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Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor of the city of Pitts-
field for legislation to revise the charter of said city. Cities. Jan-
uary 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.

AN ACT
To revise the Charter of the City of Pittsfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follows:
Hants of the citv of Pittsfieh1 Section 1. The inha

2 shall continue to be a boi politic and corporate, under
the name of the city of Pittsfield, and as snch shall have.

4- exerci joy all the rights, immunities, power
.nd shall he subject to all the duties am5 and pri-v
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now pertaining t umbent upon saic

unicipal corporat pt so far as the same
if this act.

l citv

ified by the pr

The administration of all the fiscal, pru
and municipal affairs of said city, with the gov

nment thereof, shall be vested in one officer, to be called

Cl)e CommoiUucaltl) of Massachusetts.
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4 the mayor, and in one council to be called the board of
5 aldermen. The general management and control of the
6 public schools of said city shall be vested in a school
7 committee.

1 Section 3. The territory of the city shall continue
2 to be divided into seven wards, which shall retain their
3 present boundaries until the same shall be changed under
4 the general law relating thereto.

1 Section 4. The municipal election shall take place
2 annually on the first Tuesday of December, and the
3 municipal year shall begin on the first Monday of Janu-
-4 ary following. All meetings of the citizens for municipal
5 purposes shall be called by warrants issued by order of
6 the mayor and board of aldermen, which shall be in such
7 form and be served and returned in such manner and
8 at such times as the board of aldermen may by ordinance
9 direct.

1 Section 5. At such municipal election the quali-
-2 fled voters shall 2'ive in their votes by ballot in the

3 several wards for mayor, aldermen, school committee
4 assessors of taxes, city clerk, city treasurer, tax col-
-5 lector and city auditor, in accordance with the pro-
-6 visions of this act and the laws of the commonwealth;

7 and the person receiving the highest number of votes
8 for any office shall be deemed and declared to be elected
9 to such office. If it shall appear there is no choice for

10 mayor, or if the person elected mayor shall refuse to ac-
-11 cept the office, or shall die before qualifying, or, if a
12 vacancy in said office shall occur subsequently and more
13 than five months previous to the expiration of the munici-
-14 pal year, the board of aldermen shall forthwith cause
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15 warrants to be issued for a new election and the same
16 proceedings shall be had in all respects as hereinbefore
17 provided for the election of,mayor, and shall be repeated
18 until the election of a mayor is completed. In case such
19 vacancy in the office of mayor, except by removal, shall
20 occur within five months or less of the expiration of the
21 municipal year, the president of the board of aldermen
22 shall, under the style of acting mayor, exercise and per-
-23 form all the duties of the mayor and shall receive the
24 salary herein provided for the mayor, except that he shall
25 not, without the consent of the board of aldermen, make
26 any permanent appointment to or removal from office.
27 If the full number of members of the board of aldermen
28 has not been elected, or if a vacancy in the office of alder-
29 men shall occur subsequently and more than six mouths
30 previous to the expiration of the municipal year, the
31 board of aldermen shall forthwith cause warrants to be
B 2 issued for a new election or new elections in the ward
B 3 or wards in which an alderman shall not have been so
34 elected, or in which a vacancy in the office of aldermen
35 shall so have occurred; but if such vacancy shall at any
36 time occur less than six months before the expiration of
37 the municipal year, the aldermen may elect some person
38 or persons to fill such vacancy or vacancies.

1 Section 6. All meetings for the election of national
late, county and district officers shall be called by the

3 mayor and board of aldermen, in the same manner as
4 meetings for municipal elections are called.

1 Section" 7. The board of aldermen may, when no con-

-2 venient wardroom for holding the meeting of the citizens
3 of any ward can be had within the territorial limits of
4 such ward, appoint and direct, in the warrant for calling
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5 the meeting of such ward, that the meeting be held in
6 some convenient place within the limits of an adjacent
7 ward of the city; and for such purpose the place so as-
-8 signed shall he deemed and taken to be a part of the
9 ward for which the election is held.

1 Section 8. General meetings of the citizens qualified
2 to vote may from time to time be held according to the
3 rights secured to the people by the constitution of this
4 commonwealth, and such meetings may, and upon request
5 in writing of fifty qualified voters setting forth the pur-
-6 poses thereof shall be duly called by the mayor and board
7 of aldermen.

1 Section 9. The mayor shall be elected by the quali-
-2 tied voters of the entire city and shall hold office for the
3 municipal year beginning with the first Monday in Janu-
-4 ary next succeeding his election, and until his successor
5 is elected and qualified. He shall be the chief executive
6 officer of the city, and it shall be his duty to be active and
7 vigilant in causing the laws, ordinances and regulations
8 of the city to be enforced, and

t
to keep a general super-

-9 vision over the conduct of all subordinate officers. He
10 may suspend any officer, and may suspend any work or
11 payment whether on contract or otherwise for a period
12 not exceeding seven days but in such case (except in case
13 of his suspension of an officer removable by him as here-
-14 inafter provided) he shall report his action with his
15 reasons therefor to the board of aldermen, which shall
16 take immediate action thereon. He may call special
17 meetings of the board of aldermen, when in his opinion
18 the interests of the city require it, by causing notices to
19 be left at the usual place of residence of each member,
20 or causing such notices to be deposited in the post office,
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21 postpaid, directed to eacli member at his usual place of
22 business or of residence, at least one day previous to the
23 time appointed for such meeting. He shall from time
24 to time communicate to the board of aldermen such in-
-25 formation and recommend such measures as the interests
26 of the city may in his opinion require. Every ordinance,
27 order, resolution or vote of the board of aldermen, ex-
28 cept such as relates to its own internal affairs, to its of-
-29 ficers or employees, to the removal of the mayor or to
30 the declaration of a vacancy in the office of mayor, or to

31 the granting of licenses or franchises which it is em-
-32 powered to grant by the laws of the commonwealth, shall
33 be presented to the mayor for his approval, and like pro-
-34 ceedings shall be had thereon as are in such cases pro-
-35 vided by general laws relating to cities. He shall receive
36 a salary of twenty-five hundred dollars, which shall be
37 payable at stated periods, and shall receive no other
38 compensation for his services. The executive power of
39 said city generally, with all the powers heretofore vested
40 by special statute in the selectmen of the town of Pitts-
-41 field, and in the officers of the Pittsfield fire district, and
42 in the selectmen of towns generally by the laws of the
43 commonwealth shall, except as herein otherwise provided,
44 be vested in the mayor, and may be exercised by him
45 personally or through the several officers of the city in
46 their respective departments, under his supervision and
47 control.

1 Section 10. In case of the death, resignation or ab-

-2 sence from the city of the mayor, or of his inability from
other cause to perform the duties of his office, or, in caS'

4 of his removal under the provisions of section seventeen
hereof, until the election and qualification of his succes

6 sor the president of the board of aldermen shall, under
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Y the style of acting mayor, exercise the powers and perform
8 the duties of mayor, except that he shall not make any
9 permanent appointment or removal from office; nor shall

10 he, unless such disability of the mayor has continued at
11 least nine days, or unless the office of mayor has become
13 vacant, have power to approve or disapprove any ordi-
-13 nance, order, resolution or vote of the board of aldermen.

1 Section 11. Three aldermen shall be elected by and
2 from the qualified voters of each ward, and shall hold
3 office for one year from the first Monday of January next
4 succeeding his election. No person shall be eligible for
6 election as alderman who is not at the time of his election
6 a resident of the ward from which he is chosen, but a
Y subsequent removal to another ward of said city shall
8 not disqualify him from discharging the duties of his
9 office. Each alderman shall receive as compensation for

10 his services the sum of two hundred dollars per annum.
11 A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum for
13 the transaction of business.

1 Section 12. On the first Monday of January, at ten
2 o’clock in the forenoon, the mayor and aldermen elect
3 shall meet and shall be sworn to the faithful discharge
4 of the duties of their respective offices. The oath may be
5 administered by the city clerk or by any justice of the
6 peace, and a certificate of such oath having been taken
Y shall be entered on the journal of the board of aldermen.
8 The board of aldermen shall choose a president, who shall
9 preside at the meetings of the board, and in case of his

10 absence at any meeting, the board may choose a presi-
ll dent pro tempore. In case of the absence of the mayor
12 elect on the first Monday of January, or if , the mayor
13 shall not have been elected, the board of aldermen shall
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14 organize itself in. the manner hereinbefore provided and
15 may proceed to business, and the oath of office may at
16 any time thereafter he administered to the mayor and any
17 member of the board who has been previously absent or
18 has been subsequently elected, and every oath shall be
19 duly certified as aforesaid. The board shall keep a record
20 of its proceedings and be the judge of the election of its
21 members.

1 Section 13. The board of aldermen shall, so far as
2 not otherwise provided in this act, have and exercise all
3 the legislative powers of towns, and have all the powers
4 and be subject to all the liabilities of city councils and
5 of either branch thereof, under the general laws of the
6 commonwealth. The board shall appropriate annually
7 the amount necessary to meet the expenditures of the city
8 for the current municipal year, and such appropriations
9 shall not be increased except by a vote of two thirds of

10 the board voting by yeas and nays. It shall take care
11 that no money is paid from the treasury unless granted
12 or appropriated, and shall secure a just and proper ac-
-13 countability by requiring bonds with sufficient penalties
14 and sureties from all persons intrusted with the receipt,
15 custody or disbursement of money. It shall, as often
16 as once in each year, cause to be published for the use
17 of the inhabitants a particular account of the receipts
18 and expenditures of said city and a schedule of all city
19 property and of the city debt. Any appropriation made
20 by the board of aldermen for the erection of a city hall
21 or for land for a location for such building shall be sub-
-22 ject to ratification by the legal voters of the city, voting
23 in their respective wards or precincts, at an annual munic-
-24 ipal election. All sittings of the board shall be public.

Five members of the board may at any time, by written
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26 request filed with the city clerk, call a special meeting
27 of the board of aldermen, designating the day and hour
28 therefor; and the city clerk shall thereupon cause notices
29 of such special meeting to he issued and served in like
30 manner as is herein provided respecting special meetings
31 called by the mayor.

1 Section 14. In all cases in Avhich appointments are
2 directed by the general laws of the commonwealth to be
3 made by the mayor and aldermen the mayor shall have
4 the exclusive power of nomination, which nomination
5 shall be subject, however, to confirmation or rejection by
6 the board of aldermen. If a person so nominated be re-

-7 jected the mayor shall make another nomination within
8 ten days from the time of such rejection. Ho person
9 shall be eligible to appointment to any office of emolu-

-10 ment the salary of which is payable out of the city treas-
-11 ury, who at the time of such appointment is a member of
12 the board of aldermen.

1 Section 15. The board of aldermen shall have power
2 within said city to make and establish ordinances and by-
-3 laws and to affix thereto penalties as herein and by gen-
-4 eral law provided without the sanction of any court or

5 justice thereof. All fines and forfeitures for the breach
6 of any ordinance shall be paid into the city treasury.

7 Complaint for the breach of any ordinance may be made
8 by the mayor or any head of a department, or by any resi-
-9 dent of .the city. All existing ordinances of said city

10 not inconsistent with the provisions of this act are con-

-11 tinued in force until amended or repealed.

1 Section 16. The board of aldermen shall, with the

2 approval of the mayor, have exclusive authority and
3 power to order the laying out, locating anew or discon-
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4 tinning of, or making specific repairs in, all streets and
5 ways and all highways within the limits of said city, and
6 to assess the damages sustained thereby. Any person
7 aggrieved by any proceedings of the board under this
8 provision shall have all the rights and privileges now
9 allowed by law in appeals from the decision of selectmen

10 or road commissioners of towns.

