
HOUSE No. 2153

Commission on Economy and Efficiency,
Room 110, State House, Boston, Mar. 14, 1913.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
1ssemblt

Gentlemen: The Commission on Economy and Efficiency,
in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 719 of the Acts of
the year 1912, hereby respectfully submits the following report
with the accompanying bill:

We find there is at the present time inadequate and insuf-
ficient supervision and examination by theState Board of Educa-
tion of the educational institutions in the Commonwealth which
receive financial aid from the treasury of the Commonwealth in
the shape of annual grants or otherwise.

It is our belief that the State should have at least annual
reports carefully prepared by the State Board of Education or
its agents concerning the administration or methods and costs
of all such educational activities. The Board of Education
should be empowered to make an examination of all the educa-
tional institutions in the State which receive State aid; and
should make special recommendations concerning educational
policies, costs, expenditures, equipment and supplies, repairs,
maintenance, administration, plans, buildings, etc., where State
money is involved.

Such examination and report by the State Board of Educa-
tion would be of inestimable value, not alone to the State as a
whole, but to the institutions and their trustees as well, and
would provide accurate and definite information which is es-
sential for the legislature to possess in order to clearly under-
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stand the intricate needs, problems and necessities in educa
tional matters.

In this connection we recommend the employment of an
agent, charged with the duty of keeping in touch with all
educational institutions which receive State aid, in accordance
■with the accompanying draft of the Act respectfully submitted
as a basis of legislation.

We cannot too forcibly emphasize our belief that large sums
of money will be saved each year, and that educational matters
in the Commonwealth will be greatly benefited by the passage
of this Act or one similar thereto.

Respectfully submitted,

COMMISSION ON ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY

NORMAN FI. WHITE
Chairman,

FRANCIS X. TYRRELL,
JOHN E. WHITE.
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AN ACT
Relative to all Educational Institutions which receive Financial

Aid from the Treasury of the Commonwealth in the Shape of
Annual Grants or otherwise.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The board of education is hereby authorized
2 and directed to make annually to the general court, and at
3 such other time as it may deem necessary, a report relative
4 to all educational institutions which receive financial aid
5 from the treasury of the commonwealth in the shape of
6 annual grants or otherwise. Such reports shall contain
7 expressions of opinion and recommendations by the board
8 of education as to the necessity and desirability of any
9 special and general appropriation requested from the gen-

10 eral court for the use of such institutions; and shall also
11 contain such other facts and recommendations as the
12 board of education may deem advisable and fitting, with
13 a view to develop and promote general educational policie
14 and efficiency and economy in expenditures pertaining to
15 the various types of education aided by the commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.
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1 Section 2. In order that the board of education may
2 make proper examinations and prepare reports, said board
3 or its agents are hereby authorized and directed to inspect
4 and examine from time to time the institutions mentioned
5 in section one of this act, and shall secure from these in-
-6 stitutions such information as is deemed necessary, by ex-
-7 amination of courses of study, methods of purchase, sup-
-8 plies, plans, books, papers, accounts, buildings, land, etc.,
9 and any and all other matters which the state board of

10 education, its agent or agents, may deem advisable.

1 Section 3. To assist the board of education in carrying
2 out the provisions of this act, it may employ such person
3 or persons as it may deem necessary and expedient, and for
4 this purpose may expend a sum not exceeding five thousand
5 dollars per annum.

1 Section 4. All reports rendered in accordance with this

2 act shall be submitted to the governor and council, the leg-
-3 islature, the commission on economy and efficiency, and to

4 each institution upon which report is made.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage


