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Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor of the city of Pitts-

field for a revision of the charter of said city. Cities. January 27.

Cijc Commontuealti) of a^assafiSniscits,

AN ACT
To revise the Charter of the City of Pittsfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

INCORPORATION.

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of Pittsfield
2 shall continue to he a body politic and corporate, under
•2 the name of the city of Pittsfield, and as such shall have,
4 exercise and enjoy all the rights, powers, privileges and
5 immunities and shall be subject to all the duties and
6 obligations pertaining to and incumbent upon said city
7 as a municipal corporation.

1 Section 2. The government of the city and the gen-
-2 eral management and control of all the fiscal, prudential
3 and municipal affairs thereof shall be vested in a single
4 officer, to be called the mayor, and in a legislative body,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourteen.
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to be called the board of aldlermen, except, however, that
the general management and control of the public schools
of the city shall be vested in a school committee.

Section 3. The territory of the city shall continue
to be divided into seven wards, which shall retain their
present boundaries until the same shall be changed under
the general law relating thereto.

Section 4. All meetings of the qualified voters of the
city for the purpose of voting at elections, and for other
municipal and legal purpo
of aldermen, and the city

ies, shall be called by the hoard
clerk shall, under their direc-

5 tion, cause notice of such meetings to he printed in one
shed in the city and to be con-or more newspapers publi

spicuously posted in the
meetings shall be called

iffice of the city clerk. Such
at least seven days before the

day prescribed for the holding thereof.

Section 5. When no convenient ward room for hold-
ing the meeting of the qualified voters of a ward can be
had within the territorial limits of such ward, the board
of aldermen may appoint and direct, in the call for the
meeting of such wards, that the meeting be held in some
convenient place within the limits of an adjacent ward
of the city; and for such purpose the place so assigned
shall be deemed to be a part of the ward for which the
meeting or election is held.

Section 6. General meetings of the inhabitants of
the city may, from time to time, be held, according to

the right secured to the people by the constitution of the

commonwealth; and such meetings may, and upon the
request in writing of fifty qualified voters setting forth
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6 the purposes thereof shall, be called by the hoard of
7 aldermen.

4 mittee, city clerk, city
5 assessors and city auditor

treasurer, collector of taxes
or for such of them as are tc

6 be elected, and the person
7 votes for any office shall

receiving the highest number of
be deemed and declared to be
elected shall be notified of his
city clerk.

8 elected. Each person so
9 election in writing by the

Section 8. On the first Monday in January at ten
>ck in the forenoon, the mayor-elect, aldermen and

Idermen-elect shall meet and the mayor-elect and tht
aldermen-elect shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of

5 their duties. The oath may be administered by any jus-
-6 tice of the peace, and a certificate that such oath has been
7 taken shall be entered on the journal of the board of
8 aldermen. At any time thereafter the oath may be
9 administered, in the presence of the board of aldermen,

10 to the mayor or to any alderman absent from the meeting
11 on the first Monday in January, or not elected prior
12 thereto. After the aldermen or a majority of them have
13 been sworn, they shall assemble and elect from their num-
-14 ber a president of the board, in the manner provided in
15 section seven of chapter twenty-six of the Revised Laws.
16 The member having the highest number of votes shall be
17 deemed and declared to be elected. Xo other business
18 shall be transacted by the aldermen until the president
19 has been elected.

1 Section 7. At the municipal election the qualified
2 voters in the several wards shall give in their votes by
3 ballot for mayor, aldermen, members of the school com-

1 Section 9. The president of the board of aldermen
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hall preside at all meetings of the hoard. In ease of h
3 absence at any meeting a member of the board may be
4 elected as aforesaid to serve as president pro tempore. In
5 ease of a vacancy in the office of president of the board,
6 the vacancy shall be filled in the manner of the original
7 election.

4 board of aldermen may elect a clerk pro tempore. The
5 city clerk and such clerk pro tempore shall be duly sworn.
6 The city clerk shall attend the sessions of the board of
7 aldermen, shall keep a record of its proceedings and shall
8 perform such further service as the board of aldermen
9 shall require.

1 Section 11. The board of aldermen shall be com-
-2 posed of seven aldermen-at-large, one from each ward,
3 who shall be nominated by and from the qualified voters

4 of each ward and elected annually by and from the qual-
-5 ified voters of the city, and shall hold office for the term

6 of one year from the first Monday in January next follow-
-7 ing their election; and two aldermen from each ward, to
S be elected as follows: —At the first municipal election
9 following the acceptance of this act, two aldermen shall

10 be elected by and from the qualified voters of each ward,
11 who shall hold office, one for one year and one for two
12 years from the first Monday in January following; and
13 at each municipal election thereafter one alderman shall
14 be elected by and from the qualified voters of each ward,
15 who shall hold office for the two municipal years next
16 following his election The board of aldermen shall sit
17 and act as one legislative body

1 Section 10. The city clerk shall be clerk of the board
2 of aldermen; but in case of a vacancy in the office, or of
3 the temporary absence or disability of the city clerk the
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Section 12. If a vacancy in the office of a member
if the board of aldermen shall occur more than one year

previous to the expiration of his term of office, and such
vacancy exists at the time nominations may he made for
the following municipal election, the hoard of aldermen
shall declare a vacancy to exist, and thereupon shall cause

i new election to be held to fill the same at the time of
;uch municipal election. The person so elected shall hold
office for the unexpired term.

Section 13. If the full number of members of the
board of aldermen shall fail to be elected, or if there be
a vacancy in said board, the board of aldermen may de-
clare a vacancy to exist, and thereupon may cause a new
election to be held to fill the same. The person thus
elected to fill a vacancy shall hold office for the remainder

the term.

Sectiox 14. Xo person shall be eligible for election
an alderman from a ward who is not at the time of his

election a resident of the w7ard from which he is chosen,

but his subsequent removal to another ward of the city
shall not disqualify any such officer from performing the
duties of his office. The members of the board shall serve
without compensation, except that, in case of a vacancy
in the office of mayor, the president of the board of alder-
men shall be entitled to the salary of mayor while per-
forming the duties of mavor.

Section 15. The board of aldermen shall be the judge
if the election of its members, shall determine the rules
if its proceedings, and may appoint such assistant clerks
md other officers as may be necessary for the proper con-
;luct of its business.
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Section 16. The mayor may, and the city clerk, at the
written request of ten members of the board of aldermen
shall, call a special meeting of the board of aldermen by
causing a written notice of such meeting, containing a
statement of the subjects to be considered thereat, to be
left at the usual place of residence of each member at
least twenty-four hours previous to the time appointed for
the meeting, and no other business than that stated in the
notice shall be transacted at such special meeting

Section 17. A majority of the whole number of mem-
bers provided to be elected shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business, but a smaller number may

adjourn from time to time.

