
house .... No. 2392
Ordered printed on motion of Mr. Webster of Boxford. April 28.

AN ACT
To provide for Old Age Pensions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be an old age pension commis-
-2 sion consisting of three members, to be appointed by the
3 governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
4 council, one of whom shall be designated by the governor
sas chairman. The term of office of members of this
6 board shall be five years, except that when first consti-
-7 tuted one member shall be appointed for three years,
8 one for four years, and one for five years. Thereafter
9 one member shall be appointed for the full term of five

10 years at expiration of each term.

1 Section 2. The salaries and expenses of the commis-
2 sion shall be paid by the commonwealth. The salary of
3 the chairman shall be dollars a year,

4 and the salary of the other members shall be
5 dollars a year each. The commission may appoint
6 secretary at a salary of not more tha

7 dollars and may remove him. It shall also be allowed
8 an annual sum not exceeding dollar
9 for clerical service, and travelling and other expi
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10 The commission shall be provided with an office in the
11 state house or in some other suitable building in the city
12 of Boston in which its records shall be kept.

1 Section" 3. The commission and registrars appointed
2 by the commission as hereinafter provided, shall have
3 the power to subpoena witnesses, to administer oaths, to
4 require the production of and to examine such parts of
5 books, documents and records as relate to questions aris-
-6 ing under this act. The fees for attending as a witness
7 before the commission or before a registrar shall be one

8 dollar and fifty cents a day, and five cents a mile for
9 travel out and home.

1 Section 4. The superior court shall have power to
2 enforce by proper proceedings the provisions of the pre-
-3 ceding section relating to the attendance and testimony
4 of witnesses and the production and the examination of
5 books, documents and records, in the same manner and
6 to the same extent as before said court.

1 Section 5. No person who has been summoned to
2 appear as a witness either before the commission or before
3 a registrar appointed by the commission as hereinafter
4 provided, shall, without lawful excuse, and after tender
5 of his fees, fail to appear in answer to the summons, and
6 no such person who appears before the commission or
7 before such registrar as a witness shall, without lawful
8 excuse, refuse to be sworn or to make an affirmation or

> answer questions which he
wer. Any violation of this

9 to produce documents or t
10 is lawfully required to an
11 section shall be punishable
12 hundred dollars.

by a fine not exceeding one

the duty of the commission,1 Section 6. It shall be
2 as soon as may be after this act takes effect, to divide
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tlie commonwealth into districts for the purposes of th
4 act, and from time to time at their discretion to revi
5 such districts. The commission may appoint, and at
6 their pleasure remove, such registrars of pensions for
7 each district as they may think advisable for the purposes
8 of this act; but in lieu of the appointment of a registrar
9 for any such district, the commission may from time to

10 time at their discretion designate any one or more of
11 their own number to perform the duties of such registrar
12 or registrars for such time and throughout such district
13 or districts as they may think fit. All provisions of this
14 act applicable to registrars, with the exception of pro-
-15 visions for salaries, shall apply to any member of the
16 commission designated as provided in this section. The
17 commission shall have authority, subject to the approval
18 of the governor, by and with the advice and consent of
19 of the council, to fix such salary for each registrar, to pro-
-20 vide for him such accommodation and clerical assistance,
21 and to authorize such expenditures as they may from time
22 to time think desirable.

1 Section 7. It shall be the duty of the registrars in
2 each district,— (a) to receive pension claims; ( b ) to
3 investigate pension claims as prescribed; and (c) gen-
-4 erally to keep such books and registers and do all such
5 things as are prescribed or as the commission directs.

OLD AGE PENSIONS.

1 Section 8. Subject to the provisions of this act every
2 person who has attained the age of sixty-five years, or
3 who being permanently incapacitated fo
4 tained the age of sixty years, shall, whilst in Massachu

lified to receive an old age pension

1 Section 9. The following persons shall not be quali
2 fled to receive an old age pension, namely: ■— (a) aliens
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3 (5) naturalized citizens who have not been naturalized
4 for the period of five years next preceding the date of
5 their pension claims: 'provided, that a person who is or
6 becomes a naturalized citizen on or before the first day
7 of January, of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen,
8 shall not be disqualified from receiving an old age pen-
-9 sion by reason only of the fact that he has not been

10 naturalized for the period of five years next preceding the
11 date of his pension claim; and that no woman having
12 married one of the persons disqualified by this section
13 shall, in consequence only of such marriage, be or become
14 disqualified to receive a pension.

