
SENATE No. 151

To accompany the petition of Martin Hays that the term of office
of the mayor of the city of Boston be two years instead of four years
Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To provide that the Term of the Mayor of the City

of Boston shall be Two Years and that he shall not
be subject to Recall.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section forty-five of chapter four
2 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and nine is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word "shall”, in the first line,
5 the words: beginning with the municipal elec-
-6 tion in the year nineteen hundred and seventeen.
7 - and by striking out the word “four”, in the
8 second line, and inserting in place thereof the
9 word: —two, so as to read as follows: Sec-

-10 tion A5. The mayor of the city of Boston shall.
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11 beginning with the municipal election in the year
12 nineteen hundred and seventeen, be elected at
13 large to hold office for the term of two years from
14 the first Monday in February following his elec-
-15 tion and until his successor is chosen and qualified,
16 except as hereinafter provided.

1 Section 2. Section forty-six of chapter four
2 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and nine, as amended by sec-
-4 tion two of chapter seven hundred and thirty of
5 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and four-
-6 teen, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. Section forty-seven of chapter four
2 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and nine, as amended by section
4 three of chapter seven hundred and thirty of the
5 acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen,
6 is hereby further amended by striking out the
7 same and inserting in place thereof the following
8 new section: Section J+l. If a vacancy occurs
9 in the office of mayor within after

10 his election, the city council shall forthwith order
11 a special election for a mayor to serve for the
12 unexpired term. In the case of the decease,
13 inability, absence or resignation of the mayor, and
14 whenever there is a vacancy in the office from any
15 cause, the president of the city council while said
16 cause continues or until a mayor is elected shall
17 perform the duties of mayor. If he is also absent
18 or unable from any cause to perform such duties
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19 they shall be performed until the mayor or presi-
-20 dent of the city council returns or is able to attend
21 to said duties by such member of the city council
22 as that body may elect, and until such election by
23 the city clerk. The person upon whom such
24 duties shall devolve shall be called “acting mayor”,
25 and he shall possess the powers of mayor only in
26 matters not admitting of delay, but shall have no

27 power to make permanent appointments except on

28 the decease of the mayor.

1 Section 4. This act shall be submitted for
2 acceptance or rejection to the voters of the city of
3 Boston at the annual state election in the current
4 year and shall take effect upon its acceptance by
5 a majority of the voters, voting thereon in the
6 affirmative. The act shall be submitted in the
7 form of the following question to be placed upon
8 the official ballot: “Shall the act passed by
9 the general court in the year nineteen hundred

10 and sixteen providing for the election of a mayor
11 for a term of two years instead of four years,
12 and abolishing the recall provisions

YES.
13 of the city charter as affecting the
14 mayor, be accepted?”




