, in favor of the
deer.
Pheasants.

Investigations conducted by the Board this year, coupled
with considerable disastrous personal experience of your secretary, have convinced him of the need of legislation affording the
farmer protection from the pheasant. For emphasis of this
matter a quotation is made from the May, 1912, issue of the
Crop Report of this Board;
It would seem from the reports that, while these birds are not as
yet plenty enough to do much damage in most sections, they will
where numerous, do a good deal of damage, especially in the fall, to
the ripening corn, and in the spring by digging up seed and pulling
young shoots.
The result of this investigation showed plainly' that, while
the damage was not general, it was especially marked in all
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localities where the birds were present in large numbers. Steps
must be taken which will afford protection to the farmer before these birds become so numerous as to cause serious damage
throughout the State. A bill to this effect, patterned somewhat after the present deer law, allowing the farmer to protect
his growing crops and providing a short open season in certain
counties where these birds have gained a foothold, has been
favorably considered by this Board and is earnestly recommended for passage by your honorable body.
Changes in the

Board.

What few changes have occurred in the personnel of the
Board have resulted from the expiration of the terms of different members and the election to the Board of other representatives by several of the incorporated societies. Mr.
Chas. P. Aldrich, of the Franklin County Society, retires after
three years of service, and Mr. Geo. E. Taylor, Jr., has been
elected from this society; Mr. Howard A. Parsons, of the
Hampshire Agricultural Society, retires after three years of
service, and Mr. Francis E. Farrar has been elected to the
Board; Mr. Walter C. Bemis,. of the Spencer Association, retires after three years of service, and Mr. Edward Warren has
been elected to his seat; and Mr. Sylvester H. Peebles, of the
Union Agricultural and Horticultural Society, retires after
three years of service, and Mr. Henry K. Herrick will fill his
place. An addition to the membership of the Board is the
representative of the Quannapowitt Agricultural Society of
Reading and Wakefield, which has elected Dr. Calvert H.
Playdon.
Meetings of the

Board

The summer field meeting of the Board was held on the
C. I. Hood farm, at Lowell, on June 21. The weather was ideal
and the total attendance for the day was estimated at about
1,000. The program was an especially good one. It was opened
by a demonstration and talk on tools and machines used by the
market-gardener, by Henry M. Howard. This was followed
by a demonstration of a gasoline traction engine and gang
plow by a representative of the International Harvester Company. Evan F. Richardson then gave an address on harvesting
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and curing hay, and a demonstration and field trial of haying
tools and machinery. In the afternoon Prof. Chas. S. Plumb
gave illustrated talks on the points of the dairy cow and the
hog, judging animals in each case with the use of the score
card. The scene of operations was then shifted to the Geo. W.
Trull farm, where an excellent demonstration of the use of
dynamite in agriculture and its practical application to the
various operations of the farm was given.
The public winter meeting of the Board was held at South
Framingham, with the Middlesex South Agricultural Society,
on December 3, 4 and 5. The program was all that could be
wished for, and was more extensive than for a number of years.
The lectures and discussions will appear in the annual volume.
An informal reception was given to the Board by the Framingham Board of Trade. A feature of the meeting which was of
much interest was an exhibit which was prepared by Dr. Chas.
E. North, of the New York milk committee. This consisted of
utensils and instruments necessary in the production of sanitary

milk.

The annual business meeting of the Board was held at Boston
on January 9 and 10, and special business meetings were held
at Lowell and South Framingham.
Agricultural

Societies.

The agricultural societies, as shown by the returns for the
year of 1911, are generally in a prosperous condition. A comparison of the returns of the years of 1911 and 1910 shows that,
disregarding the addition in 1911 of the Worcester North Agricultural and Dairying Association, the aggregate market value

of the property belonging to the societies increased $45,524.30,
or nearly 4 per cent., and the assets increased $31,763.07, or
2j/2 per cent., while the liabilities increased only $8,058.31,
or 1 per cent. The weather during nearly all of the fairs was
propitious, and reports show that the attendance was as large,
if not larger, than in former years. The societies were aided
financially to a considerable extent by the increase in the bounty
granted by the Legislature, and took advantage of the clause
appropriating money for use in the payment of premiums to
children and youths by offering such premiums at their recent
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fairs. It appears, however, that the clause referred to does
not do justice to the girls and boys alike, nor does it fully meet
the requirements of the boys’ activities alone. Your secretary
recommends, therefore, that chapter 260 of the Acts of 1912
be so amended as to give proper latitude to the awarding of
premiums to children and youths.
Farmers’ Institutes