1 Section 17. At any meeting of the board of alder-
-2 men it shall be in order for any member thereof to give
3 written notice, seconded in writing by a majority at least
4 of all members of the board, of his intention to move at

5 the next meeting thereof, occurring within not less than
6 ten days, a resolution that the mayor be removed for
7 official misconduct or neglect of duty. Such notice shall
8 specify as particularly as possible the acts of misconduct
9 or the instances of neglect of duty complained of, shall

10 be entered at large by the clerk in the minutes of the
11 aldermen, and the clerk shall within two days serve a
12 copy upon the mayor and mail a copy to each member
13 of the board of aldermen at his residence. At such next
14 meeting of the board, the mayor shall have the right to
15 speak in his own defence and to be represented by coun-
-16 sel. The vote on the resolution shall be by roll call. If
17 the resolution fails to receive the affirmative votes of five
18 members of the board it shall have no effect, and shall
19 not be reintroduced during that meeting. If it receives
20 the affirmative votes of five members of the board, it shall,
21 upon the recording of such vote, take effect, and the office
22 of mayor shall thereupon become vacant. The aldermen
23 shall thereupon order a warrant for a new election for
24 mayor to be issued, and such further proceedings shall
25 be had as are provided in section five of this act in ease
26 of a failure to elect a mavor.
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1 Section 18. The board o£ aldermen shall establish
2 by ordinance a police department, to consist of a chief

3 of police, and of such other police officers and constables
4 as the board may determine. The chief of police shall be
5 appointed by the mayor, and may be removed by him
6 at any time for such cause as he may deem sufficient.
Y The other members of the police department shall be ap-
-8 pointed by the mayor, and may at any time be removed
9 by him, after hearing, for any cause sufficient in his

10 opinion. The board of aldermen may require the chief
11 of police or any constable to give bonds, with such se-
-12 curity and to such amount as it may deem proper, for
13 the faithful discharge of the duties of his office. The
14 compensation of the chief of police and other police of-
-15 fleers shall be fixed by the board of aldermen. The
16 members of the police department of said city at the time
1Y this act takes effect shall, notwithstanding the passage
18 hereof, continue as such members unless removed as
19 herein provided.

1 Section 19. The board of aldermen shall establish
2 a fire department for said city, to consist of a chief en-
-3 gineer and of as many assistant engineers, enginemen,

4 hosemen, hook-and-ladder men and assistants as the
5 board by ordinance shall from time to time prescribe;
6 and said board shall have authority to define their duties,

Y and in general to make such regulations concerning the
8 pay, conduct and government of such department, the
9 management of fires and the conduct of persons attending

10 fires, as they may deem expedient, and may fix such
11 penalties for any violation of such regulations or any of
12 them as are provided for the breach of the ordinances of
13 said city. The chief of the fire department shall be ap-
-14 pointed by the mayor and may be removed by him at any
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15 time for such cause as he may deem sufficient. The other
16 members of the department shall also be appointed by the
17 mayor and may at any time be removed by him, after
18 hearing, for any cause sufficient in his opinion. The
19 eng;ineers so appointed shall be the firewards of the city,
20 but the mayor may appoint additional firewards. The
21 members of the fire department of said city at the time
22 this act takes effect shall, notwithstanding the passage
23 hereof, continue as such members unless removed as
24 herein provided.

1 Section 20. The board of aldermen shall have power
2 to establish fire limits within the city and from time to
3 time to change or enlarge the same; and by ordinance
4 may regulate the construction of all buildings erected
5 within said fire limits, stipulating their location, size and
6 the material of which they shall be constructed, together
7 with such other rules and regulations as shall tend to pre-
-8 vent damage by fire: provided, that such rules and regu-
-9 lations shall not be inconsistent with the laws of this

10 commonwealth.

1 Section 21. A city clerk shall be elected by the quali-
-2 fied voters of the city at the first annual election held
3 hereunder for a term of three years beginning with the
4 first Monday in January next succeeding such election
5 and until the election and qualification of his successor;
6 and at every third annual election thereafter the voters

of the city shall in like manner elect a city clerk for the
8 term of three years. Any vacancy in the office of city
9 clerk, caused by death, removal or resignation, shall be

10 filled for the residue of the current municipal year by
11 election on the part of the board of aldermen; and at
12 the annual municipal election next succeeding such va-
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13 caney the voters of the city shall elect a city clerk to
14 hold office for the remainder of the term of the city clerk
15 so vacating his office. The city clerk shall have charge of
16 all journals, records, papers and documents of the city,
17 sign all warrants issued by the mayor and aldermen, and
18 do such other acts in his said capacity as the board of al-
-19 dermen may require of him. He shall be the clerk of the
20 board of aldermen, and shall keep a journal of all its
21 votes and proceedings. He shall engross all the ordi-
-22 nances passed by the board in a book provided for that
23 purpose, and shall add proper indexes, which book shall
24 be deemed a public record of such ordinances. In case
25 of the temporary absence of the city clerk, the board of
26 aldermen may appoint a clerk pro tempore, who shall be
27 duly qualified. The compensation of the city clerk shall
28 be fixed by the board of aldermen.

