
HOUSE No. 831
Bill accompanying the petition of Roland D. Sawyer relative to the

recording of marriages. Joint Judiciary. January 16.

AN ACT
To provide for the Publication of a List of Persons qualified

to Perform Marriages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and fifty-one of the Revised Laws
2 is hereby amended by the addition of the following] sec-
-3 tion:
4 All established or recognized churches shall file an-
-5 nually with the secretary of the commonwealth a list of
6 all the clergymen, ministers of the Gospel or priests,
7 ordained according to the usages of their denominations
8 who reside within the commonwealth and continue to

9 perform the functions of their office; and shall, as they
10 occur, notify the said secretary of any and all changes
11 in this list caused by addition, or removal by transfer.
12 death, etc.
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13 The city and town clerks and registrars shall file an-
il nnally with the secretary of the commonwealth a list of
15 the rabbis of the Israelitish faith who have complied with
16 the requirements of chapter one hundred and fifty-one,
17 section thirty, of the Revised Laws and are legally quali-
-18 fied to solemnize marriages.
19 The secretary of the commonwealth shall print an-
20 nnally a list of the priests, ministers of the Gospel, clergy-
21 men, rabbis, justices of the peace, city and town clerks
22 and their assistants, and clerks and assistant clerks of
23 courts, who are authorized to solemnize marriages in the
24 commonwealth; and no one shall solemnize marriages
25 whose name has not been certified by the secretary of
26 the commonwealth.
27 The secretary shall also, as they occur, notify the city
28 and town clerks or registrars of all changes in this list.