The institute season of 1912 was marked more by a greater
eagerness on the part of those attending the sessions for new
methods in agriculture, than by mere numbers of either institute
sessions or persons in attendance. One hundred and thirtyeight have been held with 154 sessions. All the societies held
3 or more meetings except the Housatonic Agricultural Society,
which was excused from holding more than 1 institute, and the
Nantucket Agricultural Society, which was excused from holding more than 1. These societies will be required, however, to
hold enough additional institutes in 1913 to bring the total for
the two years up to 6. Nine societies held 4or more meetings,
and 27 institutes were held by organizations other than agricultural societies. The aggregate attendance for the year was
18,172, or 118 per session, as against 126 last year, 110 in 1910,
137 in 1909, 111 in 1908, 118 in 1907, 127 in 1906, 125 in 1905,
and figures ranging from 94 in 1899 to 109 in 1904, for previous
vears.

The list of speakers was thoroughly gone over and strengthened where needed. A number of new lectures are offered by
speakers. On the recommendation by Mr. Henry M. Howard,
of the committee on institutes and public meetings, a subject
list of lectures was prepared and published in connection with
the regulations of the Board and the usual list of lectures and
subjects. This enables local farmers and institute managers
to more readily select lectures where subject of lecture has
precedence.

Your secretary attended the annual meeting of the American
Association of Farmers’ Institute Workers, at Atlanta, Ga., on
November 10 to 15, and read a discussion of the proposition.
Would an agricultural journal giving information regularly
respecting Farmers’ Institutes and other forms of extension
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work be desirable? If so, how could such journal be secured
and maintained?
The increase of $l,OOO requested in my estimates for the
year for the “dissemination of useful information in agriculture” was granted by the Legislature. This allowed the
publication of all the bulletins, circulars, nature leaflets and
crop reports that time for careful editing would allow without
curtailing the institute work.
Apiary Inspection

Since the establishment of the apiary inspection service on a
permanent basis by the Legislature of 1911, there has been good
opportunity to standardize the work and plan well into the
future. This has resulted in still more efficient work during
the year of 1912, and a resultant wide understanding by the
horticulturists of the importance of bees to this industry and
a keener appreciation on the part of beekeepers of the necessity
of avoiding and combating the different bee diseases. The
State has been practically covered during the past year, and
conditions have proved very satisfactory. In February the
convention of apiary inspectors of northeastern United States
and Canada was held at Amherst. A partial report of the proceedings of this convention, containing valuable papers delivered
at that time, will be printed in connection with the annual
report of the State Inspector of Apiaries. The commendation
of the inspection service in this State which found expression
at this conference was very gratifying to this Board and to the
State Inspector.
Nursery Inspection.

The work of this department has developed remarkably in
the past few years. Primarily, the inspection work consisted
of an examination of growing nursery stock in the field only.
The recent introduction from abroad of serious insect pests
and plant diseases, however, which threaten the nursery and
forest interests of the State, have become a public menace and
have made clear the necessity of a thorough inspection of
foreign imports of nursery stock in order to prevent the further
introduction of similar insect pests and plant diseases. Further-
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more, the prevalence of certain insect pests in this State which
as yet have not become established in other States has made
necessary the inspection of all nursery stock going to points

outside of the State. Otherwise, nursery interests in which
several millions of dollars are invested would have to be abandoned and this important industry lost to the State. In view
of the foregoing the work of the inspection service is now
directed along several lines; the inspection of nursery stock in
the nurseries as a protection to the nurserymen and to the
public at large, the inspection of imports from abroad to prevent the introduction of new insect pests and plant diseases,
the inspection of nursery stock coming from other States to
determine whether it meets inspection requirements, and by a
careful inspection of all stock shipped from the State an attempt
is made to prevent the spread of dangerous insect pests or
plant diseases into territory where these have not already
become established. The inspection work at present requires
the services of several men permanently, and at times as many
as 35 men are required to carry out this work. The recommendation of your secretary in 1912 for an increase of the appropriation for inspection work and modifications in the nursery
inspection law were favorably considered and adopted, and
this important work is now upon a very satisfactory basis.
The demands of the inspection service work upon the stenographic service of the office are constantly increasing, and
your secretary would suggest the permanent employment by
this department of a stenographer in order to relieve the present
situation whereby both the inspection service work and that
of the office are handicapped.
The

Dairy

Bureau.