1 Section 18. All votes of the board of aldermen
making appropriations or authorizing loans of money
shall be in itemized form, and when brought before the
board of aldermen on recommendation of the mayor nc
item of the appropriation or loan in excess of the amount
recommended by the mayor shall be passed except by the
affirmative votes of two thirds of the members present

and voting thereon.

Section 19. Any ordinance, order or resolution of
the board of aldermen may be passed through all its

stages of legislation at one session by unanimous consent
of the members of the board present. Should one or

more members object, action on the measure shall be
postponed for at least one week, and if, when it is next
considered, five or more members object to its passage, a

second postponement for at least one week shall take
place.
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Section 20. The board of aldermen may, by special
vote, hold private sittings for the consideration of execu-
tive business, but all other sittings shall be public.

Section 21. Xo person shall be eligible by appoint-
ment or election by the mayor or by the board of aldermen
to any office of emolument, the compensation of which
is payable out of the city treasury, who at the time of
such election or appointment is a member of the board of
aldermen. Xo member of the board of aldermen shall
act as counsel or attorney before the board of aldermen
or-any committee thereof.

Section 22. Except as otherwise provided herein, the
board of aldermen shall in general have and-exercise the
legislative powers of towns and of the inhabitants thereof,
and shall have all the powers and authority given to city
councils and boards of aldermen under the general laws
of the commonwealth, and shall be subject to the duties
imposed on city councils and boards of aldermen; and
shall have and exercise all the powers, other than execu-
tive, given to selectmen of towns and to the selectmen of
the town of Pittsfield, or to the city council of the city
of Pittsfield, under any special laws heretofore passed
with reference to said town or city of Pittsfield and not
inconsistent herewith; and except as herein otherwise
provided, shall have all the powers of the board of public
works of the city of Pittsfield.

Section 23. The board of aldermen may, from time
to time, subject to the provisions of this act and in accord-
ance with general laws, if they exist in any particular
case, provide by ordinance for the establishment of boards
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5 and officers in addition to those hereinafter named, for
6 the construction and care of public works and buildings,
7 for the direction and custody of public parks and for
8 other municipal purposes; may determine the number and
9 duties of the incumbents of such boards and officers, and

10 for such purposes may delegate to such boards and officers
11 the administrative powers given to it by general or special
12 laws, or given by general laws to city councils and boards
13 of aldermen. The board of aldermen may likewise, from

1 time to time, consolidate boards and offices, and may

15 separate and divide the powers and duties of such as are,
1(5 or may hereafter be, established, may increase the number
IT of persons constituting any of the boards herein specified,
18 and when such increase has been made may subsequently
19 diminish the number, may increase or diminish the num-
-20 her of persons who shall perform the duties of an office
21 or board hereafter established as hereinbefore provided,
22 and may abolish an office or board hereafter established.

1 Section 24. The board of aldermen have power
2 within the city to make and establish ordinances and
3 by-laws and to affix thereto penalties as herein and by
4 general law provided, without the sanction of any court
5 or justice thereof. Ordinances, unless they contain an ex-
-6 press provision for a later date, shall take effect at the

time of their approval by the mayor, or, if a penalty for
8 their violation is provided, at the expiration of thirty days
9 from the day of such approval. All fines and forfeitures

10 for the breach of an ordinance shall be paid into the city
11 treasury. Complaint for the breach of an ordinance may

12 be made by any resident of the city. All existing
13 ordinances of the city not inconsistent with the provisions
14 of this act shall continue in force until amended or

15 repealed.
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Section 25. The board of aldermen shall appropriate
annually the amount necessary to meet the expenditures
of the city for the current municipal year, and such
appropriation shall not be increased, except by a vote of
two-thirds of the board voting by yeas and nays. Any
appropriation made by the board of aldermen for the
erection of a city hall or for the purchase of land therefor,
shall be subject to ratification by the legal voters of the
city, voting in their respective wards or precincts at an
annual municipal election.

Section 26. The board of aldermen, subject to the
approval of the mayor, shall have exclusive power to order
the laying out, locating anew or discontinuing of, or
making specific repairs in, all streets and ways within
the limits of the city, and to assess the damages sustained
thereby. Any person aggrieved by the action of the board
of aldermen hereunder shall have all the rights and privi-
leges now by law in similar cases allowed in appeals from
decisions of selectmen.

Section 27. Xo public franchise, nor any right in,
under or over any public street or way shall be granted

t by a majority vote of all the members of the board,
and every order and permit granting such franchise or
right shall, before its final passage, lie on the table in the
board of aldermen for at least one week after its first in-
troduction in that city.

Section 28. The mayor shall be elected by and from
the qualified voters of the city and shall hold office for the
municipal year next following his election and until his
successor is elected and qualified, except that when electee
to fill a vacancy he shall hold office only for the unexpired
term and until his successor is elected and qualified.
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1 Section 29. In case of a vacancy in the office of mayor
2 occurring more than six months previous to the expiration

3 of the term, or if no mayor be elected at the annual
t municipal election, the board of aldermen shall order an
5 election for a mayor to serve during the unexpired term,
II or if the vacancy occurs within the last six months of the
7 term, the board of aldermen may order such election. If
8 such vacancy occurs in the last six months of the term,
9 and no mayor is elected, the president of the board of

10 aldermen shall become acting mayor for the unexpired
11 term, with all the duties, rights and powers of mayor.
12 Whenever, by reason of sickness, absence from the city
13 or other cause, the mayor shall be unable to attend to the
14 duties of his office, or, if the office is vacant, pending an
15 election as aforesaid, the president of the board of alder-
-16 men shall, under the style of acting mayor, exercise the
17 powers and perform the duties of mayor, except that he
18 shall not, unless authorized thereto in a special instance
19 by the board of aldermen, make any permanent appoint-
-20 ment or removal from office; nor shall he, unless the dis-

-21 ability of the mayor has continued at least nine days, or
22 unless the office of mayor has become vacant, have power
23 to approve or disapprove any ordinance, order, resolution
24 or vote of the board of aldermen.

1 Section 30. The mayor shall be the chief executive
2 officer of the city, and the executive powers of the city,
3 except as otherwise provided herein, shall be vested in
4 him and shall be exercised by him, either personally or

5 through the several officers and boards in their respective
6 departments under his general supervision and control.

1 Section 31. The mayor shall communicate to the
2 board of aldermen such information and recommend such
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measures as in las judgment the interests of the city shall
require; shall cause the laws, ordinances and orders for
the government of the city to be enforced, and shall secure
an honest, efficient and economical conduct of the execu-
tive and administrative business of the city, and the har-
monious and concerted action of the administrative and
executive departments.

