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Executive Department Boston, July 1, 1914.

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives
I return herewith without my approval House Bill 269

“ Relative to the Price of Gas in the East Boston District
of the City of Boston.”

This bill would fix by legislative action the price of gas
supplied by the East Boston Gas Company to consumers in
East Boston. There is now pending before the Gas and
Electric Light Commission an investigation into this sub-
ject, and a decision may be expected from this hoard as soon
as this legislation is disposed of.

The serious objection to this hill is that it destroys a
policy inaugurated by the Commonwealth several years ago
and which has been adhered to with satisfactory results up
to the present time. The legislature of 1885 created a
Board of Gas and Electric Light Commissioners for the
express purpose, among others, of supervising and regulating
prices charged by the gas companies of the state, and which
was invested with ample inquisitorial powers to that end.
Out of many cases of this kind which have been brought to
the attention of the hoard in its nearly thirty years existence
only in very rare instances has the board failed to require
a reduction in price.

Within the last few months, while this bill has been pend-
ing, decisions of this board in the eases of two other com-
panies have been made which involved an annual reduction
of fully forty thousand dollars to the communities interested.
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To pass peremptory legislation of this kind while a de-

cision is pending in this board is destructive of sound busi-
ness policy and is sure to shake the confidence of the general
public in commissions which are tribunals established for the
purpose of investigating and deciding questions of this char-
acter.

Had a hearing been held and a decision made by this
board, which decision was before the legislature for review,
it then could very properly be argued that the legislature,
being the court of last resort, could properly take action and
remedy any injustice discovered. It cannot even be claimed
in this case that there has been any long delay upon the part
of the commission in dealing with the matter because the
record shows that the last hearing in the case was held upon
April 27th, and a decision would undoubtedly have been
made before this time were it not that the commission through
courtesy to the legislature did not deem it proper to act while
a higher tribunal was considering the same problem.

Another serious objection to this bill is that it provides
only for a reduction of the price of gas to those consumers
who are furnished gas in that section of Boston known as
East Boston by the East Boston Gas Company. The people
of the city of Chelsea are supplied with gas by this same
company, and if a reduction is to be made to the people of
East Boston the people of Chelsea are likewise entitled to a
reduction. Therefore, this bill is discriminative and incom-
plete and such legislation cannot be defended from any
standpoint. This discrimination is more apparent when in-
formation discloses the fact that forty-six per cent of the
customers of the East Boston Gas Company live in the city
of Chelsea. As any decision made by the Gas and Electric
Light Commission will relate to the price of gas for the
people of Chelsea as well as those of East Boston, it is very
evident that fairness and justice should compel the legisla-
ture to await the decision of the commission before legislating
for one portion of the community served by the company.

I fully appreciate the desire of the gas consumers in East
Boston for a lower price and the fact that those who have
promoted this bill believe that the price named in it would
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be fair. I recognize that they have a right to be supplied
with gas at a reasonable compensation for such service, and
it may be that even a lower price than that named in this bill
should be required.

The unwisdom of this legislation would be most apparent
if, after the legislature adjourns, the commission should make
a decision fixing tire rate for East Boston and Chelsea at even
less than that provided in this bill for a portion of the com-
munity served.
I am a firm believer in strict, honest, intelligent, and

courageous regulation of public sendee corporations. If I
did not believe the Gas and Electric Light Commission was
rendering this kind of service to the Commonwealth it would
be my clear duty to remove its members from public office.
So long as they are rendering faithful and impartial service
I feel it my duty to sustain and uphold them and prevent
legislation which reflects upon their capacity and intelligence
and is likely to lead to a destruction of the sound policy which
is essential and necessary to be preserved both in the interest
of the public and those who invest in Massachusetts public
service corporations. Such legislation as this tends to sub-
stitute unreason for sound judgment and to make impossible
patient and honorable effort to correct abuses.

DAVID I. WALSH.