1 Section' 22. At each annual municipal election held
2 hereunder the qualified voters of the city shall elect a
3 city treasurer and a city auditor, both of whom shall be
4 legal voters and who shall hold office respectively for the
6 term of one year from the first Monday in January next
6 following their election and until the election and quali-
-7 fication of their respective successors. Vacancies occur-
-8 ring in either of said offices may be filled by vote of the
9 board of aldermen until the next succeeding annual

10 municipal election. The compensation of each of said
11 officers shall be fixed by the board of aldermen.

1 Section 23. At the first annual municipal election
2 held hereunder the qualified voters of the city shall elect
3 three persons, each of whom shall be legal voters, to be
4 assessors of taxes for the respective terms of one, two and
5 three years from the first Monday in January next fol-
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6 lowing said election, and until the election and qualifi-
-7 cation of their several successors; and at each annual
8 municipal election thereafter the qualified voters of the
9 city shall elect one person to be assessor of taxes for a

10 term of three years from the first Monday in January
11 next following said election, and until the election and
12 qualification of his successor. Vacancies occurring at
13 any time in the office of assessors of taxes may he filled
14 by vote of the board of aldermen until the next succeed-
15 ing annual municipal election, when a successor shall be
16 elected for the unexpired term of the assessor so vacating
17 his office. The assessors shall annually elect one person
18 from each ward to be an assistant assessor for the ensu-
19 ing year, and may fill any vacancy occurring in the office
20 of assistant assessor for the unexpired term. The assist-
-21 ant assessors shall be sworn to the faithful performance
22 of their duties. It shall be their duty to furnish the as-
-23 sessors with all necessary information relative to persons
24 and property taxable in their respective wards. The
25 compensation of the assessors and assistant assessors shall
26 be fixed by the board of aldermen.

Section 24. The board of aldermen shall have the
2 power to remove at any time, by vote of not less than
3 fourteen of its members, and for such cause as it shall
4 deem sufficient, the city clerk, the city treasurer, the city
5 auditor, and any member or members of the board of as-
-6 sessors of taxes.

1 Section 25. The mayor shall appoint, and, for such
2 cause as may seem to him sufficient, may remove, a su-

-3 perintendent of poor, who shall, under the supervision
4 of the mayor and subject to his control, have and exercise
5 the powers and be subject to the responsibilities conferred
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6 and imposed upon overseers of the poor in towns by the
7 general laws of the commonwealth. Hi’s compensation
8 shall be fixed by the board of aldermen.

1 Section 26. The mayor shall appoint, and, for such
2 cause as may seem to him sufficient, may remove, three
3 persons, at least one of whom shall be a physician, to con-
-4 stitute a board of health for said city. The terms of office
5 of said members, unless they are sooner removed, shall
6 be for three years from the first Monday in January of
7 the year of their respective appointments. The first ap-
-8 pointment of said members under the provisions of this
9 act may be made for the terms of one year, two years,

10 and three years respectively. The compensation of the
11 members of the board of health shall be fixed by the board
12 of aldermen.

1 Section 27. The mayor shall appoint, and may at
2 any time remove for such cause as he shall deem sufficient
3 and shall assign in writing, a collector of taxes, a com-
-4 missioner of public works, a city solicitor, a city physi-
-5 cian, and a city engineer, each of whom shall, unless
6 sooner removed as herein provided, hold office for the
7 period of one year from the first Monday of January in
8 the year of his appointment. The compensation of each
9 of said officers shall be fixed by the board of aldermen.