The Dairy Bureau has continued its good work in the efficient
and progressive manner which has, in the past, characterized
all of its undertakings. The relations between the Board, as
a whole, and the Bureau have also been most satisfactory, thus
indicating the value of this manner of organization, which
might well be applied to other activities in the agricultural
work of the State. The annual report of the general agent of
the Bureau will be presented at the annual meeting, and will

18

BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

[Jan.

contain the various details of the work. The Bureau has
applied for an increase of $2,000 in the appropriation for this
work, which would make an annual appropriation of $lO,OOO.
The efficiency and importance of the work of this Bureau is
sufficient justification for the granting of this request, and I
feel that the granting of this additional amount will result in
an enlargement of the work which is already being done, and
this can only be a benefit to the dairy interests of Massachusetts.
The Cattle Bureau,

The above is the former title of what is now, in reality as well
as in name, a separate and distinct organization from this
Board, the Department of Animal Industry. While the establishment of such a department is not in accord with that highly
commendable policy of consolidation and co-operation which
is productive of the largest results for the agriculture of the
Commonwealth, it is hoped that under the present arrangement the control of contagious animal diseases may receive
the attention which is essential to the best welfare of the agricultural interests of the State.
State Forester
The annual report of the State Forester will appear in “Agriculture of Massachusetts for 1912,” and he will report in person at the annual meeting of the Board. The State Forester
is very properly directing much of his attention to the development of forestry methods in Massachusetts, and so far as is
possible and practicable, is endeavoring to secure the cooperation of the various cities and towns in the work of suppression of the gpysy and brown-tail moths. The original
purpose of the office of the State Forester was the promotion
of modern methods of forestry, which would not only conserve
our forest supply, but would add to the value of this very important resource, and the State Forester is earnestly seeking
to carry out this plan; the success which attends his various
efforts is very gratifying.
State

Ornithologist,

The different phases of the work of the State Ornithologist
have progressed very favorably during the past year. The
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general public sentiment toward the protection of not only our
song and insectivorous birds, but also our game birds and wild
fowl, has continued to increase, and Massachusetts is in the
very forefront of progress in the conservation of its useful and
valuable wild life. This fact is largely due to the efforts and
accomplishments of the ornithologist. It is the intention of
the State Ornithologist to devote his entire time to the duties
of that office. This means that if the present incumbent is
to be retained, and your secretary would emphasize his value
to the State, the salary accompanying the office must be established in proportion to the amount and quality of the work
which is demanded and which is given. The recommendation
of the secretary in the last report in regard to this matter was
only partially complied with, and your attention is again called
to the matter. The special report which has been in process
of preparation for several years was published in 1912 under
the title, “A History of the Game Birds, Wild Fowl and Shore
Birds of Massachusetts and Adjacent States.” This is a cloth
bound volume of 630 pages, fully illustrated by the author and
others, and is pronounced one of the most valuable works
upon the subject which has yet been published. Free copies
were provided for the Governor, Council, members of the
Legislature of 1910 and various other State officials, for the
high schools of the State and for the free public libraries. The
balance of the edition is now on sale through this office at $1
per copy, the same price at which “Useful Birds and their
Protection” is sold.
Massachusetts

Agricultural College

The hearty co-operation in all progressive undertakings
which has been a feature in the relations between this Board
and the agricultural college in the past has characterized all
the various efforts during the year of 1912. The experts of
the college and experiment station have readily responded to
the various calls made upon their time and energy for lectures
before the Board, for institute service and for essays which
have been incorporated in bulletins and other publications
of the Board. On the other hand, copies of the different publications have been supplied for the circulating library of the
extension service, and, to a limited extent, for the regular
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college courses. At the present time the buildings and equipment of the college itself are hardly adequate to the demands
made upon them. It is to be hoped that the incoming Legislature may see fit to grant such requests for additional buildings
and equipment as, in the opinion of those in charge, are needed.
To this end, then, it would seem to your secretary that the
energy of those who are directing the development and growth
of the college should be applied, first of all, to the development
of the college as an institution to which every son of Massachusetts who has the desire may turn, with the assurance that
nowhere can be obtained a more adequate training in the
principles and practice of agriculture. Centralization of effort
is productive of the largest results, and surely such results are
what we most desire and what the people of the State most
deserve from this one of the educational institutions of the
State which is peculiarly their own.
Massachusetts Fruit Show.