Section 32. Every ordinance, order, resolution or

vote of the board of aldermen, except those relating tt
matters of procedure or to the
presented to the mayor by the
twenty-four hours after its p;
holidays excepted. If the may
it, and it shall then be in fore
shall return it, with his objectic

election of officers, shall be
clerk of the board within

assage, Sundays and legal
or approves it he shall sign
;e; if lie disapproves it, he
ms in writing, to the board,

which shall enter such objections at large on its records
and again consider it; and if two thirds of the members
present and voting pass it, notwithstanding such 1obje>
tions. it shall be in force; but in all cases the vote shall
be yeas and nays. Such ordinance, order, resolution or
vote shall be in force if it is not returned by the mayor
with ten days after it has been presented to him.

Section 33. The mayor shall cause to be kept a record
>f all his official acts, and for that purpose, and to aid him
n his official duties, he may, with the confirmation of the

board of aldermen, appoint one or more clerks, whose com-
pensation shall be fixed by the board.

Section 34. The mayor shall cause to be made tc
him in the month of January of each year by the head>
of departments, and by all other officers and boards having
authority to expend money, detailed estimates of the
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mounts deemed by them to be necessary for their re-
6 sPectlve departments for the financial year; and he shall,
7 not later than the first Monday in March, transmit such

estimates to the board of aldermen, recommending such
0 appropriations for each department or purpose as he shall

10 deem necessary therefor.

1 Section 35. The mayor shall annually require all
2 boards and officers intrusted with the receipt and expendi-
-3 ture of public money and with the care and custody of
-1 public property, to make particular and detailed state-
•' ments thereof, and shall cause such statements to be pub-
6 lished for the information of the citizens.

1 Section 36. The mayor may, at any time, appoint a
suitable person, or persons, to examine, without notice,
the books and accounts of any department, officer or

4 employee of the city.

+ rl he chief of police and all other police officers shall hold
5 office during good behavior and until removed by the
6 mayor, with the concurrence of the board of aldermen.

7 after hearing, for cause in their opinion sufficient. The
8 board of aldermen may require any person who may be
9 appointed a chief of police or constable to give bonds, with

10 such security and to such an amount as it may deem
11 reasonable and proper, for the faithful discharge of the
13 duties of the office, upon which bond like proceedings and
13 remedies may be had as are by law provided in case of
14 constables’ bonds taken by the selectmen of towns. The
15 compensation of the police and other subordinate officers
16 shall be fixed by ordinance.

1 Section 37. The mayor shall appoint a city marshal
2 or chief of police, and such number of other police officers
3 and constables as the board of aldermen shall determine.
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1 Section 38. The board of aldermen may establish a
2 fire department, to consist of a chief engineer and of as
3 many assistant engineers, enginemen, hosemen, hook and
4 ladder men and assistants as the board of aldermen by
5 ordinance shall, from time to time, prescribe; and the
6 board shall have authority to fix the time of their appoint-
-7 ment, to define their duties, and in general to make such
8 regulations concerning the pay, conduct and government
9 of such department, the management of fires and the con-

-10 duct of persons attending fires, as it may deem expedient,
11 and may fix such penalties for violation of any such regu-
-12 lations as are provided for the breach of the ordinances
13 of the city. The mayor shall appoint all the officers and

14 members of such department.

1 Section 39. The officers and members of the fire

2 department shall hold office during good behavior and 1
3 until removed by the mayor, with the concurrence of the
4 board of aldermen, after hearing, for cause in their

pinion sufficient.

1 Section 40. The engineers so appointed shall be the

2 fire wards of the city, but the mayor and aldermen may
3 appoint additional fire wards. The compensation of the
4 officers and members of the department shall be fixed b
5 ordinance. The powers and duties herein conferred and
6 imposed upon the mayor and aldermen in relation to the
7 establishment and maintenance of a fire department may,
8 if the board of aldermen so determine, be exercised and
9 carried into effect wholly, or in part, through the agency

10 of a board or commission, which it may, from time to
11 time, designate, and with such limitations of power as
12 the board of aldermen may by ordinance direct. The
13 members of any such board or commission shall serve
14 without compensation.
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1 Section 41. Ihe school committee shall consist of the
2 mayor, ex-officio, who shall be chairman of the board, and
3 fourteen other persons, inhabitants of the city, of whom
4 two shall he elected by ballot from each ward by the
5 qualified voters in the ward. The present members of
6 the school committee of the city shall continue to hold
7 office for the terms for which they were severally elected,
8 and at each municipal election hereafter held there shall
9 be chosen members to hold the office for the term of three

10 vears, as successors of and from the same wards as those
1 1 whose term of office expires at the expiration of that
12 municipal year. Any vacancy occurring in said com-
-13 mittee may be filled for the remainder of the municipal
14 year by the joint ballot of the board of aldermen and the
15 school committee in convention; and for the unexpired
16 term thereafter shall be filled at the first municipal elec-
-17 tion after such vacancy occurs. The members of the
18 committee shall serve without compensation. The com-
-1!) mittee shall annually elect one of their number as chair-

-20 man, to serve in the absence of the mayor. The committee
21 shall annually appoint one of their number to attend the
22 meetings of the board of aldermen, and he shall be entitled
23 to a seat with the board of aldermen and shall have the

24 right to discuss all matters relating to the school com-

25 mittee, but without the right to vote. He shall be notified,
26 in the same manner as members of the board of alder-
-27 men, of all special meetings of said board. Said com-

-28 mittee shall annually appoint a secretary, one of their
29 number, who shall be under their direction and control.
30 They shall annually appoint, but not of their own number,

1 a superintendent of schools. The committee shall fix the
alaries of such secretary and superintendent, and may

remove them for sufficient cause
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1 Section 42. The auditor, in addition to performing
2 such other duties as may he prescribed by law and the
3 ordinances of the board of aldermen, shall be comptroller
4 for the city. The auditor shall, once in every two weeks,
5 cause a list of all claims and payments which have been
6 presented to him during that time for audit to be printed
7 and numbered, showing the dates and amounts of claims
8 or payments, the nature thereof, and the persons to whom
9 payments have been made

10 thereof shall be distribute
11 of the board of aldermen,

or are to be made, and copies
to the mayor, to each member
3 the head of each department

12 and to every taxpayer making demand therefor. Tie shall
13 make monthly statements in writing to the mayor and
14 the board of aldermen of the financial transactions in his
15 office, in such detail as the board of aldermen may require.
10 A list of all bonds issued by the city shall be kept in the
IT auditor’s office, and shall be open to the inspection of any
18 citizen, and all bonds paid by the treasurer shall be pre-
-19 seated to the auditor for cancellation. The auditor shall
20 keep an account between the city and the treasurer, and
21 he shall procure monthly from the banks in which the

ity’s funds are deposited a certified statement of the city

3 treasurer’s balance,, and he shall examine the treasurer’s
4 book accounts and ascertain as to their correctness, and

35 report on the same monthly to the board of aldermen.
26 The auditor shall, on or before the first Monday in March

27 in each year, publish in book or pamphlet form, verified by
28 his oath or affirmation, a full and accurate statement of
29 the financial condition of the city, showing the amounts
30 of receipts and expenditures since the last annual report,

1 the sources from which the funds have been derived, and
3 for what purposes they were expended. Such publication
3 shall be accompanied by a statement in detail in separate
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34 column showing the several funds belonging to the city,
35 the amounts drawn on each fund and its present con-
-36 dition; and also the several funded debts and temporary
37 loans of the city, when the same are payable, and the rate
38 of interest of each; and the auditor shall file a copy of
39 every such statement in the office of the city clerk. The
40 auditor shall permit no money to be drawn or expended
41 for which there is no appropriation or which is in excess

12 of any appropriation.

