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House of Representatives

The joint committee on Rules, to whom was referred the
order directing said committee to investigate the charges made
by the Honorable John J. McDevitt, a member of the Senate,
to the effect that a member of the House of Representatives
offered him a bribe as an inducement to vote in favor of a
certain measure then pending in the General Court, submit
the following statement:

The basis of the bribery charges were statements made by
Senator McDevitt at Quincy in a public address on Feb. 26,
1913, as reported in an issue of the “Boston Journal” on Thurs-
day, Feb. 27, 1913, alleging-in substance that he had been
offered a bribe of $3OO by “a representative from Boston.”

committee invited Senator McDevitt to appear before
it on the afternoon of Feb. 27, 1913, and to furnish it with
any information in his possession or knowledge concerning
aid charges and report. He accepted the invitation, and
ppearing before the committee he submitted the following

written statement:
“After consultation with Senator Mack in this matter, I

desire to make the following statement: The statements I made
at Quincy last night as has been reported, were practically
true so far as they were then within my knowledge; but on
further investigation I find that the person who spoke to me
as he did had no authority to do so or to offer any bribe to
any member of the Legislature.”
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McDevitt said in substance, supplementing his written state-
ment, that he did not know the man who had approached
him, that he had never seen the man prior to the time he was
approached, that he did not know his name, that he assumed
at the time that he was a representative because he had no
hat on, but that he had since learned that he was not a member
of the Legislature, that he would not be able to recognize the
man again, and that he had no recollection whatever con-
cerning the measure on which he had been approached.

At the conclusion of Senator McDevitt’s statements on
Feb. 27, 1913, your committee unanimously voted that an
order for an investigation of the alleged bribery charges be
presented to the Legislature. The following day the order on
which this report is made was introduced, and on the same dav
counsel for Senator McDevitt suggested to the chairman of
your committee that Senator McDevitt desired to make a
further statement to the committee. A meeting, therefore, was
held Monday, March 3, at 12.30 p.m., and Senator McDevitt
accompanied by counsel appeared before the committee and

stated in substance that he repudiated his written statement
to the committee of February 27. He then stated that he
rad been approached in the Senate corridor by Representative
John 11. Buckley of Boston, wh
and that Representative Buckl
particular measure, said, “Then

jm he had not known before,
;y, calling his attention to a
is three hundred in it for you

if you will be with this bill.” Senator McDevitt said that he
replied, “Nothing like that,” and went his way, and gave the
matter no further consideration. He said that he did not con-
sider that he had been offered a bribe.

LTpon being questioned, Senator McDevitt admitted that he
had known Representative Buckley for some time, that he had
joined with Representative Buckley in a petition filed in the
Legislatm-e, that he had been to the Boston Penal Commis-
sioners with Representative Buckley, and in many other ways
contradicted or repudiated his previous statements to the
committee.

Representative John H. Buckley appeared before the com-
mittee and said in substance, “I deny absolutely that I ever

In response to interrogatories by the committee, Senator
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offered $3OO to McDevitt or that the words ever passed my
lips. He knows me better than any other man in the Legis-
lature. I don’t know why he should single me out for this.
I never offered McDevitt any sum of money for anything. I
never offered him a cent.”

The issue as to the truth was clearly drawn between the
accusation of Senator McDevitt and the denial of Representa-
tive Buckley, and in the absence of other evidence your com-
mittee has reached the conclusion that the statements of
Senator McDevitt were so vague, so conflicting, so absolutely
contradictory, and inconsistent, as to make all that he has
said seem to be without foundation in fact, and unworthy of
any further consideration. Your committee is compelled to
conclude that the statements of Senator McDevitt both on the
public platform at Quincy and before the committee, were
untrue.

The committee therefore recommend that the order be not
adopted.

For the committee

THOMAS W. WHITE




