
HOUSE No. 2428

House of Representatives, April 3, 1914.

The committee on Social Welfare, to whom was referred
the report of the State Board of Health and the State Board
of Insanity relative to an investigation of impediments to
marriage (Senate, Ho. 98), report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

ALLISOH G. CATHEROH.

Messrs. Edward E. McLaughlin of Boston and Morrill
if Haverhill, of the House, dissent.

Clje CommontoealtJ) of e^assacljusetts.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Contracting of Marriages.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter one hundred and
2 fifty-one of the Revised Laws is hereby amended so as
3to read as follows: • Section 5. An insane person, an
4 idiot, an imbecile, or a feeble-minded person, or a person
5 suffering from syphilis or gonorrhoea in their communi-
-6 cable stages, shall not be capable of contracting marriage.
7 The validity of a marriage shall not be questioned by
,8 reason of the insanity, idiocy, imbecility, or feeble-mind-
-9 edness, or the syphilis or gonorrhoea of either party in

10 the trial of a collateral issue, and shall be raised only
11 in a process instituted in the lifetime of both parties to
12 test such validity.

1 Section 2. Section thirteen of chapter one hundred
2 and fifty-one of the Revised Laws is hereby amended so

3 as to read as follows: Section 13. The issue of a mar-

-4 riage which is declared void by reason of the nonage,
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6 syphilis or gonorrhoea of either party shall be the legiti-
-7 mate issue of the parent who was capable of contracting
8 the marriage.

1 Section 3. Section fifteen of chapter one hundred
2 and fifty-one of the Revised Laws is hereby amended so
3 as to read as follows: Section 15. Upon or after a
4 decree of nullity, the court shall have similar power to
5 make orders relative to the care, custody and mainte-
-6 nance of the minor children of the parties and relative
7 to the granting of alimony or estate in the nature of
8 alimony to either party as in the case of a divorce.

1 Section 4. Section one of chapter seven hundred
2 and fifty-two of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and thirteen is hereby amended so as to read as follows:
4-— Section 1. The secretary of the commonwealth shall
5 furnish to the clerk or registrar of every city or town a
6 printed list of all legal impediments to marriage, and it
7 shall be the duty of the city or town clerk or registrar
8 forthwith to post and thereafter to maintain the same in
9 a conspicuous place in his office and to give to such appli-

10 cants for a marriage license a suitable printed list of
11 such impediments.




