
HOUSE No. 1862

Boston, Mass., Jan. 16, 1913,

To the General Court of Massachusetts
I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the

Board designated under the provisions of Chapter 348 of the
Acts of the year 1912 entitled, “An Act relative to the con-
struction of sewerage works within the watershed of the Charles
River Basin by the city of Boston.”

Respectfully submitted,

Secretary

Cfje Commontoealti) of fipassadjosetts.

X. H. GOODNOUGH,
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REPORT UPON THE APPROVAL OF PLANS OF SEWER-
AGE WORKS WITHIN THE WATERSHED OF THE
CHARLES RIVER BASIN IN THE CITY OF BOSTON.

During the year ended Nov. 30, 1912, 206 plans were pre-
sented for the consideration of the Board, including 12 plans
which awaited action at the beginning of the year. Of these,
191 were approved, one was not approved and 14 remained
for consideration at the end of the year. Of the plans ap-
proved, 51 were for sanitary sewers; 53 for surface drains;
64 for both sanitary sewers and surface drains. Of the plans
presented, 21 provided for catch-basins only.

During the year 1912 the most important work done in the
construction of the main surface water drains was the exten-
sion of the Commissioners’ Channel, so called, of Stony Brook
from Morton Street through Forest Hills Square and beneath
the Providence Division of the New York, New Haven & Hart-
ford Railroad and Washington Street to the open channel of
the brook lying between Washington Street and the Dedham
Branch of the New York, New Plaven & Hartford Railroad.

The West Roxbury low level sewer, which has been con-
structed in connection with the Stony Brook conduit, was
diverted from the conduit at the point where it crosses be-
neath Washington Street above Forest Plills, and this sewer is
now being extended through Washington Street to provide for
the sewerage of the districts in the valley of the brook which
are too low to be served by the high level system.

The main channel of Stony Brook above Forest Hills is an
open stream which rises in the Stony Brook Reservation and
traversed, until recently, a rather sparsely settled district.
The valleys of some of its tributaries especially the Roslin-
dale Branch, draining Roslindale and West Roxbury, and the
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valley of the Canterbury Branch, draining parts of Dorchester —-

have become thickly populated, and conduits have been con-
structed to replace the channels of parts of these and other
tributaries. At the present time the population in the valley
of the main stream is increasing very rapidly, and it is prob-
able that extensions to the covered channel of the main stream
above Forest Hills will be required at a much earlier date than
was formerly expected.

Good progress has been made during the year in the separa-
tion of the sewage from the storm water in Dorchester and
Roxbury, and a beginning has been made upon separation in
the Back Bay District. Plans were made toward the end of
the year for main drains to provide for separation in a large
area north of Franklin Park and east of Washington Street, in
a large part of which separate channels for sewage and storm
water have already been constructed in past years, but the
advantages of which are not available through lack of a proper
outlet for the storm water drains.

The provisions of Chapter 485 of the Acts of the year 1907
required that the city of Boston should in the year 1907 expend
8100,000, and in each succeeding year for the next five years
expend one-twentieth of one per cent, of its taxable valuation
in the construction of works for the separation of the sewage
from the storm water within the watershed areas tributary to
Charles River Basin above the Charles River Dam between
Boston and Cambridge.

Under that Act a great improvement has been effected in
the sewerage works of the Stony Brook valley and other areas
tributary to the Charles River above the dam, especially in the
construction of large drains, including a new conduit to re-
place the old channel of Stony Brook in Roxbury an ancient
and dilapidated drain which evidently received much sewage
through unknown connections and which contributed a large
amount of pollution to the Charles River Basin.

In the year 1911 the amount of money to be raised and
expended by the city of Boston under the provisions of the
Act was limited to $400,000 for the years 1911 and 1912.

In 1912, the requirements of the Acts of 1907 and 1911 hav-
ing nearly expired, a new Act was passed upon the petition of
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the city of Boston to provide for the continuation of this work.
The new Act (Chapter 348 of the Acts of the year 1912)requires
the expenditure of $400,000 in the year 1913 and an equal
sum in each of the next four years “in the construction of
sewerage works for the separation of the sewage from the
surface or storm water, or other waters as defined by chapter
three hundred and eighty-three of the acts of the year nineteen
hundred and three, within the watershed of Stony Brook, or
other watershed areas tributary to the Charles river basin
above the Charles river dam between Boston and Cambridge.”

The great conduits which are to form the main surface water
drains in these areas have already been largely completed, and
the sum appropriated for separation within the next few years
is a reasonable one.


