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Executive Department, Boston, Mar. 27, 1913,

To the Honorable Senate and Hous of Representative.
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foreigners.

It appears to be of the utmo
take steps toward the education
in order that they may underst

st importance that we should
of our immigrant population
and the ideals and conditions

of American life. The assimilation of our foreign popula-
tion cannot proceed effectively unless they are brought into
sympathy with, and given an understanding of, the aims and
purposes of our democracy.

There have been many illustrations of the dangers which
confront us through an increasing alien population that is
out of harmony with our society and that follows blindly the
lead of ignorant and vicious agitators. For the protection
of society, and particularly for the protection of our laboring
population, including the foreigners themselves, we must not
omit any reasonable measure for the proper education and
training of the foreigner who makes his home in Massachu-
setts.

I need not dwell upon the obvious gravity of the situation,
nor do I consider the present measure in itself sufficient to
meet all the requirements of the situation; but I earnestly
request of the Legislature that it accord to the Free Public
Library the very moderate extension which it now seeks.

EUGENE N. FOSS.

Cftc Commontaealtf) of Massachusetts.



GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. [Alar.)

Board of Free Public Library Commissioners,
State House, Boston, Mass., Mar. 25, 1913.

His Excellency, Eugene N. Foss, Governor of the Commonwealth
State House, Boston, Ma.

Dear Me. Foss : I beg to submit herewith recommenda-
tions from the Free Public Library Commission of Massa-
chusetts in reference to library work with foreigners. Ac-
companying the recommendations is a draft of “ An Act to
provide for the appointment of a foreign agent or secretary
by the Board of Free Public Library Commissioners, and
for expenses connected therewith.”

The opportunity to extend the usefulness of the Commis-
sion in this direction is so apparent that we trust you may
see your way to recommending to the Legislature that a field
secretary, with appropriate expenses, be authorized.

Respectfully your

CHARLES F. D. BELDEH
Chairman

Since last Fall the Free Public Library Commission has
been interested in aiding libraries in work with foreigners,
both by providing books and by organized efforts to intro-
duce the library to the foreign-speaking population. Under
authority of law the activities of the Commission in giving
direct aid is limited especially to those towns whose valua-
ton is under $600,000. The efforts so far made by the
Commission relating to library work with foreigners have
been received with so much enthusiasm, and so many requests
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have come from the larger towns and cities, that the Com-
mission feels that it should receive authority and means
whereby immediate attention can be given to this important
work in all sections of the Commonwealth.

The Free Public Library Commission, therefore, recom-
mends the employment of a special field agent or secretary
who can study the problems involved, select the books, co-
operate with existing associations, and visit the local foreign
societies in different towns and interest the librarians, trus-
tees, teachers, and others in the furtherance of their activi-
ties with the foreign population.

Libraries are recognized as wholly non-political and nor
sectarian, and therefore have a special opportunity to wel-
come new-comers to this country and interest them in all
that pertains to good citizenship.

Provision should also be made for occasional assistant
from competent representatives
races in different localities for
for other incidental expenses.

of the non-English speaking
lectures, addresses, etc., and

CHARLES F. I). BELDEX
Chair



GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. [Mar. 19134

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Foreign Agent or

Secretary by the Board of Free Public Library Commis-
sioners and for Expenses connected therewith.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The board of free public library commis-
-2 sioners shall appoint a foreign agent or secretary, with
3 the consent of the governor, at a salary to be approved
4 by the governor and council, for a period not exceeding
5 five years. The said agent may at any time be removed
6 from office by a majority vote of the board. In case of
7 a vacancy, temporary substitutes may be engaged on
8 terms and conditions approved by the governor

1 Section 2. A sum not exceeding five hundred dollars
2 shall be appropriated annually by the commonwealth to
3 meet the expenses connected with the work of the foreign
4 agent or secretary.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passagi

Cije Commontoealtf) of sgassacjnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirteen.