Believing that the interests of the fruit-growing industry in
Massachusetts could best be served by the holding of an exhibition in the State every year, instead of every other year,
as is the case with the New7 England Fruit Show, the Board of
Agriculture was instrumental in the planning of the first Massachusetts Fruit Show7 and w as greatly assisted in the carrying
out of the undertaking by the Massachusetts hruit Growers
Association. The appropriation of $2,000 for special exhibitions
w as this year partially devoted to this purpose, and the show
was held in Florticultural Hall November 7-10, in connection
with the annual chrysanthemum exhibition of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. At this show was again presented to the great consuming public of the city of Boston,
and all others who chose to attend, some of the choicest fruit
obtainable, all grown right here in Massachusetts. This
method of advertising the products and the possibilities of
our Massachusetts soil cannot be too highly commended. The
attention which the various exhibits of fruit attracted was
very gratifying and was also indicative of the ever-increasing
interest on the part of the consumer in native-grown products.
As a sort of supplement to the fruit show an exhibition of some
,

r

7

7
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of the prize apples was arranged in one of the show windows
of t\m. Filene’s Sons department store, which attracted unlimited attention. An effort was even made to have it removed,
as it was the cause of blockading traffic at that point. This
only shows what an interest there is in our native products.
New

England

Corn

Exposition.

This organization, in accordance with their plans, held the
second biennial corn exposition in Horticultural Hall, Boston,
Nov. 20 to 24, 1912. This exposition was an excellent one.
The exhibits showed that the interest in corn growing in New
England is on the increase, and that the farmer is learning and
adopting better methods in the growing of this crop, which
tend to produce not only more and larger kernels on every ear,
but also more bushels to every acre. The attendance at the
show indicated that the general public in and around Boston
failed to appreciate the significance of the show itself, and of
the great industry which it represents. These expositions
should have the widest publicity on the part of the press, in
order that their full value may be realized. This Board, out of
its appropriation for the holding of special exhibitions, furnished financial aid in prizes to the amount of $567, and your
secretary feels that this aid was heartily deserved and was
expended to very good advantage.
American Land

and Irrigation Exposition.

The Board of Agriculture last year requested from the
Legislature a special appropriation of $3,000 for the purpose
of making an exhibit of agricultural produce at the American
Land and Irrigation Exposition, which was to be held in New
York Nov. 15 to Dec. 1,1912. This exposition in 1911 was an
exceedingly creditable showing of the products and opportunities of the various States. Massachusetts, in conjunction
with other New England States, prepared and exhibited a most
excellent collection of the produce of this section. There is
little doubt that the resultant effects of this exhibit have been
very beneficial to New England, calling the attention, as it
did, of the residents of the great metropolis to the opportunities
which lie so close at hand in the hills and valleys of Massa-
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chusetts and other New England

States. This exhibit was
made at a great sacrifice to all concerned, as the money available for the purpose was by no means sufficient, even though
the New England railroad lines secured and paid for the necessary space in the hall. Realizing that they would probably
not be willing to do this in 1912, an appropriation of $3,000
was asked for, which, with the amounts which might be raised
by the other States, was deemed sufficient for the purpose of
making an adequate show. This amount was curtailed in the
progress of the bill through the last Legislature anti $2,000 was
finally appropriated for the purpose.
The management of the exposition raised their rates for the
1912 exposition, so that the necessary space would have cost
nearly the total sum appropriated. A strong effort was made
to induce the New England lines to again assist in this exhibition
to the extent of furnishing the space. This, however, was
unsuccessful. The matter was taken up with the management
of the show, who put forward a proposition whereby space
could be secured. A conference of the secretaries and commissioners of agriculture in New England was called, at which
the representative of the show was present and presented a
plan whereby your secretary w as to authorize him to solicit
funds among the business houses of Boston and vicinity, with
which to supplement the appropriation granted by the LegislaIn
ture, in order that sufficient space might be purchased.
an
approgranted
view of the fact that the Legislature had
priation, it was deemed hardly expedient to allow such solicitation. The result of the matter -was that no exhibition was
made at this exposition, as it was deemed unwise to make an
exhibit which would be in any way inferior to the shoving
which was made the previous year, and the money appropriated
for the purpose has reverted to the treasury.

r

Exhibit

of the

Work

of the

Board.

