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Bill accompanying the petition of the Women’s Municipal League
relative to limiting the occupancy of cellars and basements in the city

Boston. Mercantile Affairs. January 27.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fourteen.

AN ACT
To limit the Occupancy of Cellars and Basements in the

City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixty-eight of chapter five hundred
2 and fifty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seven is
3 hereby amended hy striking out the words “in tenement
4 houses hereafter erected ”, in the first line thereof, and
5 inserting after the word “ room ”, in the second line
6 thereof, the words: —in the cellar of any building shall
7 be occupied for living purposes; and no room, —so that
8 it shall read as follows: Section 68. No room in the
9 cellar of any building shall be occupied for living pur-

-10 poses, and no room in the basement shall be occupied for
11 living purposes unless all the following conditions are
12 complied with:
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13 (1) Such room shall be at least eight and one half feet
14 high in every part from the floor to the ceiling.
15 (2) There shall be appurtenant to such room the use
16 of a separate water closet, constructed and arranged as
17 required by section sixty-nine.
18 (3) Such room shall have a window or windows open-
-19 ing upon the street, an alley or open passageway not less
20 than fifteen feet in width, a railroad right of way, ceme-
-21 tery or public park or upon a yard or court. The total
22 area of windows in such room shall be at least one eighth
23 of the floor area of the room, and one half of the sash
24 shall be made to open full width, and the top of each
25 window shall be within six inches of the ceiling.

26 (4) The floor of such room shall be damp-proof and
27 water-proof, and all walls surrounding such room shall
28 be damp-proof.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