1 Section 43. All purchases and contracts in behalf of
3 the city shall be made upon or accompanied by orders
3 signed by the officer in authority in the department for
4 which the purchase or contract is made and by the auditor,
5 and if any purchase or contract involves an amount ex-

6 ceeding one hundred dollars, then said order or contract
7 shall also be signed by the mayor.

1 Section 44. No administrative board or officer shall
2 make purchases or contract any indebtedness in behalf
3 of the city, except on requisitions drawn upon the auditor.
4 Each department shall have books of such requisition
5 blanks, made in duplicate and numbered consecutively,
6 the original to remain in the department book and the

7 duplicate to be transmitted to the city auditor. The
8 auditor, upon receipt of said requisitions, shall draw the

11 orders upon blanks provided therefor; said blank
10 bound in book form, made in duplicate, numbered con

11 secutively and bearing the requisition number thereon.

12 Both the order and requisition shall state the department
13 from which they issue, the appropriation to which the

14 expenditure is to be charged, the person or persons irom

15 whom the purchase is to be made, the item or items

16 wanted, amount and price of each, terms and cash dis
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17 counts. The original order shall remain in the auditor’s
18 office and the duplicate shall he transmitted to the person
19 or persons upon whom it is drawn, signed by the officer
20 in authority in the department for which the purchase
21 is made and by the auditor or mayor, or both, as herein-
-22 before required. Xo warrant for the payment of orders
23 shall be drawn by the auditor unless the original order
24 and duplicate requisition therefor are on file in the
25 auditor’s office, previously filled out and signed as above
26 required, except that no requisition shall be required for
27 the payment of officers’ salaries, interest, promissory
28 notes, bonded indebtedness, judgments and state aid.

1 Section 45. Xo sum appropriated for a specific pur-
-2 pose shall he expended for any other purpose, and no
3 expenditure shall be made and no liability incurred by or
4 in behalf of the citv until the hoard of aldermen has dulv
5 voted an appropriation sufficient to meet such expenditure
6 or liability, together with all prior liabilities which are
7 payable therefrom, except that after the expiration of the
8 financial year before the making of the regular annual
9 appropriations liabilities payable out of a regular appro-

-10 priation may be incurred for an amount not exceeding
11 one fourth of the total of the appropriation made for
12 similar purposes in the preceding year.

1 Section 46. The several administrative officers and
2 the chairmen of the several boards shall meet together

3 with the mayor once in each month for consultation upon
4 the affairs of the city. The mayor shall preside at such
5 meetings and such officers shall, whenever called upon by
6 the mayor, furnish such information relative to their re-

7 spective departments as he may require.
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1 Section 47. Any office established by or under this
2 act shall become vacant if the incumbent thereof ceases
3 to be a resident of the city or shall be convicted of a crime
4 punishable by imprisonment.

1 Section 48. The board of aldermen shall establish by
2 ordinance the salary or compensation of all city officers,
3 but after the first municipal year no ordinance changing
4 any such salary or compensation shall take effect until
5 the municipal year succeeding that in which the ordinance
6 is passed.

1 Section 49. All persons holding office in the city at
2 the time when this act takes effect and becomes of force
3 therein, as herein provided, shall continue to hold such
4 offices until the organization of the city government, as
5 hereby authorized shall be effected, and until their re-
-6 spective successors shall be chosen and qualified, or uutil
7 the officer or board succeeding to their duties shall be
8 chosen and qualified. Officers and members of the police
9 and fire departments at the time when this act takes effect

10 shall continue to hold their respective offices notwith-
-11 standing the acceptance of this act, but subject to its
12 provisions.

1 Section 50. All general laws in force in the city of
2 Pittsfield, and all special laws heretofore passed with
3 reference to the city and to the town of Pittsfield, and in
4 force in the city at the time of the passage of this act,
5 shall, until altered, amended or repealed, continue in force
6 in the city of Pittsfield, so far as the same are not incon-
-7 sistent herewith.

1 Section 51. All special laws heretofore passed cou-
-2 cerning the fire district in the town of Pittsfield and in
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3 force in the city at the time of the passage of this act,
4 so far as the same are not inconsistent herewith, shall
5 continue in force in the city of Pittsfield until altered,
6 amended or repealed.

1 Section 52. There shall be the following administra-
-2 tive officers, who shall perform the duties by law pre-
-3 scribed for them respectively, and such further duties
4 not inconsistent with the nature of their respective offices
5 and with general laws as the board of aldermen may
6 prescribe:
7 First ■— A city treasurer.
8 Second A collector of taxi

9 Third A city clerk.
10 Fourth A city auditor
11 Fifth A city solicitor.
12 Sixth A city physician
13 Seventh ■—A board of assessors, to consist of three
14 persons.

15 Eighth —A commissioner of public work
16 Ninth —A superintendent of the poor.
17 Tenth A commissioner of health.

1 Section 53. The mayor shall appoint in January of
2 each year a commissioner of health and a commissioner
3 of public works to serve for the term of three years from
4 the first Monday in February next ensuing and until
5 their successors are appointed.

1 Section 54. The mayor, in January of each year,
2 shall appoint a city solicitor and a city physician, each to
3 serve for the term of one year from the first Monday in

until their successors are4 February next ensuing
5 appointed.

or
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1 Section 55. The mayor, in January, after the first
2 municipal election held under this act, and in January in
3 every third year thereafter, shall appoint a superintendent
4 of the poor to serve for the term of two years from the first
5 Monday in February next ensuing, or until his successor
6 is appointed. The superintendent of the poor shall have
7 the powers and perform the duties of overseers of the
b poor.

1 Section 50. It shall he the duty of the mayor to ap-
-2 point in January of each municipal year all the officers
3 for whose appointment or election no provision is other-
-4 wise made herein, and all those for whom provision shall
5 hereafter be made as hereinbefore provided, and their
6 terms of office shall begin on the first Monday in Febru-
-7 arv and shall continue for one year or for such other
8 period as the board of aldermen shall by ordinance in
9 any case provide. Every administrative officer shall,

10 unless sooner removed, hold office until his successor i
11 appointed and qualified.