Although other requests for an exhibit of the work of the
Board were made, the only one which could be arranged was
that in connection with the annual fair and show of the Mansfield Poultry, Pigeon and Pet Stock Association, held at Mansfield on December 11 to 14. The exhibit consisted of samjile
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copies of all the publications of the Board displayed so as to be
easy of access to the public, and production charts showing the
localization of the various farm industries of the State. This
exhibit was shown in conjunction with that demonstrating the
commercial packing of apples in boxes, mentioned elsewhere.
The Farm

Catalogue

The fact that the Legislature of 1912 failed to grant an
appropriation for a new edition of the farm catalogue, published by your Board the previous year, has been a source of
very keen regret to your secretary. This regret has been increased rather than diminished during the year by the numerous
and urgent calls for information in regard to available farm
lands in the State. Not only has the demand from this State

been incessant, but the calls from other States in the east,
in the middle west, and from the Pacific coast States have been
amazingly large. It is quite evident from these calls that the
relative status of agriculture in the west, in comparison with
the opportunities here in Massachusetts and New England,
is far below what it was some years ago. The fact that practically all of the free land of the west had been taken up several
years ago, and the further fact that land values are very excessive and irrigation must be practiced if satisfactory crops
are to be raised on some lands in the west, have caused the
people in those sections, and especially those who know the
conditions here in New England, to turn their attention back
to the east. Massachusetts is very shortsighted, indeed, if
she does not make an effort to meet this call for her agricultural
lands, as well as to supply the call for information for available
farms from within her own borders and from other States
close at hand. There are but few copies of the edition of 10,000
copies printed in 1911 left for distribution, and indeed it is
hardly suitable that this information should be distributed as
authoritative or up-to-date, as many of the farms have since
been sold, while the owners of others, upon ascertaining the
demand for such land, have decided not to dispose of their
farms. A new list of available farms should be compiled, and
the information in regard to the status of agriculture in the
Commonwealth, which former editions of this publication have
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contained, should he revised and brought up-to-date, in order

that the bulletin may continue to be as interesting and valuable
as possible. The demand for this bulletin has far
exceeded
that for any other publication of this Board. This demand
has been more universal than for any other publication, and
not a day goes by which does not bring a number of calls for
this bulletin. As the people of the State indirectly pay for
the various publications of this Board, as well as those of other
departments, it would seem fitting that we should print what
is most in demand by them, and if we are to do this your honorable body must most assuredly grant an appropriation for this
purpose. One of the recommendations of the Board is for an
appropriation of $3,000 to be devoted to gathering, preparing,
publishing and distributing this material.
The

Encouragement of Orcharding.

The committee on orcharding and fruit growing, in considering plans for the expenditure of the annual appropriation
of $5OO for this purpose, finally decided that the packing and
marketing of apples was the one feature which needed attention
more than any other. It was, therefore, decided to prepare an
exhibit, showing the various methods of packing fancy fruit
in boxes, and present this exhibit at a series of the fairs of
several of the agricultural societies. A schedule was prepared
and the exhibit was shown at fairs on the following dates and
at the places named:
Hoosac Valley Agricultural Society, at North Adams, August
30, 31 and September 2.
Highland Agricultural Society, at Middlefield, September 4
and 5.

Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society, at Charlemont, September 12 and 13.
Franklin County Agricultural Society, at Greenfield, September 18 and 19.
Spencer Agricultural Society, at Spencer, September 20 and

21.

Hillside Agricultural Society, at Cummington, September 24
and 25.

Worcester West Agricultural Society, at Barre, September
26 and 27.
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Eastern Hampden Agricultural Society, at Palmer, October
4 and 5.

At the present time the market package for apples in the
western part of the State is the barrel, almost universally, and
the object of this exhibit was to attract attention to the
superiority of the apple box in the marketing of choice varieties
of apples. It was felt that this undertaking was very successful
in that the interest manifested in the exhibit was very great,
and the public in general seemed very anxious to discuss the
matter with the one in charge of the exhibit, and to learn
everything possible in regard to this new method of marketing
fruit. It was also felt that this exhibit was of further benefit
to the several societies in the shape of an added educational
feature at the various fairs, and as such was fully appreciated.
Poultry

Premium

Bounty.

This bounty was disbursed to the incorporated poultry
associations, in accordance with the regulations governing this
fund. The full amount was awarded, and each society received
its proportionate share, based upon the amount paid out by
that society for the specified purposes. The following list shows
what societies received bounty and the amount to each:
Dalton Poultry, Pigeon and Pet Stock Association,
Eastern Massachusetts Poultry and Pigeon Association,
Holyoke Poultry and Pet Stock Association,
Milford Poultry Association,
New England Poultry Association,
Northern Berkshire Poultry Association,
Springfield Poultry Club,
Worcester Poultry Association,

.