1 Section- 10. No person shall receive an old age pen-
-2 sion unless —■ (a) he is residing in Massachusetts on
3 the date when he makes his claim to the pension; (h)
4 he has on that date so resided continuously for at least
5 twenty years: provided, that continuous residence in the
6 state shall not be deemed to have been interrupted by
7 occasional absence therefrom unless he shall have been
8 absent continuously for one year or the total period of
9 all such absence exceeds two years. A person, whether

10 claimant or pensioner, shall not be deemed to be absent
11 from Massachusetts during any period of absence from
12 Massachusetts, if he proves that during that period his
13 home was in Massachusetts, and if married that his
14 wife and family, or his wife if he has no family, or his
15 family (if his wife is dead) resided in Massachusetts
16 and were maintained by him; (c) during the period
17 of ten years immediately preceding such date he has not
18 been imprisoned for six months, or on four occasions for
19 any offence punishable by imprisonment for twelve
20 months or upwards; ( d) during the period of twenty-
-21 five years immediately preceding such date he has not
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22 been imprisoned for a term of five years with or with-
-23 out hard labor- ( p'\ he has not at anv time for a neriodr; (e) he has not at any time for a period
24 of six months or upwards, if a husband, deserted his
25 wife. or witlinnf inst phiisp f?n’]prl to nrovirlo her withithout just cause failed to provide her with
26 adequate means of maintenance, or neglected to main-
-27 tain such of his children as were under the age of four-
-28 teen years; or, if a wife, deserted her husband or such
29 of her children as were under that age; provided, that,
30 if the pension certificate is issued, the pensioner’s rights
31 thereunder shall not be affected by any disqualification
32 contained in this sub-section unless the fact of such dis-
-33 qualification is established at any time to the satisfac-
-34 tion of the registrar; (/) he is of good moral character,
35 and has for five years immediately preceding such date
36 been leading a sober reputable life; ( g) the net capital
37 value of his accumulated property does not amount to
38 two thousand dollars or upwards, computed and as-
-39 sessed as hereinafter provided; (h ) he has not directly
40 or indirectly deprived himself of property or income in
41 order to qualify for a pension; (f) he is a holder of a
42 pension certificate as hereinafter provided; and (j) he
43 has not at any time within six months been refused a
44 pension certificate, except for the reason that he was dis-
-45 qualified on account of his age or for reasons which are

of the further application.46 not in existence at the time

amount of pension shall in
, having regard to all the cir-
commission deem reasonable

1 Section 11. (1) The
2 each case be at such rate as
3 cumstances of the case, the
4 and sufficient, but shall not exceed the rate of one hun-
-5 dred and fifty dollars per annum for persons between
6 the ages of sixty and seventy years, or two hundred dol-
-7 lars per annum for all persons over seventy years of
8 asm nor shall it be at such a rate as will make the pen-



OLD AGE PENSIONS [Apr.6

sioner’s income, together with pension, exceed three hun-
dred dollars per annum.

9

10
(2) Where the pensioner has accumulated property,

the amount of the pension shall he subject to the fol-
lowing deductions: (a) five dollars for every complete
fifty dollars by which the net capital value of the prop-
erty exceeds four hundred dollars, except where the
property includes a home in which the pensioner per-
manently resides, and which produces no income, and
(b) five dollars for every complete fifty dollars by which
the net capital value of the property exceeds seven hun-
dred and fifty dollars and where the property includes
a home in which the pensioner permanently resides, and
which produces no income: provided, that, where both
husband and wife are pensioners, except where they are

living apart pursuant to any decree, judgment, order or

deed of separation, in making the deduction in the case
of each of them paragraph (a) shall be read with
the substitution of six hundred dollars for four hundred
dollars; and paragraph (b) shall be read with the sub-

11
12

13
IP
15
1C

17
18

19
20

21
99

92

21
25
26

27
08

titution of one thousand dollars for seven hundred and29

fifty dollar*30

Section 12. The net capital value of accumulated
roperty shall be assessed in the prescribed manner, and,)

unless otherwise prescribed, the following provisions shall
apply:-—(a) all real and personal property owned by
any person shall be deemed to be his accumulated prop-
erty; (b) from the capital value of such accumulated
property there shall be deducted all charges or encum-

brances lawfully and properly existing on the property,
and the residue remaining shall be deemed to be the net

4
..