1 Section 57. Any administrative officer appointed by
2 the mayor, except the officers and members of the police
3 force and the officers and members of the fire department.
4 may be removed by the mayor upon charges in writing
5 preferred against him, after a public hearing thereon, at
6 which hearing the officer may appear and be represented

bv counsel and witnesses may be heard and examined.
8 After such hearing, if it appears to the mayor that the
9 public service requires the removal of such officer, ho

10 shall file an order therefor in the office of the city clerk,
11 stating the grounds for removal, and a copy thereof shall
12 be served upon the officer removed, either personally or
13 at his last or usual place of residence, and the removal
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14 shall take effect upon the filing of such order with the
15 city clerk. The city clerk shall keep such order on file
16 and subject to public inspection.

1 Section 58. The several administrative boards and
2 officers having charge of departments shall, within their
3 respective departments, employ all labor, make and ex-
-4 ecute all necessary contracts, purchase all materials and
5 supplies, have charge of the construction, alteration and
6 repair of all public buildings and works, have the entire
7 care, custody and management of all public works, in-
-8 stitutions, buildings and other property, and shall, in
9 general, have the immediate direction and control of all

30 executive and administrative business; and they shall at
13 all times be accountable for the proper discharge of their
12 duties to the mayor as the chief executive officer of the
13 city.

1 Section 59. The administrative boards and officers
specified in section fifty-two, and every administrative
board and officer hereafter established by the board of

4 aldermen and having charge of a department, shall have
5 the power, except as otherwise provided herein, to appoint
6 and employ and to discharge and remove all subordinate
7 officers, clerks and assistants in their respective depart-
-8 ments; and they shall keep a record, open to public in-
9 spection, of all persons so appointed and employed and

10 of all discharged and removed, and, in case of discharge

13 and removal, of the grounds therefor.

3 Section GO. Every administrative board, through its
2 chairman, and every officer having charge of a depart-
-3 ment, shall, at the request of the board of aldermen,
4 appear before it and give such information as it may
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5 require, in relation to any matter, act or thing connected
6 with the discharge of the duties of such board or office;
7 and when requested to appear the officer Avho appears
8 shall have the right to speak upon all matters under con-
-9 sideration relating to his department.

1 Section 61. All administrative officers shall be sworn
2 to the faithful discharge of their respective duties, and
3 certificates of their oaths shall he made and kept in the
4 office of the city clerk; and all such hoards and other
5 officers shall keep a record of their official transactions,
6 and such record shall be open to public inspection.

2 city treasurer, collector of taxes, the city auditor, the
3 superintendent of poor, and such other officers as are
4 intrusted with the receipt, care or disbursement of money,
5 to give bonds with such security as it shall deem proper,
6 for the faithful discharge of their respective duties.

1 Section 63. The commissioner of public works shall
2 have the powers of a surveyor of highways and of a tree
3 warden of a town, and shall be the general superintendent
4 of the water works, sewers and other public works, and
5 shall have such other powers and duties as the board of
6 aldermen may by ordinance determine

2 have authority to determine the width and material, in-
-3 eluding the curbstone, of all sidewalks on the public
4 streets and ways of the city, having due reference to the
5 established grades of said streets and ways; and to con-

6 struct, reconstruct and repair such sidewalks, in accord-
-7 ance with such determination. Upon the completion of

1 Section 64. The commissioner of public works shall

1 Section 62. The board of aldermen shall require the
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8 any sidewalk by said commissioner or upon the comple-
-9 tion of the reconstruction of repair of any sidewalk, said

10 commissioner shall ascertain, determine and certify to the
11 assessors of taxes the whole expense of such making, re-
-12 construction or repair. If, in the opinion of the assessors
13 of taxes, any land receives a benefit or advantage there-
-14 from beyond the general advantage to all land in the
15 city, the assessors shall determine the value of such ben-
-16 efit or advantage to such land, and assess upon the same,
17 unless it be by law exempt from taxation, a proportional
18 share of the cost of such making, reconstruction or repair,
19 whether such land abuts upon such sidewalks or not: but
20 no such assessment shall exceed one half the amount of
21 such adjudged benefit or advantage. The assessors shall
22 have the authority given by law to the selectmen or road
23 commissioners of towns to adjudicate upon the question
24 of damages sustained by an owner of land adjoining
25 such sidewalk, by reason of the construction, reeonstruc-
-26 tion or repair thereof.

1 Section 65. All assessments so made by said assessors
2 shall constitute a lien on the real estate assessed for two
3 years from the time of the assessment and for one year
4 after the final determination of any suit or proceeding in
5 which the amount or validity of such assessment shall be
6 drawn in question. Every such assessment shall be re-
-7 corded in books to be kept for that purpose, and a list
8 thereof shall be committed by the assessors for collection
9 to the collector of taxes. The collector forthwith shall

10 publish said list once each week for three successive weeks
11 in some newspaper published in the city, and shall, on
12 or before the day of last publication thereof, demand pay-
-13 ment of the same of the owner or occupant of the land
14 assessed, if known to him and within his precinct. If
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15 any such assessment shall not he paid within three months
16 from the last publication of said list he shall levy the
17 same, with incidental costs and expenses, by sale of the
18 land, such sales to be conducted in the same manner as
19 sales of land, for non-payment of taxes; and in making
20 such sales the collector, the city and its officers, shall have
21 all the powers and privileges conferred by the general
22 laws of the commonwealth upon collectors of taxes, and
23 upon cities and towns and their officers, relating to sales
24 of land for the non-payment of taxes.

1 Section 66. Every assessment made by the assessors
2 which is invalid by reason of any error or irregularity
3 in the assessment, and which has not been paid, or which
4 has been recovered hack, or which has been enforced by
5 an invalid sale, may be reassessed by the assessors for the
6 time being, to the just amount for which and upon the
7 land upon which such assessment ought at first to have
8 been assessed; and the assessment thus reassessed shall he
9 payable, and shall be collected and enforced, in the same

10 manner as other assessments.

ELECTIONS,

1 Section 67. At the first municipal election held uudei
2 this act one assessor shall he elected to serve for the three
3 municipal years, one for the two municipal years and
4 one for the municipal year next ensuing, and thereafter
5 one assessor shall be elected at each municipal election
6 to serve for the three municipal years next ensuing and
7 until his successor is elected and qualified. At the first
8 municipal election held under this act there shall he

9 elected a city clerk and a city treasurer to serve for the
10 term of three years, a collector of taxes to serve for the
11 term of two years, and a city auditor to serve for the term
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12 of one year, from the first Monday in February next
13 ensuing; and thereafterward such of these officers whose
14 term of office shall expire on the first Monday of the fol-
-15 lowing February, shall be elected at each municipal elec-
-16 tion to serve for the three years next ensuing, after the
17 expiration of such term. The term of office of all such
18 officers shall begin on the first Monday in February next
19 after their election and they shall continue in office until
20 the election and qualification of their successor, unless
21 sooner removed by due process of law. Vacancies in
22 such offices shall be filled by appointment of the mayor,
23 except as hereinafter provided, the officers so appointed to
24 continue in office until the beginning of the next munici-
-25 pal year, or until the vacancy is filled at an election as
26 hereinafter provided. If a vacancy in any such office

27 shall occur prior to the time nominations may be made
28 for the following municipal election or any special elec-
-29 tion held for the election of the mayor or a member of
30 the board of aldermen, as herein provided, the board of
31 aldermen shall declare a vacancy to exist and thereupon
32 shall cause a new election to be held to fill the same at
33 the time of such municipal or special election. The per-
-34 son so elected shall at once be sworn and shall enter upon
35 the duties of the office, and shall hold the office for the
36 unexpired term.