....

Total,

.
.

$56 11

55 05
215 55
121 64
72 62
142 16
208 98
127 89
$l,OOO

00

In connection with this subject, it occurs to your secretary
that it would be advisable to establish a system of inspection
of these poultry exhibitions somewhat resembling the system
which is employed in the inspection of the annual fairs of the
various agricultural societies. I would call this to your attention, believing that it is a matter which could very practicably
and profitably be put into operation, thus not only bringing
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Board into a closer relationship, but
of encouragement and profit to the
that there was an active interest on
their welfare and progress.

Massachusetts

Agriculture.

The demand for these bulletins, which probably form the
most important series of publications of the Board, has again
shown a rapid growth, and it has been necessary to issue new
editions of three of the five bulletins. At the time of the last
annual report the supply of the second edition of Bulletin No. 2,
entitled “Orcharding,” was exhausted, and plans were under
way for the third edition. This was issued in May, 1912,
under the title, “Apple Growing,” as it was thought that this
subject more accurately described the contents of the bulletin.
An index was also compiled and added to this bulletin, it
being felt that this would add to the availability of the knowledge contained in the various articles. This feature will be
incorporated with all future editions of these bulletins. Several
articles contained in the second edition were dropped from this
issue and new material added to take their places and to further
strengthen the bulletin. This process will be continued with
each edition, thus keeping the bulletins strictly up to date.
Bulletin No. 1, entitled “Poultry Culture,” was also reprinted
this year, making the third edition of this popular publication.
The census figures contained in this bulletin were revised by
adding an appendix to the volume, giving the recent figures of
the 1910 federal census in regard to the industry. An index
was also added to this bulletin. Another feature was incorporated with this edition of Bulletin No. 1, which is an extremely
valuable one and which will form a part of other bulletins
in the future. This is a bibliography of other available literature
on the subjects treated in the bulletin, including bulletins
published by the different experiment stations and by the
government, and also a list of books upon the subjects which
are available and the prices of them. In December the second
edition, revised, of Bulletin No. 4, entitled “Small Fruits and
Berries,” was received from the printer. This also contains
an index and bibliography. All three of these bulletins are now
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experiencing an ever-increasing demand, indicating not only
the increased interest in agricultural topics, but also attesting
to the fact that the public is becoming more universally aware
of the fact that such literature is available. The unsolicited
expressions of commendation of these different publications
are very gratifying, and are increasing in proportion to the
greater demand. The supply of Bulletin No. 3, on “Grasses
and Forage Crops,” is now running low, and a new edition of
this bulletin will soon be necessary. This will be done, revising the material already in the publication and adding any
new material that is deemed timely and of value. It is proposed to issue a bulletin on dairying during the present winter
or spring, or as soon as sufficient material can be gathered
together for the purpose. Several other bulletins on different
subjects are badly needed and will be issued as fast as funds
and opportunity will permit.
Crop Reports.

The monthly crop reports were issued during the past year
from May to October, as usual. Several issues contained
articles and information of special and timely interest in addition
to the regular information. The special bulletins contained
in the different issues for the year were in order as follows:
“Pork making for Massachusetts farmers,” by Dr. Geo. M.
Twitched; “Irrigation in Massachusetts,” by Henry M.
Howard; “Silos and silage,” by H. 0. Daniels; “Ducks and
geese,” by John 11. Robinson; “Pruning the apple tree,” by
Dr. C. D. Jarvis; and “Some suggestions on barn building,”
by Prof. J. A. Foord. The editions for the different months
consisted of the following numbers: May, 7,900; June, 7,900;
July, 7,900; August, 7,900; September, 8,000; October, 8,200.
The largest previous edition was that for October, 1910, which
consisted of 7,300 copies. Considering the fact that the mailing
list for the Crop Report had not been revised for some years,
and also taking into consideration the fast increasing size of
the list, it was decided to revise it, and a plan for this purpose
was formulated in this office, the result of the execution of
which will be that the size of the list for 1913 will be considerably
smaller. This plan was carried into effect with the October
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edition, and

was such that every one who was really
interested
in the report could have it continued by simply filling out a
form and returning it to this office. The return of these notices
has been surprisingly large, considering the fact that the list
had not been revised for such a length of time, and some of the
voluntary remarks of commendation which accompanied the
returns were very complimentary to the report and very gratifying to the secretary. By this revision a considerable sum will
be saved to the Board in both the printing and in the distribution of the crop reports, but this will not be for long, as the
increased interest in things agricultural is especially manifest
in the larger number of calls for our various publications, and
especially for the Crop Report, as this is the only regular
mailing list which we maintain.