6

i

8

9

capital value of all accumulated property; (c) where a
valuation has been made for any local authority of any

10

11
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12 accumulated real property, that valuation, being the last
lo valuation of the property, may for the purposes of this
14 act be taken to be the capital value of the property un-
15 less satisfactory evidence is adduced to the contrary;
16 (d) in the case of husband and wife, except where they
17 are living apart pursuant to any decree, judgment, order,
18 or deed of separation, the net capital value of the ac-
19 cumulated property of each shall be deemed to be half
20 the total net capital value of the accumulated property
21 of both

1 Section 13. In the computation of income—(a)
2 where any person receives board or lodging or board and
3 lodging, the actual or estimated value or cost of such
4 board or lodging or board and lodging, not exceeding

5 two dollars and fifty cents per week, shall be included;
6 and (h) in the case of husband and wife, except where
7 they are living apart pursuant to any decree, judgment,
8 order, or deed of separation, the income of each shall
9 be deemed to be half the total income of both

ENSIGN CLAIMS.

1 Section 14. (1) Every person claiming a pension
2 shall, in the prescribed manner, deliver or send a pen-
3 sion claim therefor to the registrar of the district in
4 which he resides.
5 (2) The pension claim shall be in accordance with
6 the prescribed form, and shall affirm all the qualifica-
-7 tions and requirements and negative all the disqualifi-
-8 cations under this act, and shall set out the place of
9 abode and length of residence therein of the claimant,

10 and the place or places of abode of the claimant during
11 the previous twelve months.
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12 (3) Every claimant shall by declaration to be indorsed
13 thereon, declare that the contents of his pension claim are
14 true and correct in every particular, and if in the decla-
-15 ration or claim he wilfully makes any statement which is
16 untrue in any particular, he shall be guilty of an in-
-17 dictahle offence as hereinafter provided. The declaration
18 may be made before any of the following persons: any
19 magistrate of the commonwealth, justice of the peace, no-
-20 tary public, registrar of pensions, or any prescribed of-
-21 ficer or person indicated by the commissioners of old age
22 pensions.
23 (4) A pension claim may be withdrawn at any time
24 by a notice of withdrawal, sent by the claimant to the
25 registrar to whom the claim was delivered or sent.

1 Section 15. (1) Upon receipt of a pension claim the
3 registrar shall cause to be made such investigations as

3 appear to him desirable, or as are directed by the com-
-4 mission, in order to ascertain the circumstances of the
5 claimant and the truth of the statements in the claim.
6 (2) The registrar may require any person, whom he

7 believes to be in a position to do so, to furnish him a
8 confidential report as to the circumstances or the finan-

-9 cial transactions of any claimant or pensioner or of any
10 relatives of a claimant or pensioner; and any person who,
11 on being required to do so by the registrar, fails to fur-
-12 nish a report within a reasonable time, or furnishes a

13 report which is untrue in any particular, shall be guilty
14 of an offence punishable as hereinafter provided. Upon
15 the completion of his investigations the registrar shall
16 notify the claimant of the time when and the place where
17 he is required to attend to support his pension claim:
1S 'provided, that, where the registrar is satisfied that by
19 reason of physical disability or other sufficient cause the
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20 claimant is unable to attend, the registrar may dispense
21 with his attendance.

