
HOUSE No. 1933

Bill accompanying the petition of Charles H. Morrill that minority
political parties have representation on certain boards of election

ieers. Election Laws. January

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourtee:

AN ACT
To provide for the Representation of Minority Political

Parties on Certain Boards of Election Officers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever hereafter a candidate of any

if one of the two leading2 political party, other than
3 political parties, receives inn an annual state election ten

last at such election, that party4 per cent of the total votes
5 shall be entitled to a repre entative on the ballot law com-

dnted in the following June or
ribed in section two hundred

mission, who shall be appe
July in the manner pre,

8 and eleven of chapter cig
9 the acts of the \rear nin

ht hundred and thirty-five of
teen hundred and thirteen ;

if necessary, be increased in10 and the commission shall
11 number for that purpose
12 such office, it shall be tiller

and it a vacancy occurs i

1 in like manner.

die Commontoealti) of Massachusetts.
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1 Section 2. In any city or town in which, at the

2 annual state, city or town election, a candidate of any
political party, other than of one of the two leading

4 political parties, shall receive ten per cent of the total
5 votes cast at such election, there shall be appointed
6 from that party to serve at the elections held the follow-

ing year in such city or town, if requested by its city or
8 town committee, one or more election officers in each

1 voting precinct or district thereof; in any ward, pre
10 cinct or district in which, at an annual state, city or

11 town election, a candidate of any political party, other
12 than of one of the two leading political parties, shall
13 receive ten per cent of the total votes cast at such elec-

14 tion, there shall be appointed from such political party,
15 to serve at the elections held the following year in each
16 said ward, precinct or district, if requested by the city
17 or town committee of said political party, one or more

18 election officers. Such officer or officers shall he ap-
19 pointed in the manner specified in sections two hundred
20 and twenty-six, two hundred and twenty-seven and two
21 hundred and twenty-eight of chapter eight hundred and

22 thirty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 thirteen ; and the equality ofrepresentation provided for

24 in the first sentence of said section two hundred and
25 twenty-eight need not be maintained, if an appoint
6 ment made under authority of this section renders it

npractical)!

Section 3. Whenever hereafter a candidate of any
political party, other than of one of the two leading-
political parties, shall cast in the annual state election in
the cityr of Boston three per cent of the total votes cast
at such election, there shall be appointed within one
month thereafter, from that political party, one or more
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7 persons to serve on the board of election commissioners
8 of Boston, in accordance with the provisions of section
9 seventy-eight of chapter eight hundred, and thirty-five

10 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen and
11 of the sections following said section. The equality of
12 representation provided for in the first sentence of section
13 seventy-nine of said chapter need not be maintained, if
14 an appointment made under authority of this section
15 should render it impracticable. If such an appointment
16 becomes vacant, the vacancy shall be filled in like
17 manner.

1 Section 4. In any city or town designated in sec-
-2 tion twenty-four of said chapter eight hundred and

3 thirty-five, or section twenty-five of said chapter eight
4 hundred and thirty-five, in which at the annual city or
5 town or state election a candidate of any' political party,
6 other then of the two leading political parties, shall

total votes cast at such elec-7 receive ten per cent of the
8 tion, there shall be appoii
9 one month thereafter, if r

ited from that party, within
iquested by its city or town
■sons to serve on the board of10 committee, one or more p-

11 registrars of voters, in accordance with the provisions of
12 said section twenty-four or of said section twenty-five

13 and of the sections following’ said sections, and, if nece

14 sary, the number of such board shall be increased for
15 that purpose

1 Section 5. “Political party”, as used herein, shall
2 have the meaning given to it in section one of chapter
3 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the year

4 nineteen hundred and thirteen

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passag