1 Section 68. The annual city election shall be held
2 on the second Tuesday in December. Every special city
3 election shall be held on a Tuesday. A preliminary elec-
-4 tion shall be held on the third Tuesday preceding every
5 annual election, and on the third Tuesday preceding
6 every special city election at which an officer is to be

elected
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1 Section 69. The mode of nomination and election of
2 all elective officers of the city to be voted for at any
3 municipal election shall be as follows and not otherwise.
4 Nominations of candidates to be voted for at elections
5 shall be made at a preliminary election. No special
6 election for the election of a mayor or eldermen shall be
7 held until after the expiration of forty days from the
8 calling of the preliminary election.

1 Section TO. The name of a candidate shall be printed
2 upon the ballot at a preliminary election, when his state-

11 ment and petition of nomination shall be filed in the
4 manner and form and under the conditions hereinafter

set forth.

4 to the preliminary election, file with the city clerk a
5 statement in writing of his candidacy for the nomination

6 to the office in substantially the following form:

Statement of Candidate.

8 I, ,on oath declare that I reside at
9 (number if any) on (name of street) in the city of Pitts-

10 field; that I am a voter therein, qualified to vote for a
11 candidate for the office hereinafter mentioned; that I
12 am a candidate for nomination for the office of (mayor,
13 alderman or member of the school committee) city clerk,
14 city treasurer, tax collector, auditor and assessor for
15 (state the term) to be voted for at the preliminary elec-
-16 tion to be held on Tuesday, the day of

1 Section 71. Any person qualified to vote for a candi-
-2 date for mayor, aldermen or member of the school com-
-3 mittee, or other candidates, may at least ten days prior

19 . I request that my name be printed as
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18 such candidate on the official ballots to be used at the
19 preliminary election.
20 (Signed)

nwealth of Massachusetts.21 Comm

22 Berkshire, ss.
23 Subscribed and sworn to on this day of 19
24 before me, (Signed)

25 Justice of the Peace (or Notary Public).

26 The candidate shall, at the same time, file therewith a
27 petition signed by at least twenty-five voters of the city
28 qualified to vote for a candidate for such office, which
29 shall be in substantially the following form:
30 Petition accompanying statement of candidate.
31 Whereas (name of candidate) is a candidate for nomi-
32 nation for the office of (mayor, alderman, or member of
33 the school committee, city clerk, city treasurer, tax col-
34 lector, auditor, assessor) for (state the term), we, the
35 undersigned voters of the city of Pittsfield, duly qualified
36 to vote for a candidate for said office, do hereby request
37 that the name of said (name of candidate) as a candidate
38 for nomination for said office, be printed on the official
39 ballots to be used at the preliminary election to be held
40 on the Tuesday of , 19Tuesday of ,19

41 Names of Voters. Street number if any. Street.
42
43

44

45 No acceptance by a candidate for nomination named
46 in such petition shall be necessary for its validity and
47 the petition need not be sworn to.

1 Section 72. Women who are qualified to vote for
2 members of the school committee may be candidates for
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1

3 nomination to that office at any preliminary election at
h which candidates for nomination for that office are to be
5 voted for, and at such preliminary election, may vote for,
6 and only for, candidates for nomination for that office.
7 They shall file the statement of candidate hereinbefore
8 described, and the petition accompanying the statement
9 of the candidate in all cases where the same is herein

10 required to be filed by male candidates for nomination
11 for that office.

1 Section 73. On the first day, not being Sunday or a
2 legal holiday, following the expiration of the time for the
3 filing of the statements and petitions above described, the
4 city clerk shall cause to he published in one or more
5 newspapers published in the city, the names and resi-
-6 denees of the candidates for nomination, who have duly
7 filed statements and petitions and the office and terms for
8 which they are candidates for nomination, as they are to
9 appear on the official ballots to be used at the preliminary

10 election, the city clerk shall thereupon prepare and cause
11 to be printed the ballots to be used at the preliminary
12 election, and such ballots shall be the official ballots and
13 the only ballots used at the preliminary election. They
14 shall be headed as follows:

Official Pkeliminaky Ballot.15

16 Candidates for nomination for mayor, aldermen, school
17 committee, city clerk, city treasurer, tax collector, audi-
-18 tor, assessor of the city of Pittsfield, at the preliminary
19 election held on the day of , in the
20 year 19 . (The heading shall be varied in accordance
21 with the offices for which nominations are to he made.)

1 Section 74. The name of each person who has file
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2 a statement and accompanying petition as aforesaid, and
3 his residence and the title and terra of the office for
4 which he is a candidate for nomination, shall be printed
5 on the ballots, and the names of no other candidates shall
6 be printed thereon. Special ballots headed:

Official Preliminary Balloi

8 Candidates for nomination for members of the school
9 committee of the city of Pittsfield, at the preliminary

10 election for nominations, held on the day of
11 in the year 19 , and containing the names
12 and residences of the same candidates for nomination for
13 member of the school committee as are on the regular
14 official ballots and the title and term of that office shall
15 be prepared in like manner for the use of women quali-
-16 lied to vote for members of the school committee.

1 Section 75. No party or political designation or
2 mark shall be added to the name of any candidate or
3 otherwise printed upon any ballot to be used either at
4 a preliminary election or at an annual or special city elec-
-5 tion, nor shall there be anything to show how a candidate
6 was nominated or indicating his views or opinions.

1 Section 76. Voters qualified to vote at a city election
2 shall be qualified to vote at a preliminary election.

1 Section 77. On the first day, not being Sunday or a
2 legal holiday, following such preliminary election, the
3 city clerk shall canvass the returns made by the election
4 officers, and shall forthwith determine the result of the
5 canvass, and publish the same in one or more newspapers
6 published in the city.
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1 Section 78. The two persons receiving at a prelimi
nary election the highest number of votes for nomination

3 for an office shall be the candidates, and except as other-
-4 wise provided by law, the only candidates for that office

whose names shall be printed on the official ballots to
6 be used at the, election for the making of the nomina-

tions for which the preliminary election was held. If
two or more persons are to be elected to the same office

9 at an election the several persons to a number equal to
10 twice the number so to be elected receiving, at the pre-
-11 liminary election, the highest number of votes for nomi-
-12 nation for that office, or all said persons, if less than
13 twice the number of those so to be elected, shall be the
14 candidates, and the only candidates for that office whose
15 names shall be printed on the official ballots to be used
16 at such election.

