
HOUSE No. 962

Bill accompanying the petition of George C. Stearns for legisla-
tion relative to the removal by the State Board of Charity of persons
infected with diseases dangerous to the public health. Public Health,
January 13.

AN ACT
Relative to the removal by the State Board of Charity of

Persons infected with Diseases Dangerous to Public
Health.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of B-epresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Section fourteen of chapter eighty-five
2 of the Revised Laws is amended by striking out
3 the words “order the removal of the patient”, in the
4 ninth line, and inserting in place thereof the words :

5 remove the patient, —so as to read as follows:
6 Section 14. No city or town officer shall send to the
7 state hospital any person who is infected with small pox
8 or other disease dangerous to the public health, or,
9 except as provided in section ten any other sick person
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10 whose health would be endangered by removal; but all
11 such persons who are liable to be maintained by the
12 commonwealth shall be supported during their sickness
13 by the city or town in which they are taken sick, and
14 notice of such sickness shall be given in writing to the
15 state board of charity, which may examine the case, and,
16 if found expedient, remove the patient; but such notice
17 in the case of sick persons whose health would be en-
-18 dangered by such removal shall be signed by the over-
-19 seers of the poor or by a person appointed by them by
20 special vote, who -shall certify, after personal examina-
-21 tion, that in their or his opinion such removal at the
22 time of application for aid would endanger his health.
23 A city or town officer who knowingly violates the pro-
-24 visions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not
25 less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


