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AN ACT
To establish a Municipal Lodging and Clearing House in

the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be established in the city of
2 Boston a building or buildings to be known and main-
-3 tained as a municipal lodging and clearing house for
4 the purpose of lodging and feeding homeless unfor-
-5 tunates and temporarily “down and out” persons; and
6 the treating of homeless sick and diseased; and the clear-
-7 ing of such persons, and of vagrants and unconfined
8 criminals to the proper institutions or to their proper
9 places in the community. The municipal lodging and

10 clearing house hereby established shall have a capacity
11 for feeding, lodging, treating and caring for at least
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12 five hundred persons, shall be erected at a cost not to

13 exceed two hundred thousand dollars, and shall be main-

-14 tained at an annual expense not to exceed thirty-five
15 thousand dollars. The said municipal lodging house
16 shall be erected and maintained in the following manner,
17 viz.; the commonwealth shall pay one seventh of the
18 cost of building and maintenance, the county of Suffolk
19 four sevenths of such cost and the counties abutting on

20 Suffolk county two sevenths of the cost.

1 Section 2. The municipal lodging and clearing house

2 hereby established shall be under the control of a board
3 of management composed of seven members appointed
4 as follows; one to be appointed by the governor, one

5 by the mayor of the city of Boston, three by the council
6 of the city of Boston acting as county commissioners of

7 the county of Suffolk and two members appointed by

8 the county commissioners of the counties abutting on

9 the county of Suffolk.

1 Section 3. The board of management hereby estab-
-2 lished shall also constitute a building commission for the
3 purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act relative
4 to the establishment, location, and erection of the mu-

-5 nicipal lodging and clearing house hereby created.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


