
HOUSE No. 1935
Bill accompanying the petition of John Weaver Sherman for an

amendment, of the law authorizing the submission to the voters of
questions of public policy. Election Laws. January 27.

In Hie Year One Thousand Niue Hundred and Fourteen.

AN ACT
Relative to submitting to the Voters on Official Ballots

Questions of Public Policy.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter eight hundred
2 and nineteen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and thirteen is hereby amended by striking out the
i -word “twelve ”, in the first line, and inserting the
o word: three, and by striking out the word “ two ”,
b in the second line, and inserting the word: one, —so
‘ t^iat ’t read as follows: Section 1. On an appli-
-8 cation signed hy three hundred voters in any senatorial
J district, or by one hundred voters in any representative

10 district, asking for the submission to the voters of that
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11 senatorial or representative district of any question of

12 instructions to the senator or representatives from that
13 district, and stating the substance thereof, the secretary
14 of the commonwealth shall determine if such question is
15 one of public policy, and if he shall so determine shall
16 draft it in such simple, unequivocal and adequate form
17 as he shall deem best suited for presentation upon the
18 ballot. Upon the fulfilment of the requirements of this
19 act the secretary shall place such question on the official
20 ballot to be used in that senatorial or representative
21 district at the next state election.

1 Section 2. Section four of chapter eight hundred
2 and twenty of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and thirteen is hereby amended by striking out the
4 words “ at that election ”, in the last line of said section.
5 and inserting in place thereof the words: —on that
6 question, —so that it will read as follows: Section U
7 Jio vote under the provisions of this act shall be regarded
8 as an instruction under article nineteen of the bill of
9 rights of the constitution of the commonwealth unless
10 the question submitted receives a majority of all the
11 votes cast on that question.