1 Section 79. No acceptance of a nomination made at
2 a preliminary election shall be necessary for the validity

of such nomination.

1 Section 80. At city elections other than preliminary
2 elections, the person receiving the highest number of

votes for an office shall be deemed and declared elected
4 to such office, and if two or more persons are to be elected
5 to the same office the several persons, to the number to
fi be chosen to such office, receiving the highest number of
7 votes shall be deemed and declared to be elected; but per-
-8 sons receiving the same number of votes shall not be
9 deemed to be elected if therebv a greater number would

10 be elected than are by law to be chosen.

PITTSFIELD CITY CHARTER

1 Section 81. Spaces shall be provided on ballot for
2 questions which may be submitted to the voters
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1 Section 82. The provisions of law relating to elec-
-2 tion officers, voting places for elections, election appara-

tus and blanks, calling and conduct of elections, manner
4 of voting at elections, counting and recounting of votes
5 at elections, corrupt practices and penalties shall apply
6 to preliminary elections, except as is otherwise provided
7 in this act.

1 Section 83. Ao informalities in the conduct of mu-
2 nieipal elections shall invalidate the same, if they have
3 been fairly conducted and in substantial conformity with
4 the requirements of law.

1 Section 84. Except as otherwise provided in this act,
2 the laws of the commonwealth governing annual city elec-
-3 tions, special elections of city officers and special elections
4 in cities, shall, so far as they may be applicable, govern
5 such elections in the city.

KECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICEES.

1 Section 85. Any holder of an elective office whether
2 elected thereto or appointed to fill a vacancy may be re-

3 called and removed therefrom by the qualified voters of
4 the city as herein provided.

1 Section BG. Any qualified voter of the city may make
2 and file with the city clerk an affidavit containing the
3 name of the officer sought to be removed, and a statement
4 of the grounds upon which removal is sought. The clerk
5 shall thereupon deliver to the voter making such affidavit
6 a sufficient number of copies of petitions for such recall
7 and removal, printed forms of which shall be kept in his
8 office. Such petitions shall be issued by the clerk with
9 his signature and official seal thereto attached: they shall
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10 be dated and addressed to the city council, shall contain
1 1 the name of the person to whom issued, the number of
12 forms so issued, the name of the person sought to be re-
-13 moved, the office from which his removal is sought and
11 the grounds of such removal as stated in said affidavit,
15 and shall demand the election of the successor to such
16 office. A copy of the petition shall be entered in a record
17 book to be kept in the office of said clerk, h'o defect in
18 said form or record shall invalidate the same. The re-

19 call petition must be returned and filed with said clerk
20 within thirty days after its issuance. Petitions to bo
21 effective shall be signed by qualified voters equal in

2 number to at least twenty per cent of the last precedin
vote cast for all the candidates for governor of the com-

2-1 monwealth by the voters of the citv. Every voter who
25 signs such petition shall sign it in person with his full
26 surname, his Christian name and the initial of everv

27 other name which he may have and shall add thereto his
28 residence on the previous first day of April with tin
20 street and number thereof, if any.

30 Such signatures need not all be on the paper. One of
31 the signers of each such paper shall make an affidavit
32 thereto, upon information and belief that the statements
33 therein contained are true, and that each signature ap-
-3d pended to the paper is the genuine signature of the per-
-35 son whose name it purports to he. All such papers for
36 the recall of any one officer shall be fastened together and
37 filed as one instrument, with the indorsement thereon of
38 the names and addresses of three persons designated as
39 filing the same.

1 Section 87. Within ten days from the filing of thf
2 petition the clerk, with the assistance of the registrars

of voters, shall ascertain by examination thereof and of
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4 the registration books and election returns whether the
5 petition is signed by the requisite number of qualified
6 voters, and shall attach thereto a certificate showing the
7 result of such examination. The council shall make an
8 appropriation to be expended by the clerk for such extra
9 help as may be necessary in carrying out the provision

10 for the recall of an officer. If the clerk’s certificate shows
11 the petition to be insufficient, he shall, within said ten
12 days, so notify in writing one or more of the persons
13 designated on the petition as filing the same; and the
14 petition may be amended at any time within ten days
15 from the filing of the certificate. The clerk shall, within
16 ten days after such amendment, make like examination of
17 the amended petition, and attach thereto a certificate of
18 the result. If still insufficient or if no amendment is
19 made, the clerk shall return the petition to one of the per-
-20 sons designated thereon as filing it without prejudice,
21 however, to filing of a new petition for the same purpose.

1 Section 88. If the petition or amended petition shall
2 be found and certified by the clerk to be sufficient, he
3 shall, without delay, submit the name to the aldermen.
4 If the officer sought to be removed does not resign within
5 five days thereafter, the aldermen shall thereupon order
6 an election to be held not less than sixty nor more than
7 seventy days from the date of the clerk’s certificate that
8 a sufficient petition is filed: provided, however, that if
9 any other municipal election is to occur within ninety

10 davs from the date of the clerk’s certificate, the aldermen
11 may, in its discretion, postpone the holding of the removal
12 election to the date of such other municipal election. If
13 a vacancy occurs in said office after the removal election
14 has been ordered, the election shall nevertheless proceed.
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1 Section 89. An officer sought to be removed may be
2 a candidate to succeed himself and unless such officer
3 otherwise requests in writing, the clerk shall place his
4 name on the official ballot nomination. The nomination
5 of other candidates, the publication of the warrant for
6 the removal election, and the conduct of the same shall
7 all be in accordance with the provisions of this act which
8 relates to elections. The candidates receiving the highes
9 number of votes shall be deemed to be elected.

1 Section 90. The incumbent shall continue to perform
2 the duties of his office until the determination of the re-

3 suit of the removal election. If then elected, he shall
4 continue in office during his unexpired term, subject,
5 however, to recall. If not then elected, he shall be deemed
6 removed upon the qualification of his successor, who shall
7 hold office during the unexpired term. If the successor
8 fails to qualify within ten days after receiving notifica-
-9 tion of his election, the incumbent shall thereupon be

10 deemed removed and the office vacant.

1 Section 91. Ho person who has been removed from
2 office by recall or who has resigned from such office while
3 recall proceedings were pending against him shall be
4 appointed to any office by the aldermen within one year
5 after such removal by recall or resignation.