1 Section 16. (1) On the day so notified, or on any
2 subsequent day, the registrar may proceed to investigate
3 the pension claim, for the purpose of ascertaining
4 whether the claimant is entitled to a pension and, if so,
5 at what rate.
6 (2) All investigations by the registrar shall be made
7 at the place and in the manner prescribed by the com-
-8 mission, but shall be, so far as practicable, in the 10-9
9 cality where the claimant resides, and in any event shall

10 be by public hearing.
11 (3) In investigating the pension claim the registrar
12 shall not be bound by anv rules of evidence, but shall in-
13 vestigate and determine the matter according to the sub-
-14 stantial merits of the case without regard to technicali-
15 ties or legal forms.

1 Section 17. (1) Subject to the following provisions
2 of this section, the registrar may, as he deems equitable
3 (a) recommend the pension claim as made, or as modi-
-4 fled by the result of his investigations, or (6) postpone
5 the claim for further evidence, or (c) recommend the
6 rejection of the claim; but no pension claim shall be
7 recommended unless the registrar is satisfied that the
8 claim is established, and unless the evidence (if any) of
9 the claimant is corroborated on all material points by

10 documentary information or oral evidence: provided,
11 however, that in respect of the age of the claimant, the
12 registrar, if otherwise satisfied, may dispense with cor-
-13 roborative evidence.
14 (2) If the registrar is of opinion that, although the
15 claim is not completely established,, further evidence may
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16 be adduced in support thereof, or it may be mended by
17 lapse of time, the registrar shall, if the claimant so de-
-18 sires, postpone the investigation, and in such case all
19 matters as to which the registrar is satisfied shall be re-
-20 corded as proved: ■provided, that further evidence may be
21 adduced in respect of any matters recorded as proved.
22 (3) If the registrar is of opinion that the pension
23 claim is not established and cannot be mended by further
24 evidence, or by postponement of the investigation for a
25 reasonable time, the registrar shall recommend the rejec-
-26 tion of the claim, and when so doing shall specify in
27 writing all the material points which he finds to be re-
-28 spectively proved, disproved, and unproved or insuffi-
-29 ciently proved.

1 Section 18. (1) In respect of matters found by the
2 registrar to be disproved, the claimant may in the
3 time and the manner prescribed appeal to the commis-
-4 sion, which may cause an investigation thereof to be made,
5 and whose decision shall he final and conclusive and with-
6 out appeal.
7 (2) In respect of matters found by the registrar to
8 be simply unproved or insufficiently proved, the claim-
-9 ant may at any time thereafter, first giving the registrar

10 three days notice, adduce before the registrar fresh evi-
-11 dence, and in such cases all material points previously
12 found by the registrar to be proved shall be deemed to
13 be established, and the registrar shall dispose of all other
14 points as in the case of a new claim.

1 Section 19. (1) The recommendation of the regis-
-2 trar as to the pension claim shall be in writing and shall
3 forthwith be transmitted, together with the pension claim,
4 the prescribed particulars for identification of the claim-
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5 ant, and such other particulars as are prescribed, to the
6 commission, which shall determine the application.
7 (2) The determination of the commission shall, if in
8 favor of the claim, set out the rate of the pension and
9 the date of its commencement (which must not be prior

10 to the date of the claim), and a pension certificate in the
11 prescribed form shall thereupon be issued to the claim-
-12 ant.
13 (3) If the determination of the commission is adverse
14 to the claim, the claimant shall be notified accordingly.
15 (4) The registrar shall in the prescribed manner re-
-16 port to the commission upon every pension claim whose
17 rejection is recommended by him.

1 Section 20. At the request of the commission a reg-
-2 istrar shall rehear a pension claim previously admitted
3 or rejected, and the commission may, if they think fit,
4 amend any certification so as to accord with the recom-

registrar after the rehearin5 mendation made by the
6 Upon the rehearing the registrar shall have the sam
7 powers as upon the original hearing.

1 Section 21. (1) The registrar of a district or the
2 commission may at any time cancel, suspend, or reduce
3 any pension if it is deemed expedient so to do, but any
4 decision of a registrar under this section shall be subject
5 to an appeal, in the time and the manner prescribed, to
6 the commission, whose decision shall be final and con-

7 elusive
8 (2) Where any decision cancelling, suspending, or re-

-9 ducing a pension has been given under this section, the
10 registrar or the commission shall indorse the pension cer-

ll.tificate accordingly.
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1 Section 22. (1) At any time not being sooner than
2 one month before the expiration of each year (computed
3 from the date of the commencement of the pension) dur-
-4 ing which the pension certificate remains in force, each
5 pensioner shall file with the registrar, of his district un-
-6 less exempted by the registrar, a statement showing the
7 amount of income received by him during the preceding
8 twelve months, and such other particulars as are pre-
-9 scribed.

