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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourte

AN ACT
Relative to Arrest and Examination on Civil Process.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section
2 dred and sixty-eight
3 amended by action one
4 three of the acts of the
5 six, is hereby amended
6 “judgment”, in lines

twenty of chapter one hnn-
of the Revised Laws, as
of chapter two hundred and
year nineteen hundred and
by inserting after the word
seventeen and eighteen, the

7 following: If the failure of the debtor or creditor
8 to appear at the time and place named was acci-
9 dental or inevitable, the magistrate may upon mo-

-10 tion made within twenty-four hours after the said
11 time extend the time or rescind tire order of arrest,
12 so as to read as follows : Section 20. If the judg-
-13 ment debtor appears before the magistrate at the
14 time and place named, he shall be examined on oath
15 upon the charges specified in said notice to him.
1G Such examination may be in the presence of the
17 magistrate or otherwise as he shall order, and when
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18 completed, if in writing, shall he signed and sworn
19 to by the debtor, and shall be preserved by the ma-
-20 gistrate. The examination and hearing shall be oral
21 or in writing, at the discretion of the court, and
22 either party may introduce additional evidence. If
23 the debtor fails to appear at the examination or, if
24 appearing, fails to comply with all lawful orders of
25 the magistrate, or if the truth of one at least of
26 charges two to six, inclusive, specified in section sev-
-27 enteen, is proved to the satisfaction of the magis-
-28 trate, the arrest may be authorized upon the orig-
-29 inal execution or upon an alias or other successive
30 execution issuing on the same judgment. If the
31 failure of the debtor to appear at the time and place

2 named was accidental or inevitable, the magistrate
3 may upon motion made within twenty-four hour
1 after the said time extend the time or rescind the
5 order of arrest. If the time for the return of the ex

36 ecution expires while the examination is pending,
37 the arrest may be authorized upon an alias or other

successive execution, in like manner and for the
39 same reasons as upon the original execution. If the
40 time for the return of the execution or of an alias or

41 other successive execution, issuing on the same judg-
42 ment, expires after a certificate authorizing an ar-
-43 rest has been affixed thereto, and before such arrest
44 has been made thereon, a copy of said original cer-
45 tificate, made and certified by the clerk of the court
46 or by the magistrate issuing such execution, shall be
47 affixed to any such alias or other successive execu-

-48 tion, and such copy shall have the same force and
49 effect as the original certificate.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


