
HOUSE No. 1846

Commission on Economy and Efficiency.
Room 110 State House, Boston, Jan. 31, 1913

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
Assembled,

The Commission on Economy and Efficiency, in accordance
with Chapter 719 of the Acts of the year 1912, hereby respect-
fully submits the result of an examination of the State Forester’s
expenses for the past year and requests for appropriations for
the year ending November 30, 1913. This includes an exam-
ination of the proposed expenditures embodied in special bills
now before the Legislature, not submitted to the Auditor of
the Commonwealth, and therefore, not appearing in his report
to this Commission. We recommend the following:

$5,000 00Salaries
For general expenses, $16,000; nursery work, $4,000 (an

increase over last year of $4,000 to be spent in nur-
sery -work), 20,000 00

10,000 00For purchasing forest lands (same as last year
For protection against forest 'fires (an increase of $5,000

as outlined below), 5,000 00
For prevention of forest fires, $lO,OOO (same as last year)

plus $lO,OOO miscellaneous (same as last year), 20,000 00

The last item of $20,000.00 may be divided into $10,000.00
for the prevention of forest fires, and $10,000.00 styled in the
Auditor’s report last year as “Miscellaneous Expenses”.

We recommend the item of $125,000.00, which added to the
approximate sum of $45,000.00 balance left from the year 1912

Suppression of Gypsy and Brown Tail Moths, $2^5,000.00.

Cfte Commontocaltf) of
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for gypsy and brown tail moth suppression, plus the appro-
priation of $75,000.00 made in 1912 for the year 1913, makes
a grand total appropriation of $245,000.00 for the gypsy and
brown tail moth suppression, to be expended by the State
Forester for the year beginning December 1, 1912, and ending
December 1, 1913. We believe this sum of $245,000.00 is
necessary and sufficient and recommend it.

We respectfully urge the passage of House Bill No. 166, but
so worded that the $75,000.00 therein mentioned shall apply
for the use of the State Forester during the fiscal year beginning
December 1, 1913, and ending November 30, 1914.

We respectfully beg to call to the attention of your Honorable
Bodies that House Bill No. 160 proposes to amend the present
law so that the annual appropriation of $10,000.00 now spent
for reforestation would be increased by $40,000.00 up to $50,-
000.00. We note that your Honorable Committee on Agricul-
ture has recommended an increase of only $10,000.00, instead
of $40,000.00, advising a total expenditure of $20,000.00 for
this purpose.

We do not advise any increase for this work at this time,
and respectfully submit that, in view of the tremendous under-
takings to which the State is already obligated by previous
legislation, there is a great necessity for retrenchment.

This bill requests $10,000.00 to be paid to towns in the
Commonwealth as one-half remuneration for putting out
forest fires. Until all of the towns in the Commonwealth have
availed themselves of the present law to equip themselves
with apparatus for putting out forest fires, and receive a re-
imbursement of one-half of the cost of such apparatus from
the State, we do not believe that this request for .£10,000.00
embodied in House Bill No. 159 should be granted.

There are one hundred and seventy-two towns in the Com-
monwealth with a valuation of $1,500,000.00 or less which

House Bill No. 166.

House BUI No. 160.

House Bill No. 159.
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come under the provisions of this reimbursement law, seventy-
nine of these towns having already been reimbursed for forest
fire equipment. The following towns will shortly be reimbursed
by the State one-half the cost of equipment purchased in the
year 1912, but up to the present time these towns have not
forwarded their itemized bills to the Forester’s Department:
Ashfield, Cheshire, East Longmeadow, Goshen, Granville,
Mendon, Norfolk, Paxton, Russell, Salisbury, Warwick and
Westhampton. These towns should report at once.

We are informed by the State Forester that the following
towns have sufficient equipment for handling their forest fires,
such equipment being purchased before the reimbursement
law was enacted: Ashburnham, Conway, Cummington, Dana,
Dunstable, Hardwick, Hubbardston, Lakeville, Medway, Millis,
New Salem, Plympton, Rochester, Seekonk, Sunderland, Tops-
field, Townsend, West Boylston, West Brookfield and West
Stockbridge.

There are also thirty towns which have a meagre fire equip-
ment, which may or may not be considered sufficient. There
are seven towns which have not heeded the request of the
State Forester to make report, leaving twenty-four towns out
of the one hundred and seventy-two towns coming under the
provisions of the Act that have practically no equipment what-
ever for handling forest fires.

The present appropriation of $5,000.00 for the reimburse-
ment of these towns clearly is ample; but until all towns have
thus equipped themselves we cannot advise that a premium
be placed on forest fires in towns, such premium to be paid
one-half by the State, and we believe there is adequate law to
stimulate the citizens of each town to extinguish forest fires
and be reimbursed by each town at present.

We also find that last year the loss from forest fires was
about $80,000.00, which is about one-third the annual loss of
several previous years, due to the excellent system of the State
Forester now being perfected, establishing look-out towers in
well located zones throughout the Commonwealth. Therefore,
until such time as all towns are equipped with fire fighting
apparatus, and until the present plans of the Forestry Depart-
ment are fulfilled, we see no reason why the State should start
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on a new policy of reimbursing one-half the cost of labor for
extinguishing local fires, especially as each town may now pay
their citizens in full.

We believe that the State of Massachusetts is far ahead of
other states in its present methods and system of extinguishing
forest fires. If, however, each town would take more care and
greater pride in assisting the various fire wardens, the forest
fires in the Commonwealth would in a few years be reduced to
a very nominal number, and a comparatively slight monetary
loss would ensue.

We append hereto Chapter 398 of the Acts of the year 1910,
which provides assistance for towns under a certain valuation
in purchasing equipment for the prevention of forest fires.

Respectfully submitted

NORMAN H. WHITE, Chairman.
FRANCIS X. TYRRELL.
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[Acts, 1910, Chapter 398.]

An Act relative to Protection against Forest Fires.
Be it enacted, etc., as jallows:

Section 1 . Every town in the commonwealth with a valua-
tion of one million five hundred thousand dollars or less which
appropriates and expends money, with the approval of the
state forester, for apparatus to be used in preventing or ex-
tinguishing forest fires or for making protective belts or zones
as a defence against forest fires, shall be entitled, upon the
recommendation of the state forester, approved by the gov-
ernor, to receive from the treasury of the commonwealth a
sum equal to one-half of the said expenditure, but no town
shall receive more than two hundred and fifty dollars.

Section 2. A sum not exceeding five thousand dollars in
any one year may be expended in carrying out the provisions
of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage
Approved April 13, 1910.

APPENDIX.