10 (2) If upon receipt of the statement the registrar is
11 satisfied that the pensioner is entitled to a continuation
12 of the pension, he shall notify the commission accord-
-13 ingly and the commission may authorize the continua-
-14 tion of the pension; but if he is not so satisfied he shall
15 refer the statement for investigation, and thereupon the
16 procedure laid down by this act in relation to investiga-
-17 tions by a registrar shall apply.

PAYMENT OF PENSIONS.

1 Section 23. (1) Pensions shall be paid in fort

2 nightly instalments.
3 (2) In order to ascertain the amount of an instal-
-4 ment of a pension covering a period of a fortnight the
5 annual pension shall be divided by twenty-six.
6 (3) The instalment of a pension covering a period of
7 less than a fortnight shall bear the same relation to the
8 regular fortnightly instalment as the number of days in
9 question bears to the number of days in a fortnight.

10 (4) Instalments of pensions shall be payable at an
11 office named in the pension certificate or at any place
12 directed by the commission.
13 (5) The office or place of payment may be changed in

14 the manner prescribed.
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2 prescribe the time and manner in which instalments shall
3 be collected by the pensioner, and may prescribe for the

4 forfeiture of an instalment or instalments for failure
5 by the pensioner to comply with the prescribed require-
6 ments and also for the waiver of such forfeiture in suit-
7 able cases

1 Section 25. Subject to this act, a pension shall be
2 absolutely inalienable, whether by wTay or in consequence
3 of sale, assignment, charge, execution, bankruptcy, in-
-4 solvency, or otherwise howsoever, and shall be incapable

of being reached by any creditor by any judicial pro-
6 ceeding or process.

1 Section 26. (1) Every pension shall be deemed to be
2 granted and shall be held subject to all the provisions of
3 this act, and to the provisions of any other act amending
4 or repealing or in substitution for this act which may at
5 any time be passed, and no pensioner shall have any
6 claim for compensation or otherwise by reason of his
7 pension being affected by the operation of this act or
8 anv other such act.

9 (2) A notification of the last preceding sub-section
10 shall be printed on every pension certificate.

(1) Whenever the commission is sati
that, having regard to the age, infirmity, or improvi

i pensioner, or any other speci
pedient that payment of-any instalments of tl:
be made to any other person, on behalf or fc

4 it

P'
6 the benefit of such pensioner a warrant to tha

7 shall be issued by the commission and transmitted to t

1 Section 24. The commission may from time to time

1 Section

n authorized therein to receive paymc8
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9 (2) Subject to the regulations, and to the directions
10 and limitations, if any, contained in the warrant, the per-
il son named therein shall be entitled on its production to
12 receive payment of the pension.
13 (3) A warrant issued by the commission under this
14 section may at any time be revoked by the commission
15 upon notice to the person to whom it was issued, and to
16 the officer in charge of the office at which the pension is
17 payable.

1 Section 28. Where, in the opinion of a registrar
2 (a) a pensioner misspends any part of his pension, or
3 misspends, wastes, or lessens any part of his estate or of
4 his income or earnings, or injures his health, or en-
-5 dangers or interrupts the peace and happiness of his
6 family, or ( b ) a claimant or a pensioner is unfit to
7 be trusted with a pension, the commission may, on the
8 report of the registrar make an order directing that until
9 further order the instalments shall be paid to any benevo-

10 lent or charitable society, minister of religion, justice of
11 the peace, or other person named by the commission for
12 the benefit of the pensioner, or suspending the pension
13 certificate pending the decision of the commission
14 thereon, or directing the forfeiture of so many of the
15 instalments as the commission think fit.