1 Section 28. The commissioner of public works shall
2 have the direction, care and superintendence of the city
3 buildings and public grounds, except the school houses
4 and school grounds, which shall be under the control of
5 the school committee; of the construction, alteration and
6 repair of the highways, streets, sidewalks, common
7 sewers, main drains and bridges of the city; the care,
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8 superintendence and control of street lights and of the
9 location of such lights, unless the same shall by ordinance

10 he entrusted to some other officer or committee; the di-
-11 rection and control of the extensions, improvements and
12 maintenance of the water works and their appurtenances;
13 the supervision of the collection of water rates and the
14 determination of the same, under such schedule of rates
15 and regulations as the hoard of aldermen may from time
16 to time hy ordinance adopt; he shall have all the author-
-17 ity given hy general law to selectmen of towns relating
18 to shade and ornamental trees in public streets and ways,
19 unless such authority shall hy ordinance be given to some
20 other officer or committee. He shall in general, except
21 as otherwise herein provided, have exclusively the powers
22 and be subject to the duties, liabilities and penalties which
23 are or may by law be given to or imposed upon road com-
-24 missioners of towns. He shall perform such other duties,
25 not inconsistent with his office as the board of aldermen
26 may direct.

1 Section 29. Said commissioner shall have authority
2 to determine the width and material, including the curb-
-3 stone, of all sidewalks on the public streets and ways of
4 said city, having due reference to the established grades
5 of said streets and ways; and to construct, reconstruct
6 and repair such sidewalks, in accordance with such de-
-7 termination. Upon the completion of any sidewalk by
8 said commissioner, or upon the completion of the re-

-9 construction or repair of any sidewalk, he shall ascertain,
10 determine and certify the whole expense of such making,
11 reconstruction or repair, and shall cause a record thereof
12 to be made and deposited with the city clerk, and shall
13 assess the benefit thereby occasioned, but not in excess
14 of one half of the cost of the same, upon all lands espe
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15 dally benefited by such making, reconstruction or re-
-16 pair, whether such lands abut upon such sidewalks or
17 not. He shall have the authority given by law to the
18 selectmen or road commissioners of towns to adjudicate
19 upon the question of damages sustained by an owner of
20 land adjoining such sidewalk, by reason of the construc-
-21 tion, reconstruction or repair thereof.

1 Section 30. All assessments so made by said com-
-2 missioner shall constitute a lien on the real estate as-
-3 sessed, for two years from the time of the assessment, and
4 for one year after the final determination of any suit or
5 proceeding in which the amount or validity of such as-
-6 sessment shall be drawn in question. Every such assess-
-7 ment made by said commissioner shall be recorded in
8 books to be kept for that purpose, and a list thereof shall
9 be committed by said commissioner for collection to the

10 collector of taxes in said city. Said collector shall forth-
-11 with publish said list for three successive weeks in some
12 newspaper published in said city, and shall, on or before
13 the day of the last publication thereof, demand payment
14 of the same of the owner or occupant of the land assessed,
15 if known to him and within his precinct. If any such
16 assessment shall not be paid within three months from the
17 last publication of said list he shall levy the same, with
18 incidental costs and expenses, by sale of the land, such
19 sales to be conducted in the same manner as sales of land
20 for non-payment of taxes; and in making such sales
21 said collector, and said city and its officers, shall have all
22 the powers and privileges conferred by the general laws
23 of the commonwealth upon collectors of taxes, and upon
24 cities and towns and their officers, relating to sales of
25 land for the non-payment of taxes.
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1 Section' 31. Every assessment made by said commis-
3 sioner which is invalid by reason of any error or irregu-

3 larity in the assessment, and which has not been paid, or
4 which has been recovered back, or which has been en-
-5 forced by an invalid sale, may be reassessed by said com-
-6 missioner for the time being, to the just amount for
7 which and upon the estate upon which such assessment
8 ought at first to have been assessed; and the assessment
9 thus reassessed shall be payable, and shall be collected

10 and enforced, in the same manner as other assessments.