Publications.

The following publications were issued by this Board during
1912, and may be secured upon application to the office:
Number.

Pages.

of Massachusetts, 1911,

Agriculture

715

1

15,000

Crop Report No. 1

48

Crop Report

No. 2,

44

Crop Report

No. 3,

44

7,900

Crop Report

No. 4,

40

7,900

No. 5,

48

8,000

No. 6,

60

8,200

3,000

Crop Report
Crop Report

7,900

Massachusetts

Agriculture,

Bulletin No. 1,

172

Massachusetts

Agriculture,

Bulletin No. 2

180

3,500

Massachusetts

Agriculture,

Bulletin No. 4

157

3,000

8

25 '000

Leaflet No. 8

(reprint),

4

1,500

Nature Leaflet No. 15

(reprint),

8

1,500

Nature

Leaflet No. 22

(reprint),

8

2,500

Nature

Leaflet No. 23

(reprint),

8

2,600

Nature

Leaflet No. 24

(reprint),

8

2,500

Nature

Leaflet No. 25

(reprint),

8

2,500

20

1,500

Circular

Nature

No. 1

Beekeeping,
No. 5).

i

Some Essentials of (Apiary Inspection Bulletin

Including twenty-fourth annual report of the Massachusetts Agricultural Experiment

Station,

287

pages.
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Number.

Pages.

Home Garden, The,

12

.........

-3

000

Production of Sanitary Milk,

14

Soiling and Summer Silage,

16

500

Annual Report of State Inspector of Apiaries (Apiary Inspection
Bulletin No. 4).
Annual Report of State Nursery Inspector,

8

1,500

14

1,000

Annual Report of State Ornithologist

32

3,000

28

500

....

Annual Report of Chief of Cattle Bureau,

....

5,000

Directory of Agricultural Organizations,

28

100

Farmers’ Institute Pamphlet,

32

500

638

5,000

Special Report by State Ornithologist on Game Birds, Wild
Fowl and Shore Birds.

Legislative Appropriations.
1912.
Objects for

■

which appropriated.

T

Appropnation.

Traveling and necessary expenses of the Board,

.

.

,

Salaries of secretary and clerks,

§1,300

00

6,200 00

Travelingand necessary expenses of the secretary,

n

d

$1,304

01

5,990 00

.

.

500 00

456 75

.

.

1,600 00

1,599 04

Incidentaland contingent expenses, including printing extracts
from the trespass laws.
Dissemination of useful information in agriculture,
.

1,500 00

1,537 37

6,000 00

5,168 99

.

Lectures before the Board and extra clerical assistance,

.

Printing 15,000 copies “Agriculture of Massachusetts,”

.

.

Bounties to agricultural socieites,
Poultry premium bounties,
Encouragement of orcharding,

Exhibit at American Land and Irrigation Exposition,

.

.

6,000. 00

5,595 79

31,000 00

22,807 56

1,000 00

1,000 00

500 00

498 60

2,000 00

State’apiary inspection,

2,000 00

1,997 98

State

12,000 00

11,171 61

2,000 00

2,015 36

nursery

inspection

State Ornithologist, salary and

expenses,

Special exhibitions,

Work of the

Dairy Bureau, including salaries,

Extracts

....

from the Trespass

2,000 00

1,998 34

9,800 00

9,675 00

Laws.

As each year goes by and the public becomes more extensively aware of the fact that this Board has the cloth posters
containing extracts from the trespass laws for free distribution,
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the demand for these posters gradually increases, thus entailing not only a greater expense, but also demanding more and
more time on the part of the members of the office force. Each
post office in the State was again furnished a copy printed on
cardboard for posting in the office.
Conclusion.