1 Section 29. If a pensioner becomes an inmate of any
2 institution supported wholly by public funds, his pension
3 shall, without further or other authority than this act,
4 be deemed to be suspended, but when the pensioner is
5 discharged from any such institution, payment of his
6 pension shall be resumed, and he shall be entitled to pay-
7 ment, in respect of the period during which his pension
8 was so suspended, of a sum representing not more than



1913 HOUSE X 2392 15

9 fourour weeks’ instalments of the pension, if the suspension
10 so long continued.

1 Section 30. (1) If a pensioner departs from Massa-
-2 chusetts, and it is proved to the satisfaction of the regis-
-3 trar of the district in which he resided immediately prior
4 to his departure, after notice given that the pensioner
5 does not intend to return to Massachusetts, the registrar
6 shall notify the commission accordingly; and upon such
7 notification being received by the commission, the pension
8 shall, without further or other authority than this act,
9 be deemed to be forfeited

10 (2) Any pensioner who:
11 under the preceding sub-se

3 pension has been forfeited
lion, may make application

12 in the prescribed form for waiver of the forfeiture, and
13 the registrar upon being satisfied that the pensioner has
14 either returned to Massachusetts, or is absent therefrom
15 only temporarily, may notify the commission to that
16 effect, and thereupon the pension shall become payable
17 to the pensioner as if it had never been forfeited.
18 (3) For any period during which a pensioner is in
19 prison, his pension shall, without further or other author-
-20 ity than this act, be deemed to be forfeited, without prej-
-21 udice, however, to any application for restoration of the
22 pension to the pensioner upon his discharge from prison.

1 Section 31. If a successful claimant of a pension is
2 an inmate of any institution wholly supported by public
3 funds, the pension shall become payable as from a date
4 not more than twenty-eight days prior to the pensioner
5 being discharged from or leaving such institution, but no
6 payment on account of pension shall be made to him so
7 long as he is an inmate of such institution.
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1 Section 32. The following provisions shall apply to
2 the payment of instalments of pensions; (a) A re-
-3 ceipt given by the person receiving payment of an in-
-4 stalment in the manner prescribed shall be sufficient evi-
-5 dence that the payment to which it purports to relate has
6 been duly made, and no claim against the commonwealth
7 or the officer making such payment shall thereafter arise
8 or be made in any court or proceeding whatsoever by the
9 pensioner or by any person whomsoever in respect

10 thereof; and (6) in the case of the death of a pensioner,
11 the instalment then accruing but not actually accrued
12 due shall be apportioned up to the date of the death, and
13 the apportioned amount, together with the previous in-
-14 stalment (if any) then payable but not actually paid,
15 shall, without further authorization than this act, be paid
16 to such person as the commission or registrar directs, and
17 shall be applied in or towards defraying the burial ex-
-18 penses of the deceased pensioner: provided, that nothing
19 in this section contained shall apply to any instalment
20 which at the date of the death has become absolutely
21 forfeited.

FOEFEITUEE.

1 Section 33. If any person shall (a) by means of
2 any wilfully false statement or representation obtain a

3 pension certificate or pension or affect the rate of any

4 pension for which he is a claimant; or ( b ) by any un-

5 lawful means obtain payment of any forfeited or sus-

-6 pended instalment of pension; or (c) by means of per-
-7 sonation or any fraudulent device whatsoever obtain
8 payment of any instalment of pension; or (d) by any
9 wilfully false statement or representation aid or abet any

10 person in obtaining or claiming a pension certificate or

11 pension, or instalment of a pension; or (e) wilfully lend
12 his pension certificate to another person; he shall be pun-



1913.1 HOUSE No. 2392, 17
13 ished by imprisonment for a term not exceeding six
14 with bard labor.

1 Section 34. In the case of a conviction under the
2 last preceding section the court, in addition to imposing
3 the punishment thereby prescribed, may also, according
4to the circumstances of the case, by order ( a) cancel
5 any pension certificate which is proved to have been
6 wrongfully obtained; or (&) impose a penalty not ex-
-7 ceeding twice the amount of any instalment the payment
8 of which has been wrongfully obtained, and, if the defend-
-9 ant is a pensioner, direct the forfeiture of future instal-

10 ments of his pension equal in amount to the penalty and
11 in satisfaction thereof.