1 Sectiont 32. Said commissioner shall have authority
2 to lay, make, construct, reconstruct and maintain such
3 drains as may be necessary for the care and disposal of
4 surface or ground water accumulating in the streets, and
5 to lay such drains through any street or private lands;
6 and said city shall pay the owners of such lands such
7 damages as they may sustain by the laying or relaying
8 of said drains; and any person or corporation sustain-
-9 ing damages as aforesaid, who fails to agree with said

10 commissioner as to the amount of damages sustained,
11 may have the damages assessed and determined in the
12 manner provided by law when land is taken for the lay-
-13 ing out of highways.

1 Section 33. The commissioner of public works shall
2 have all the powers and be subject to all the duties which
3 were given to and imposed upon the commissioners of
4 sewers by the provisions of chapter three hundred and
5 fifty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
6 ninety and of chapter three hundred and thirty of the
7 acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three. He
8 shall in general, except as otherwise herein provided,
9 have the powers and be subject to the duties hitherto
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10 vested in and imposed upon the board of public works of
11 said city.

1 Section 34. The city engineer shall give his entire
2 time to the service of the city, and shall, under the
3 supervision and control of the commissioner of public
4 works, attend to all the engineering work of the city. He
5 shall, at the request of the commissioner, prepare plans
6 and estimates for any proposed construction of or altera-
-7 tion in sewers, drains, streets, sidewalks, water works
8 and other public works. He shall assist the city solicitor
9 in defending the city against claims, actions, and other

10 proceedings brought against it, and shall perform such
11 other duties, not inconsistent herewith, as the board of
12 aldermen may from time to time prescribe.

1 Section 35. The school committee shall consist of
2 the mayor, ex officio, who shall be chairman of the board,
3 and of seven other persons, inhabitants of said city, of
4 whom one shall be elected by ballot from each ward by
5 the qualified voters in said ward, and shall hold office
6 for the term of one year beginning with the first Monday
7 in January next succeeding his election. Any vacancy
8 occurring in said committee may be filled by ballot for
9 the remainder of the municipal year by the joint ballot

10 of the board of aldermen and school committee in con-

11 vention. The members of the committee shall serve with-
-12 out compensation. Said committee shall annually elect
13 one of their number as chairman, to serve in the absence
14 of the mayor. Said committee shall annually appoint a
15 secretary, one of their number, who shall be under their
16 direction and control, and shall annually appoint, but
17 not of their own number, a superintendent of schools.
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IS The committee shall fix the salaries of such secretary and
19 superintendent and may remove them for sufficient cause.

1 Section 36. No person shall be eligible to any of
2 the offices established or provided for by this act, except
3 the superintendent of schools, the chief of police, the chief
4 of the fire department, the commissioner of public works,
5 and the city engineer, unless, at the time of his election
6 or appointment, he shall have been a resident of the city
7 for at least two years. Every officer of the city, except
8 the mavor, shall at the request of the board of aldermen
9 appear before said board and give such information as

10 may be required in relation to the affairs of his office
11 or department and to his discharge of the duties thereof.
12 The board of aldermen may, after hearing, remove any
13 officer who shall wilfully fail to comply with such re-
-14 quest.

1 Section 37. No sum appropriated for a specific pur-
-2 pose shall be expended for any other purpose, and no
3 expenditure shall be made and no liability incurred by or
4 in behalf of the city until the board of aldermen has duly
5 voted an appropriation sufficient to meet such expendi-

6 ture or liability, together with all prior liabilities which
7 are payable therefrom, except that after the expiration
8 of the financial year and before the making of the regular
9 annual appropriations liabilities payable out of a regular

10 annropriation may be incurred to an amount not exceed-
ing one fourth of the total of the appropriation made for

lar purposes in the preceding year. Any officer or

13 board violating the provisions of this section may be re-
-14 moved therefor by the mayor, or, after hearing by the
15 board of aldermen
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1 Section 38. Whenever mechanical or other work is
2 to be done, or supplies are required for the city, at an
3 estimated cost amounting to five hundred dollars or more,
4 the board, committee or officer having the matter in
5 charge shall invite proposals therefor by advertisements
6 in at least two newspapers published in said city, such
7 advertisements to state the time and place for opening
8 the proposals in answer to said advertisements, and re-
-9 serving the right to said board, committee or officer to

10 reject any or all proposals. Every proposal for doing
11 such work or making such sale shall be accompanied by a
12 suitable bond, or certificate of deposit, for the faithful
13 performance of such proposal, and all such proposals shall
14 be kept by the officer or board inviting the same, and shall
15 be open to public inspection after said proposals have
16 been accepted or rejected.