1 Section 92. In the warrant for removal election
2 there shall be printed in not more than two hundred
3 words the reasons-for demanding the recall of the officer
4 as set forth in the recall petition and in not more than
5 two hundred words the officer may justify his course in
(3 office.
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3 mitted to the aldermen by petition signed by qualified
3 voters of the city equal in number to the percentage here-
-4 inafter required. The procedure in respect of such pe-
5 tition shall be the same as provided in sections forty-
-6 seven and forty-eight with such modification as the nature
7 of the ease requires, except that no blank forms shall be
8 furnished or preliminary affidavit made.
9 If the petition accompanying the proposed ordinance

10 be signed by qualified voters equal in number to at least
11 twenty per cent of the last preceding vote cast in the city
12 for all candidates for governor of the commonwealth and
13 contains a request that said proposed ordinance be sub-
-14 mitted to a vote of the people, if not passed by the coun-
-15 cil, the clerk shall thereupon ascertain and certify its
16 number of qualified signers; whereupon, if such certifi-
-17 cate shows the required number of qualified signers, the
18 council shall, within twentv davs thereafter, either
19 (a) Pass said ordinance without alteration (subject
20 to the referendum vote provided by section fifty-five).
21 ( b ) Call a special election unless a general municipal
22 election is to be held within ninety days thereafter and
23 at such general or special municipal election said pro-
-24 posed ordinance shall be submitted without alteration to
25 the vote of the qualified voters of the city.
26 If the petition be signed by qualified voters equal in
27 number to at least ten per cent and less than twenty per
28 cent of the last preceding vote cast in the city for all
29 candidates for governor of the commonwealth, as shown
30 in the manner hereinbefore provided, and said proposed
31 ordinance be not passed without alteration by the council
32 within twenty days as hereinbefore provided, then such
33 proposed ordinance, without alteration, shall be sub-

1 Section 93. Any proposed ordinance may be sub-
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34 mitted by the council to popular vote at the next annual
35 election.

1 Suction 94. Yo ordinances passed by the council shall
2 take effect before ten days after its final passage and final
3 publication except an emergency ordinance as provided
4 in section nineteen. If, within said ten days, a petition
5 signed by qualified electors of the city, equal in number
6 to at least twenty per cent of the last preceding vote cast
7 in the city for all candidates for governor of the common-
-8 wealth, he presented to the council protesting against the
9 passage of such ordinance or any part thereof, the same

10 shall thereupon and thereby be suspended from taking
11 effect. The aldermen shall immediately reconsider such
12 ordinance and, if the same be not entirely repealed, the
13 aldermen shall submit it, by the method herein provided,
14 to a vote of the qualified voters of the city, either at the
15 next general municipal election, or at a special election
16 which they, in their discretion, may call for that pur-
-17 pose, and such ordinance shall not take effect unless a
18 majority of the qualified electors, voting upon the same
19 at such election, shall vote in favor thereof.
20 The procedure in respect of such referendum petition
21 shall be the same as provided in sections forty-seven and
22 forty-eight, with such modifications as the nature of the
23 case requires, except that no blank forms shall be fur-
-24 nished or preliminary affidavit made. ,

1 Section 95. The aldermen may, of their own motion,

2 submit to popular vote for adoption or rejection at a gen-
-3 eral or special municipal election, any proposed ordinance
4 or measure or a proposition for the repeal or amendment
5 of any ordinance in the same manner and with the same

6 force and effect as herein provided for submission on
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7 petition. If the provisions of two proposed ordinances or
8 measures submitted at the same election are inconsistent,
9 then the ballot shall be so printed that the voter

10 First: May choose between any measure or none, and
11 Second: May express his preference between one and the
12 other.
13 If a majority of the votes on the first question is
14 affirmative, then the measure receiving the largest num-
-15 her of votes shall become law.

Section 96. The city clerk shall print and distribute
to each voter a sample together with the text of every
measure to be submitted to a vote of the people.

1
9

■i

The ballots used when voting upon such proposed ordi-
nance shall state the nature of the ordinance in terms

4
o

sufficient to show the substance thereof. If a majority
of the qualified electors voting on such proposed ordinance
shall vote in favor thereof, the same thereupon becomes
an ordinance of the city.

6

i

8

9

Provision shall be made on each ballot for voting upon
all proposed ordinances submitted at that election. The
questions relating to proposed ordinances shall be printed
on the ballots after the list of candidates, if there be any.
There shall not be held, under the provisions of sections
fifty-four to fifty-seven, more than one special election in
any period of six months.

10

11
12
13

14
15

16

Xo ordinance adopted by popular vote shall be repealed
or amended except by popular vote. The council may by
ordinance make such regulations not inconsistent here-
with as it may deem necessary to carry out the provisions
of sections fifty-four to fiftv-seven.

17
18

19
20

21

Sectl’iox 97. The mayor, aldermen and common ooun-
cilmen and the city clerk in office when this act takes•7
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3 effect, shall comply with all the requirements of this act
4 relating to elections to the end that all things may be
5 done necessary to the nomination and election of the
6 officers first to be elected under the provisions of this act.

1 Section 98. All special acts and parts of special acts
2 applying to the city of Pittsfield inconsistent with this
3 act are hereby repealed; and all general acts and parts
4 of general acts inconsistent herewith shall not hereafter
5 apply to the city of Pittsfield: 'provided, that such repeal
6 shall not affect any act done or any right accruing or
7 accrued or established, or any suit or proceeding had or
8 begun in any civil case before the time when such repeal
9 takes effect and that no offences committed and no penalty

10 or forfeitures incurred under the acts or parts of acts
11 hereby repealed shall be affected by such repeal; and, pro-
-12 vided, also, that all persons who, at the time said repeal
13 takes effect, shall hold any office under said acts, shall
14 continue to hold the same according to the tenure thereof
15 except as is otherwise provided herein, and provided, also,
16 that all ordinances of the city of Pittsfield in force at
17 the time when said repeal takes effect, and not incon-
-18 sistent with the provisions of this act, shall continue in
19 force until the same are repealed or amended, and all the
20 officers elected under such ordinances shall continue in
21 office according to the tenure thereof, except as is other-
-22 wise provided herein.

1 Section 99. The question of the acceptance of this
2 act shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the city
3 of Pittsfield at the annual state election in the present
4 year. The vote shall be taken by ballot in accordance
5 with the provisions of chapter eleven of the Revised Laws
C and of acts in amendment thereof and in addition thereto,



1914.] HOUSE —No. 1924. 39

7 so far as the same shall be applicable, in answer to the
8 question: Shall an act, passed by the general court in
9 the year nineteen hundred and thirteen, entitled “An

10 act to revise the charter of the city of Pittsfield ”, be
11 accepted ? and the affirmative votes of a majority voting
12 thereon shall be required for its acceptance. If so ac-
-13 cepted, so much thereof as relates to elections hereunder,
14 shall apply to the annual election, which shall be held on
15 the third Tuesday in December in the year nineteen hun-
16 dred and thirteen, and this act shall take full effect on
17 the first Monday in January next ensuing.

1 Section 100. So much of this act as authorizes its
3 submission to the legal voters of the city shall take effect
3 upon its passage, but it shall not take further effect un-
4 less accepted as herein prescribed.




