
SENATE No. 60

To accompany the petition of Louis F. R. Langelier that the Com-
monwealth be required to furnish cities and towns with voting ma-
chines. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To provide that the Commonwealth shall Furnish

Cities and Towns with Voting Machines.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section two hundred and fifty-one of chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts if the
3 year nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the word “purchase”,
5 in the fifth line, the words: —or lease or request the
6 secretary of the commonwealth to furnish, and
7 by adding at the end thereof the following words:—
8 In case the machines are furnished by the secre-
-9 tary of the commonwealth on request of the city

10 or town, the price thereof shall be paid by the
11 commonwealth, but said city or town shall re-
-12 imburse the commonwealth to the extent of the
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13 cost, so as to read as follows; Section 251.
14 The mayor and aldermen of a city, or the body
15 corresponding thereto, or a town, may, at a
16 meeting held at least thirty days before the
17 primary or election at which the voting machines
18 are to be used, determine upon the purchase or
19 lease or request the secretary of the common-

-20 wealth to furnish one or more voting machines
21 approved as provided in section two hundred and
22 forty-nine, and order the use thereof at primaries
23 and elections of state, city or town officers in such
24 city or town; and thereafter at all primaries and
25 elections of state, city or town officers in that city
26 or town, until otherwise ordered by the aldermen
27 in a city, or the board corresponding thereto, and
28 the selectmen in a town, said machines shall be
29 used at primaries and for the purpose of voting
30 for the officers to be elected at such elections and
31 for taking the vote upon the question of granting
32 licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors and
33 upon other questions submitted to the voters,

34 In Boston, the power to determine upon pur-
-35 chase and order the use of voting machines shall
36 be vested in a board consisting of the election
37 commissioners and the mayor; and the expense
38 so incurred shall be deemed an expense of the
39 election department of the city; and the ma-
-40 chines so purchased shall be used at primaries and
41 elections in that city until otherwise ordered by
42 said commissioners. Machines purchased may

43 be paid for either by appropriation, by the issue
44 and sale of bonds, or by the issue and delivery of



1916.1 SENATE No. 60. 3

45 certificates of indebtedness or other negotiable
46 obligations, of such amounts and payable at such
47 times as shall be determined by the board or
48 officers purchasing the machines.
49 For polling places in which voting machines are
50 to be used no ballot boxes or ballots shall be
51 furnished. In case the machines are furnished
52 by the secretary of the commonwealth on request
■53 of the city or town, the price thereof shall be paid
54 by the commonwealth, but said city or town shall
55 reimburse the commonwealth to the extent of the
56 cost.

AMENDMENT TO THE ELECTION LAWS.

57 An amendment to the election laws with re-

-58 spent to the use of voting machines should pro-
-59 vide that,

60 Any city or town which may vote, by its
61 board of aldermen or council, or selectmen in
62 towns, to purchase or lease voting machines may
63 make a request to the secretary of state for the
64 number of machines desired, who shall have
65 authority to purchase the number and the make
66 of machines selected by the boards of aldermen,
67 council or selectmen respectively.
68 It should provide for the state paying the ini-
-69 tial price of the machines, the state to bear a pro-
-70 portionate amount of the expense and to be
71 reimbursed for the balance by the cities and towns
72 by payments extending over a period of
73 vears

(See Homestead Bill of 1915.)