1 Section 39. All contracts made by any board, com-
2 mittee or officer of the city shall, when the amount in-
-3 volved is five hundred dollars or more, be in writing, and
4 no such contract shall be deemed to have been made or

5 executed until the approval of the mayor is affixed
6 thereto. All such contracts shall be accompanied by a
7 bond with securities satisfactory to the officer or com-
-8 mittee having the matter in charge, or a deposit of money
9 or other security for the faithful performance of such

10 contracts; and such bonds or other security shall be de-
ll posited with the city auditor until the contract has been
12 carried out in all respects; and no such contract shall be
13 altered except by a written agreement of the contractor,
14 the sureties on his or their bond, and the officer, board
15 or committee making the contract, with the approval of
16 the mayor affixed thereto.
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1 Section 40. All general laws in force in the city of
2 Pittsfield, and all special laws heretofore passed with
3 reference to said city and to the town of Pittsfield and
4 in force in said city at the time of the passage of this
5 act shall, until altered, amended or repealed, continue
6 in force in the city of Pittsfield, so far as the same are
7 not inconsistent herewith.

2 cerning the fire district in the town of Pittsfield and in
3 force in said city at the time of the passage of this act
4 shall, so far as the same are not inconsistent herewith,
5 he and continue in force in the city of Pittsfield until
6 altered, amended or repealed.

1 Section 42. The property formerly belonging to the
2 fire district in the town of Pittsfield, heretofore vested
3 in said city, shall continue to be the property of the city
4 of Pittsfield, and said city shall continue to assume and
5 discharge the former powers, privileges and duties of
6 said fire district, and shall continue liable for its exist-
-7 ing debts and legal contracts; provided, that the said
8 fire district shall, as to its creditors, continue liable to
9 pay all its existing debts and to perform all its legal con-

-10 tracts.

1 Section 43. The provisions of this act so far as they
2 are the same as those of chapter three hundred and two
3 of the vear eighteen hundred and ninety-five shall he con-
4 strued as a continuance of the provisions of said chapter

nd the provisions of said chapter not contained herein
6 and of chapter two hundred and seventeen of the acts
7 of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one, and all acts

1 Section 41. All special laws heretofore passed con-

acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby re-
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9 pealed: provided, that such repeal shall not revive any
10 act done, liahility incurred, or any right accruing or
11 accrued, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any
12 suit, proceeding or prosecution pending at the time said
13 repeal takes effect. All persons holding office in said city
14 shall, notwithstanding the passage of this act, continue to
15 hold office, unless sooner resigning or removed, until the
16 beginning of the municipal year next following the ac-
-17 ceptance of this act except as otherwise provided in this
18 act, or as may be inconsistent herewith.

1 Section 44. The mayor and aldermen of said city
2 may call a meeting for the purpose of submitting the
3 question of the acceptance of this act to the qualified
4 voters of said city at any time after the passage hereof
5 except in the months of [November and December. The
6 vote shall be taken by ballot in answer to the question:
7 “ Shall an act passed by the general court in the year
8 nineteen hundred and ten, entitled ‘ An Act to revise the
9 Charter of the City of Pittsfield ’ be accepted ? ” which

10 shall be printed on the official ballots. Except in so far
11 as the same may be inconsistent with the provisions of
12 this section, all general laws governing and applicable to
13 a special election of a city officer shall govern and apply
14 to the special election at which this act shall he submitted
15 as aforesaid.

1 Section 45. So much of this act as authorizes its sub-
2 mission to the qualified voters of said city shall take effect
3 upon its passage, but it shall not take further effect un-
-4 less accepted by a majority of the voters voting thereon
sas herein prescribed. If so accepted, the provisions
6 hereof relating to annual municipal elections shall apply
7 to the next annual municipal election thereafter held.