1 Section 35. (1) When a pensioner is in any court
2 convicted of drunkenness, or of any offence punishable
3 by imprisonment for one month or over, then, in addi-
-4 tion to any other punishment imposed, the commission
5 may, by order, forfeit any one or more of the instalments
6 falling due after the date of the conviction.
7 (2) Where a pensioner is twice within twelve months
8 convicted of any offence punishable by imprisonment for
9 one month or over, or where any pensioner is convicted

10 of any offence punishable by imprisonment for twelve
11 months or over, then, in lieu of forfeiting any instal-
-12 ment of the pension, the commission shall, by order, can-
-13 cel the pension certificate.
14 (3) In any case where any pension certificate is can-
-15 celled by the commission, the pension shall be deemed to
16 be absolutely forfeited, and the certificate shall be de-
-17 livered up to the registrar, and forwarded by him to the
18 commission.

1 Section 36. (1) Notwithstanding that a pensioner
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2 has not been convicted of drunkenness, a registrar may,
3 and, if so requested by the commission, shall, at any time
4 summon any pensioner to appear before him to show
5 cause why his pension should not be cancelled, reduced,
6 or suspended for a time on account of his drunken, in-
i' temperate or disreputable habits; and at the time and
8 place mentioned in the summons the registrar may, if
9 he thinks fit, recommend to the commission the cancella-

10 tion, reduction, or suspension of the pension.
11 (2) The commission shall, if they think fit, cancel,
12 reduce, or suspend the pension accordingly.

Miscellaneous.
Section 37. The treasurer of the commonwealth

shall, out of moneys to be from time to time appropriated
by the general court for the purpose, pay all such moneys
as are necessary for the payment of pensions, salaries and
other expenses required by this act.

1

2
3
4
5

Section 38. The commissioners shall, annually in
January report to the general court, a statement sum-

marizing their acts and transactions the preceding year,
and showing (a) the total amount paid under this act
in respect of pensions; (h) the total number of pensions;
(c) such other particulars as are prescribed; and (d) an

estimate of the probable requirements for pensions and
expenses for the ensuing year.

1
9

3

4

5

6
7

8

Section 39. The commission may make regulations,
not inconsistent with this act, prescribing all matters
which by this act are required or permitted to be pre-
scribed, or which are necessary or convenient to be pre-
scribed for giving effect to this act, and in particular in

regard to all or any of the following matters: (a) the
powers and duties of the commission and officers; (6)

1

2
3
4
5

6

V
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8 the forms of pension claims and of applications or decla-
-9 rations relating thereto, and the times within which they

10 are to be made or given; (c) the registering and num-
11 bering of pension claims
12 thereto; (d) the forms of
13 mode of valuing properties
14 trars; (p) the manner and

and particulars in regard
pension certificates; (e) the

; (/) proceedings before regis-
place of payment of any pen-
of identity of the person re-
and the form of receipt to be

15 sion instalment, the proof
16 ceiving any such payment
17 given therefor; (h) the delivery up and recovery of
18 pension certificates cancelled or suspended or lapsed on
19 death or for any other reason; and (i) the manner and
20 terms by which a duplicate certificate may be issued in
21 place of a certificate lost or destroyed.

1 Section 40. (1) All courts, judges and magistrates
2 acting judicially shall take
3 ture of the commission or

judicial notice of the signa-
registrar, or of any person

4 acting in any of such offices
5 to be signed for the purpose:

to §very document required
of this act or any amending

6 act; and such documents purporting to be so signed shall
7 be received by such courts, judges and magistrates asjudges and magistrates as
8 prima facie evidence of the facts and statements therein
9 contained.

10 (2) A statement in writing purporting to be signed
11 by the commission that any person is a pensioner in re-
-12 ceipt of a pension of a certain rate shall be prima facie
13 evidence that the person is a pensioner in receipt of a
14 pension and of the rate thereof.

1 Section 41. Sections one, two, six, thirty-seven,
2 thirty-eight and thirty-nine of this act shall take effect
3 the first day of July, nineteen hundred and thirteen. All
4 other sections of this act shall take effect the first day of
5 January, nineteen hundred and fourteen.