With this, the sixtieth annual report of the State Board of
Agriculture, the present secretary brings to a close a decade’s
service in this capacity. The improvement of agriculture as a
whole, of social life in the country, of life in the farm home, of
farm methods and farm practice, during this period, has been
very marked, and, indeed, very gratifying, in view of the
efforts of this Board and other organizations toward this end.
I feel that the members of the Board are to be congratulated
in the amount of work which has been undertaken, and in the
res nits that have been attained. During the past ten years the
Board has led in numerous progressive movements. In addition
to the fact that the Board has for years had charge of the
regulation and promotion of the farmers institute work in the
State, which is, perhaps, the principal means of bringing to
the farmer the agricultural knowledge which is constantly
being made available, the Board was the leader in the introduction of field meetings for the demonstration of modern
methods in the various farm operations, it was the first orand
ganization to undertake orchard demonstration uork,
methods
it was foremost in promoting the adoption of modern
organizaThe
market.
of grading and packing choice apples for
protion of the New England Fruit Show, which has been
of
office
ductive of such wonderful results, was planned in the
for
its
the Board, and a large share of credit should be given
uas
also
Corn
Show
England
successful realization. The New
fathered by this Board. The co-operation of the Board in the
in
conducting of the better farming trains was of assistance
making tins enterprise the success it proved to be. Other
movements are now under way, which upon their successful
completion will doubtless result in like beneficial results to
other phases of our agriculture. The Board does not wish
to unjustly claim credit for the great progress in agriculture
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and in country life that has been made, yet I believe that the
Board is fairly entitled to a liberal share of credit for this
progress, in view of its unstinted labor and constant activity
toward this end.
It is of interest at this time to take a retrospective view of
the accomplishments of the Board since its inception and
organization, more than half a century ago. Through all these
sixty years the Board has continued its work along advanced
lines, but under the same laws which established it in 1852.
As we look back down the years, those who are familiar with
agricultural thought and activity will readily see that the
wisdom and foresight of those who were instrumental in framing the laws for the establishment of the Board have been fully
vindicated in its achievements and in the energy and enterprise which has been shown by the Board in the advancement
of every forward movement. During my own tenure of office,
I feel that substantial progress has been made in the agriculture
of Massachusetts, much of which can justly be attributed to
the efforts of this Board. As I relinquish the active duties of
the secretaryship I desire here to express the satisfaction and
pleasure which I have taken in the work and to call attention
to the fact that, in my opinion, this Board, as it is now organized, and as it is now conducted, is and must continue to
be the State Department of Agriculture. The closer a department can be brought into touch with those whose interest it
is designed to serve, the more efficient will be the service. No
organization could be devised whereby this Board could be
brought into closer contact with the farmers of the State
than the present arrangement, as the Board membership is
composed of delegates from the various incorporated agricultural societies. These members, leaders in thought and
progress in their respective societies and in their communities,
and distinctively representative of our farming population,
bring to the Board, and thus to the agriculture of the Commonwealth, the greatest enterprise, the fullest knowledge, the
largest wisdom and the sanest counsel that can be secured for
the basic industry of the
the advancement of agriculture,
nation. In conclusion, and in confirmation of my own expressed
views in regard to the efficiency of the present arrangement,
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I beg leave to quote from the inaugural address of the late
Governor William E. Russell, as follows:
The State Board of Agriculture is one of the oldest of our boards
important to our people and to our
Commonwealth. Its membership consists almost wholly of practical
men, thoroughly conversant and in touch with that great industry.
With their knowledge, experience and personal interest in agriculture,
they arc especially well fitted to deal with all matters and laws relating to it, and to act for the Commonwealth where she touches agriand represents an industry most

cultural interests.

Respectfully submitted,
J LEWIS ELLSWORTH

}

Secretary.

1913.]

HOUSE

Recommendations
Vote

of

No. 83.3.

for

Legislation.

the Board.

1. To provide for three years an annual appropriation of
$15,000 for the encouragement of dairying, by offering prizes
for the best-kept stables, the lowest bacteria counts and best
quality of milk; by demonstrations; by instruction by agents;

by literature; or otherwise.
2. To enact a law providing for an open season on pheasants,
and allowing farmers and certain other persons to destroy
pheasants found destroying or injuring cultivated crops.
By Vote

of the Board at its Annual Meeting.

3. To provide for an annual appropriation of $3,000 for

the encouragement of agriculture and practical home arts
among children and youths.
4. To change the date on or before which agricultural societies shall file their annual returns so that it will conform to
the fiscal year of the Commonwealth.
Recommendations of the Secretary.
5. To provide for a more general distribution of the bounty
to children and youths by amending chapter 260, Acts of 1912.
6. To provide for the collection, publication and distribution
of information in regard to farms for sale and the agricultural
resources, advantages and opportunities of the Commonwealth.
7. To provide for an appropriation for a deficiency in appropriation for publishing the special report on Game Birds, Wild
Fowl and Shore Birds.
Recommendation of the State Dairy Bureau.
8. That the annual appropriation for the use of the Bureau
be increased from $B,OOO to $lO,OOO.

